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Since having the honour of becoming the chairman of The Friends of Brading Roman Villa, I 
have done my best to meet as many volunteers as possible. I would like to say how impressed 
I am by the dedication and enthusiasm of all the volunteers in giving their time and expertise; 
working as guides, gardeners, outreach, organising winter lectures, and as trustees, in fact, 
anywhere that they are needed. Without their time and dedication the FBRV would not be able 
to function. 
 
I know that as an organisation we have within our ranks a wide range of skills and expertise. 
With this in mind, I urge you to let us know if you think you can help with the running/organisation 
of FBRV, even if only to make us aware of your interest. We can then keep your details on file 
for a time when your skills may be needed. 
 
The membership of the FBRV continues to increase. Can you help in recruiting new members? 
A membership makes a good birthday present, lasting for a year, giving the recipient not only 
free entry to the museum but also a 10% discount in the museum shop and restaurant, which 
has, according to TripAdvisor “The best coffee on the Island.” 
 
Recently the FBRV purchased four 15inch display screens for the museum. The screens give 
a rolling program of photographs and video covering such things as the Big Dig and 
explanations of some of the finds being displayed in the museum. You will find them placed in 
display cabinets around the museum. The next time that you visit please take some time to 
watch the screens. Who knows, if you were involved with the Big Dig, you may see yourself. 
 
Reference has been made in past issues of Nuntius regarding increasing costs, particularly 
those associated with keeping in contact with members. Postage and printing remain a major 
factor in this. However, I’m pleased to be able to tell you that because of the generosity of  
Island Printers Ltd of Ryde, we are able to produce this issue of Nuntius in colour. 
 
If we don’t have your email address, please can you let us have it. It will help us to keep in 
contact with you, thus helping to keep down costs. I can assure you that your details have not 
and will not be given to any third party. 
 
Without the support of the volunteers and friends the FBRV could not function, so thank you all 
for your continuing support and I look forward to meeting you at the Villa. 
 
David Reeves. 
Chairman FBRV. 

 

Chairman’s Report: 

The Friends of Brading Roman Villa – under new Management! 
For those of you who could not attend the AGM in January, you will be pleased to hear that we 
voted in a new board of Trustees under the chairmanship of David Reeves.  Pat Barber was 
appointed Vice-Chairman, John Bryant as Membership Secretary and Editor of Nuntius, and 
Harry Harrison, FCA, is now our Treasurer.  John Hardy and Michael Jennings were re-elected 
and Alan Swanborough, a co-opted member of the board for some months previously, was voted 
in as a Trustee. 
We welcomed Martyn Pearl who joined the board of Trustees as a co-opted member in the post 
of Volunteers Co-ordinator, and John Grimes and Diana Wood are also assisting Trustees 
in the production of particular projects. 
Voting Members of the Friends are to be congratulated on putting in place a talented team which 
is an excellent blend of fresh ideas and past experience. 
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Well the cases are packed and 
here we go, Italy bound. 
Sorrento in fact with trips to 
places we’ve never been  
before all booked. 
 
It was raining on our arrival in 
Naples. We boarded the transfer 
coach to our destination with a 
sense of excitement about 
what lay ahead. 
 
We arrived at our hotel and yes 
it was still raining, quite heavily. 
Was this to be our holiday, wet 
and miserable for a week!  We 
attended the welcome meeting 
and found out all about getting 
around the local area, made 
new friends and all was going 
well. 
 
Let’s get down to the interesting 
stuff then, the stuff I want to tell 
you about.  The much awaited 
trips to places we’ve never 
been.  I was excited. 
 
Day one excursion to 
Vesuvius and Pompeii. 
 
We arrived in the drop off car 
park early in the morning. We 
were told we would need some 
form of warm clothing, coat or 
jumper, but sitting in the coach 
the sun is shining and we’re 
warm. It’s mid-October and it 
doesn’t look cold.  We were a 
third of the way up Vesuvius 
and yes, it was a bit nippy in 
the shade. Not my idea of a 
sunshine holiday, but hey I am 
up for most things and so 
wanted to see the mountain 
and the surrounding views.  
 
The long and sometimes scary 
(don’t like heights) walk began.  
With John pretty close behind 
or in front of me, we walked 
and we walked and up we 
went, right to the top, as far as 
we could physically go.  We 
met some pretty amazing 
people on the way up. One 
lady told me not to be a wimp 
when I was floundering a bit, as 
she had managed to climb 
18,000 feet up Kilimanjaro, and 
Vesuvius is only a baby in 
comparison. 
 

Yes it was cold in the shade 
and the wind, but we were at 
the top and the view made up 
for the fact that we were feeling 
the cold. Vesuvius is still 
classed as an active volcano 
and the volcanologists are 
constantly monitoring the 
activity. Sometimes you could 
smell the sulphur and could 
see little clouds of smoke 
drifting in the air. 

We were told that the mountain 
could ‘go’ like a champagne 
cork the next time she erupts. 
Well I don’t want to be around 
when that happens, thanks. 
 
Once back down the mountain 
it was onto the coach and on 
our way to the second part of 
this amazing voyage of  
discovery, Pompeii. 

“It certainly is a lot warmer, 
now we are down from the 
mountain” I said to John. “This 
is more like it, at least when I 
get home I might have a little 
colour and people will know I 
have been away!!” 
 
To see the whole of Pompeii, 
you would need to spend a 
couple of weeks. We only had 
a limited time, so onward with 
the guide to the fore. What an 

amazing place, history is 
certainly interesting.  

Pompeii is a place full of  
interesting facts but it’s also an 
emotionally charged experience. 
Even on a short visit, the 
horrors of death and destruction 
that happened on that day in 
79AD were easily imagined. 
 
The sadness of the people of 
Pompeii, how they died, but 
also how it has been excavated 
and is still being excavated to 
tell us more about daily life for 
the  people 2000 years ago. 

There is not much left of 
Pompeii ’s f ine art work, 
mosaics and the like because 
of the way the volcano destroyed 
the city, but there is plenty to 
see, and the history of it all will 
stay in my memory forever. I 
found the whole day very 
interesting and very emotional! 
 
Day two: Herculaneum. 
 
By the time we visited this little 
town, Vesuvius was covered by 
cloud, so we really did go up 
the mountain on the best day. 
 
Herculaneum; a much smaller 
town, less commercial activity 

Holiday in Italy! 

View from Vesuvius 

View of Vesuvius from the Forum 

Columns alongside the Gladiators’ 
Barracks and Exercise Area 

One of the Theatres 

Continued on page 4. 
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In September 2011 Brading 
Roman Villa received a grant from 
the Skills Funding Agency and 
Adult and Community Learning 
at the  Isle  of  Wight  Council  to  
produce a series of workshops that 
would coincide with the Winter 
lectures. One of these projects 
was to empower two ladies  to 

run mosaic workshops. This   
became known as The Ambrosia 
Project. 
 
It was with great trepidation 
that Helen Jackson and Erica 
Manley embarked upon the 
Ambrosia Project. Helen and 
Erica met with Joy Cleightonhills, 

The villa guides turned out in force 
when Paul Simpson came to 
discuss the work he carried 
out in August as reported in the 
last Nuntius. 
 
His affection and concern for 
this precious asset continues 
undimmed. Each floor has 
its own characteristics and 
has responded to the drier 
environment of the new cover 
building. 

The floor with the eye motif is 
hollow in some places but is 
held together like a drum skin 
by the tight grouting. Algae 
caused a problem in the old 
building, now drying is a threat 
and one reason why a long hot 
dry summer might not be 

welcome.  Small holes have 
been caused by ground-
burrowing beetles and Paul is 
seeking an insect-friendly 
solution to this problem.  
 
Some people may feel 
disappointed that the floors 
already look less pristine than 
they did in September but the 
priority continues to keep 
intervention to a minimum. It 
can be difficult to decide when 

to restore and thus lose some 
of the original quality, but I 
think we can feel confident and 
fortunate that Paul has the 
expertise and genuine feeling 
for this building to monitor and 
plan for its preservation. 

Report on Mosaic 
Conservation  

Part 2. 

Helen Jackson. 

June Bryant 

and a more high class resort 
was destroyed by a thick layer 
of mud and lava. 

This mud and lava covered 
Herculaneum to a depth of 
approximately 16 metres, which 
has however preserved the 
town and its artwork for history. 
 
The mud and lava, which rolled 
down the slopes of Vesuvius, 
flowed into the town rising up 
from floor level, so supporting 
the walls and roofs of the 
buildings. 
 
This is so different to Pompeii, 
which was destroyed from the 
top down with the weight of the 
ash-cloud crushing the buildings! 

 
Herculaneum has been more 
difficult to excavate because of 
this thick layer of hardened 
mud. I found Herculaneum just 
as fascinating a place to visit 
even though smaller. With 
many still complete buildings, 
mosaics and artifacts, I really 
felt as if I had stepped back in 
time to a place once found, 
never forgotten. 

Wall Mosaic depicting 
Neptune & Amphitrite 

Continued from page 3. 

Mosaic floor depicting Triton 

The Ambrosia Project. 

Continued on page 5. 

Paul Simpson inspecting one of the floors at the Brading Roman Villa. 



Nuntius Spring 2012 

5 

the Oglander Roman Trust’s 
learning coordinator and together 
they produced a series of risk 
assessments for mosaic activities 
with adults. It was certainly 
very daunting but Helen and 
Erica agreed to 'give it a go'.  
Joy came up with the idea 
and found the funding. 

Pat Clarke, a local artist was 
displaying her works in the 
villa. She donated a large 
poster of one of her beautiful 
paintings called Ambrosia to 
the project, “Which was very 
brave of her considering what 
could have happened”, said 
Erica, and the team’s job was 
to make it happen. 

 
This became the basis of the 
mosaic project. The aims of the 
project were to be community 
based, allowing anyone, regardless 
of age or ability, to experience 
the craft of mosaicing and up 
cycling, (which is using rubbish 
and giving it another life of 
greater value). 

We were very lucky indeed to 
have a hard core of dedicated 
workers who happily gave up 
their Fridays to join us in 
cutting and sticking said Erica. 
 
The majority had never tried 
mosaics before and were a lit-
tle apprehensive at first. It soon 
wore off as this sort of activity 
does tend to become rather 
addictive. Those who had done 
it before just got 'stuck in'. 
 
Joy arranged for different 
groups to come to mini 
workshops with Erica and 
Helen. These groups included 
Ryde House Community, 
members of Headway and 
parents from local schools. 
Another of the groups was 
adults with profound learning 
difficulties. The level of support 
needed for each individual to 
have learning and fun was 
intensive. 

We even helped a totally blind 
gentleman to make his very 
own very tactile mosaic. “That 
was a wonderful experience for 
both of us”, said Erica. One 
young lady even brought her 
92 year old Grandmother who 
happily had a go. 
 
Now set in the mosaic are 
many donated things that 
would have been thrown away. 
We wanted to produce an 
item using up-cycling. Old 
tiles, broken crockery, sea 
shells, nuts and bolts, even a 
group of coins given to us by 
Anthony Turnbull, the Chair of 
the Oglander Roman Trust 
appear on the mosaic. 
 

It has been a great community 
enterprise and has engendered 
a real team spirit.  “I am sure I 
speak for Helen as well as 
myself”, said Erica, “when I 
say it has been a learning 
curve but a very enjoyable one 
and we've made new friends as 
well!” 
 
The mosaic was completed at 
the end of February 2012 and it 
has been nominated for a 
national learning award by the 
Adult and Community Learning 
group at The Carnival Learn-
ing Centre in Ryde. We hope 
to promote the adult learning at 
Brading Roman Villa by 
displaying the completed 
project in key places about the 
Island. 
 

Thanks go to Joy, Erica and 
Helen for all the hard work and 
time they have put in to the 
production of this excellent 
piece of Art, and of course to 
all the volunteers who took 
part. 
 
Finally we can't thank Pat 
Clarke enough for allowing us  
to 'play' with her beautiful 
picture. It has been a privilege 
and a pleasure to work on it. 
Many many thanks for the 
opportunity. 

 

Pat Clarke at work 

Friends at work 

Grandma & Grandaughter lend a hand. 

The finished Ambrosia Project 

Helen Jackson, Erica Manley, Joy Cleightonhills 

Continued from page 4. 
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The Wight Bowmen Archery club 
is situated on the Appley playing 
field at Ryde. It was formed by 
around six casual archers who felt 
they would like to form a club so 
they could all meet weekly and 
take it more seriously. This was in 
1970. 
 
After about 2 years they managed 
to get permission to erect a club 
hut. This was a second hand small 
Nissan type hut. They also build a 
concrete block store to keep their 
increasing amount of equipment 
in, which served them well until 
2004. 
 
After years of fund raising, mainly 
by have-a-go days at various 
village shows and the garlic 
festival, these buildings where 
demolished and a new clubhouse 
and store was built by their own 
members with a short indoor 
practice range in 2004. 
 
For 15 years they held an open 
indoor competition called The 
Vectis Open at The Savoy country 
club Yarmouth when up to 180 
archers took part. This eventually 

ended when the Savoy was sold. 
Two other venues were tried but 
one burnt down and the other did 
not come up to the high standard 
that was expected. 
 
It is very difficult for them to find a 
venue large enough with a hall 
and all the facilities needed to 
accommodate this number of 
archers and to hold such an event 
over a whole weekend. 
 

They also hold a disabled shoot in 
July when disabled archers from 
the Island and Mainland are 
invited to come and shoot with 

them, including a buffet and medal 
presentation afterwards. 
 
The membership now stands at 
around 65 who can shoot seven 
days a week if they want to. At the 
moment the club holds 104 
Hampshire records. 
 
One of the rounds that are rarely 
shot is called a clout shoot and is 
shot at distances of 180 yards for 
men and 140 yards for ladies. This 
means that the archery field at 
Appley is not long enough, and 
occasionally a farmer would allow 
us to use one of his fields. 
 
Luckily last year we managed to 
get permission from Brading 
Roman Villa to hold this shoot on 
their f ield and it proved so 
successful that we have asked to 
hold it again this year. 
 
There are three other clubs on the 
Island and they have been invited 
to take part also. It is anticipated 
that up to 40 archers will take part. 

Disabled archers at the 
presentation 2011. 

John Hardy 

Forthcoming Event at the Brading Roman Villa: 
The Wight Bowmen Archery Club. 

Stephen Cosh who delivered a 
Winter Lecture in March was 
co-author with David Neal of the 
first complete corpus of Roman 
Mosaics in Britain. Two of the four 
volumes are avai lable for  
reference at the Villa, and they are 
well – thumbed! 
 
This staggering work provides an 
overal l  context for  prec ise 
observations and the lecture 
followed this pattern. “The Broader 
Picture“ allowed Steve to draw on 
extensive knowledge of sites both 
in Britain and the Continent, so 
connections were made, for 
example, with our Orpheus mosaic 
and one in Palermo and aspects 
of the Brading astronomer with 
others in Antioch, Pompeii and 
Trier. Domed buildings, thought to 
be unusual, can be found on the 
Continent in abundance. 

In Britain Steve described the 
popularity of the Medusa image in 
Southern Britain, the wind-blowing 
conch shells in Dorset, and the 
appearance of Bacchus just about 
everywhere! 

Small detail, like the similar curly 
hair depicted on our gladiator and 
later, on Lycurgus: the possible 
unique depiction of Ceres and 
Triptolemus, and Steve’s opinions 

on the causes of “mistakes“ 
apparent in the direction of the 
winds and the placement of  
Medusa fascinate visitors. 
 
We are very protective of our Villa. 
The lecture was a reminder that its 
story is not complete and that 
there continues to be a healthy 
debate about interpretation. Is the 
Bacchus room just a room for the 
“boys” with its staged hunting 
scene and leopards for griffins? 
Have we identified the eyes 
wrongly in Room 12? 
 
V is i t o r s  f r equen t l y  m ak e 
comparisons with other mosaics. 
Steve Cosh made clear that even 
if the quality of workmanship is 
bettered elsewhere, the sheer 
number is exceptional. 

Steve Cosh signing book. 

BRADING MOSAICS – THE BROADER PICTURE  

Ivan Harwood, Head of Guides.  
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Winter Workshops at The Brading Roman Villa 
At Brading Roman Villa we 
arrange various workshops, 
which are great fun, and help to 
teach new skills. This winter 
these included a Natural dying 
workshop where two ladies 
from the Island Spinsters, a 
local weaving and dying group 
came and taught the skills 
required to dye skeins of wool 
using plant and natural dyes. 

We also had a Wicker  
workshop, which was so 
popular we invited local artist 
Tim Johnston  back three times 
to demonstrate and teach his 
skills. 

Another group of people were 
involved in a felt workshop. 
Local felt artist Gillian 
Chapman was the teacher for 
this group working with soft 
brightly coloured wool to make 

tactile works of art. Again this 
group was very popular and we 
have already booked Gillian 
Chapman to come back on the 
1st July 2012. 
 
It was good to see so many 
people gett ing so much 
enjoyment from these work-
shops. As always if the interest 
is there we will endeavour to 
bring the experts back again. 

Dyed skeins of wool drying 

Working with Wicker 

Felt work 

Pictures supplied by  Joy Cleightonhills 

During the summer month of August, Brading 
Roman Villa will be running a family mosaic craft 
marquee at the villa. The mosaics will be made 
by families and children visiting the site. The 
mosaics are made from 1cm and 2cm colourful 
glass tiles on a 10 cm or 15cm ceramic tile. 
 
The family activities will run from 10am to 4pm 
each day. There will be a member of Brading 
Roman Villa staff on duty during this period of 
time. What we are looking for are young people 
aged 16 and above to come and help in  
activities such as mosaic making, colouring 
sheets and painting of Roman Shields. We will 
teach the young people the skills of mosaic 
making. Even though we cannot pay them, a 
record of the hours spent volunteering will be 
kept and can be use as evidence when applying 
for further education or employment. 
 
If anyone would like the chance to be here 
during the month of August helping out in a fun 
way just get in contact. Any amount of time they 
would like to give would be gratefully accepted. 
 
If you require any more information please either 
ring JOY on 01983-406223 or e-mail JOY on 
bradingeducation@hotmaiI.co.uk. 

Mosaicing and Painting at 
The Brading Roman Villa 

  
“Orphic Halls” 

at 

Brading Roman Villa 
on 

Saturday 1st September 2012 
at 

3pm 

An illustrated talk by Bryn Walters, 
Director of the Association for 

Roman Archaeology (ARA) 

Bryn Walters will be talking on the 
Proliferation of Orpheus mosaics in 

Roman Britain  
 

Tickets £8 to members of FBRV and ARA, 
 £10 to non-members. 
 

Ticket price includes a finger buffet afterwards.  



 

 

 The Friends of Brading Roman Villa  
Reg. Charity No. 1110720 

Morton Old Road, Brading, Is le of Wight,  PO36 0PH 
Email: f r iends@bradingromanvil la.org.uk  

NUNTIUS is  pr inted and pub l ished by The Fr iends of  Brad ing Roman Vi l la.  
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 Cinema 
At the Brading Roman Villa 

The Artist (PG) 

Oscar winning silent film about the 
arrival of talking pictures. 

Charming, clever and beautiful 

on 
23rd June 

at 7pm 
Tickets £5 

My Week with Marilyn (15) 

Fabulous British film telling the 
story of the extraordinary 
encounter between Laurence 

Olivier and Marilyn Monroe in 
1956. 
Staring 

Kenneth Branagh 
Derek Jacobi 
Judi Dench 

Michelle Williams 
on 26th May 

at 7pm 

Tickets £5 

The Help (12a) 
Oscar winning film based on the best 

selling novel. 
The film tells the story of an aspiring 

writer in 1960s Mississippi who decides 
to interview the black women who have 
spent their lives taking care of prominent 

southern families. 

On 28th July 
At 7pm. 

Tickets £5. 

Midnight in Paris (12a) 
Woody Allen’s latest film is a 
magical contemplation on art, 
pretentiousness and of course, 

the battle of the sexes. 
On 25th August 

At 7pm. 
Tickets £5. 

Craft Activities 
From 1st — 31st August 

In the marquee 
at Brading Roman Villa 

Family Craft Activities 
every day 

from 
10am — 4pm 

From 1st — 31st October 

Art Exhibition 

by Pat Clarke 
Island artist 

Art & Craft 
At the Roman Villa 

Illyria 
Open air Theatre 

Roald Dahl 
The Twits 

Illyria returns to Brading Roman Villa 
to present a slimily, stickily, 

revoltingly funny, family show from 
the most popular children’s author in 

the world. 
On 7th July 

At 6pm. 
Tickets: 

Adults £16.50 
Children (5-16yrs) £12.50 

Family (2+2) £50. 

Bring a picnic! 

At 

Brading Roman Villa 

A Display of 
Watercolours 

by 

Isobel Evans 
From 

30th April—31st May 

The Woman in Black (12a) 

Victorian Ghost Story 

Staring 

Daniel Radcliffe 

On 28th April 

at 7pm 

Tickets £4 

  


