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The Newsletter of The Friends of Brading Roman Villa

Museum Accreditation
Brading Roman Villa is now an officially Accredited Museum. The Villa has been awarded Accredited
status because it meets nationally agreed standards on collections’ care, museum management
and the provision of information and services to visitors. This recognition represents over three years
of very hard work by the Villa team, led by Chris Piggott, and they deserve our congratulations for
their excellent achievement.
The Museums, Libraries and Archives Accreditation scheme sets national standards for UK
museums. To meet the requirements of the scheme, museums must demonstrate that they achieve
clearly defined standards relating to governance and management, services for users, visitor
facilities and collections management. There are currently over 1800 participating museums in the
UK demonstrating their commitment to managing collections effectively for the enjoyment of all
communities.
Every item on display in the museum has to be catalogued, and a particular standard of visitor
and educational opportunities delivered.
We are delighted the Villa has gained this very prestigious award. However, this is an ongoing
process and it is vital for everyone to be on their toes and strive to maintain these very high standards
at all times, as the award has to be earned on a continuing basis.

Brading Roman Villa ~ the story emerges
A very important day at the Villa is Saturday, May 14, when Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe will talk on
“Brading Roman Villa - the story emerges”. For all those of you who have been completely entranced
by the digs over the last three summers, this is the moment you’ve all been waiting for! The Aisled
Hall, the Bath House and bread ovens, the well(?), cremations, holloway and pots will all begin to
tell their story as Sir Barry gives us his interpretation at first hand. This will be a fascinating lecture
for all Friends, and friends, but I’m sure the volunteer guides at the digs and in the villa on the regular
rota will want to hang on every word! The evening will include a light supper and a free glass of
wine on arrival. Your invitation is enclosed with this newsletter but please be aware that space in
the Café is very limited and the evening will be very popular - so don’t delay! Tickets are available
now at the Villa, or you can phone the Friends on 0758 3142133 to reserve your place or table.

Letter from the Chairman:
Like every household in the country, FBRV is faced
with increasing costs and, as with all other
charities, we are examining our expenditure
against income very carefully. We need to prune
our costs if we are to maintain our work in support
of the Villa. Eventually it may not be possible to
keep our subscriptions at their current low level;
but first we intend to make some more economies
in our basic running costs and work to improve
the handling of our core administration. Despite
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the welcome savings we make using email,
postage costs remain a significant expense for
us. From April, a second class stamp will cost
36p and this, together with some postal
delivery problems, has prompted the Trustees
to amend the way the Friends manage
Membership cards. The Trustees want to
retain the cards, but since they only have value
for Members at the Villa where the card
enables free Museum entry and 10% off
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purchases in the shop and café., we are going to
change to a system where renewed Membership
cards are left for Members’ collection next time they
come to the Villa. At the time of renewal you will be
reminded that your new card will not be mailed to you
but, instead, it will be waiting for you to collect. All
you need to do is ask one of the Friends guides on duty
and you will be handed your card.
When one sees Friends volunteers’ red fleeces at the
Villa, it is not surprising that people might think we have
office facilities there too. We don’t of course – our
volunteer administrators work from home, and so
when Members call at the Villa to raise a query on a
Friends matter, the Villa staff will probably not be able
to answer the question. It’s quicker to phone or email
us. In addition there is now a message book at
reception in which anyone with a Friends query can
write their contact details and query. This will be
collected and dealt with by one of the Trustees.
Our challenge for the coming year is to ensure we
maintain and increase our membership. Are you able
to recruit a new member for us? Could you offer your
help as a volunteer? If you would like to participate
please put your name forward. You will be very
welcome.
Thank you for your continuing support of the
Friends and the Villa. We look forward to seeing you
again soon.
Mary Clements

Catering Award for the Villa

reduction in goods purchased in the Villa gift shop.)
The food on offer at the villa includes curries, pasta
dishes, vegetarian options, sandwiches, baguettes,
and a selection of wonderful cakes, as well as
numerous teas, coffees, and a small selection of
alcoholic beverages. There are also special packed
lunches for children, which include a variety of
sandwiches, as well as a packet of crisps and a drink

Genuine Pasta Sauces
We are delighted to announce that genuine Italian
pasta sauces are now available to buy in the villa
shop. Michelangelo’s Northern Italian restaurant in
Ryde has very kindly agreed to allow the villa to sell
their new range of sauces. They are priced at £4.50,
but don’t forget, Friends of Brading Roman Villa are
entitled to a 10% reduction on all goods in the shop.
Come and add the authentic Italian taste to your
cuisine!
We are also delighted that Anna Sacchini, one of
the owners of Michelangelo’s, is coming to entertain
us at the end of July, and will be performing a sitar
recital in the villa. This is a very rare chance to hear
this instrument, so please tell everyone it’s an
opportunity not to be missed.

For the first time the Island has been included in a
national Quality Assured Hospitality Award scheme.
We were all delighted when, in January, the catering
team at Brading Roman Villa, won an award for the
“excellent eating experience” they provide in the Forum
Café. Huge congratulations to everyone on the team!
(If you haven’t been to the café recently, don’t forget
that Friends of Brading Roman Villa will receive a 10%
reduction on food bought there, as well as this

Isle of Wight History Forum
Diana reported to the above group at the March

Jules, Jean and Carol
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meeting. In a five year plan, three years is a recognised
cut-off point, to leave two years for academic work publication of reports, and investigations, conservation
and preservation of artefacts to be completed. There
will not be a dig this year. However, there is a plan to
clean the mosaics over the summer months, and the
general public is invited to come along and learn more
about the creation and preservation of the floors in the
villa. Special opportunities will be offered to visitors to
learn more about this fascinating subject.
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Visual Impairment Audio

Hearing Loop

The Visual Impairment Audio guide is now completed.
Months of touring the villa, first reading a script and
then listening to an intense
description of the villa has been
quite tiring. It is hard to listen to
the verbal tour when you have
sight. (Erica and Diana both
went round with their eyes tight
shut!) Part of the script
demanded tactile pictorial
images of the mosaics. Joy
designed simplified images of the mosaics from advice
taken from the Isle of Wight Blind
Society. Apparently, various things
had to be emphasised to enable
someone to touch and feel - and
understand, what was being
depicted.
The images were made on a
raised paper image and put on
display in the exhibition, but we soon saw that this was
not sturdy enough and the image lines were being
rubbed off. Back to the drawing board! Joy used black
backstitch for the Gallus Mosaic. Trial and error and a
further two attempts and the tactile picture was
completed. Only six more to go!
Luckily, Pauline stepped in to help: ‘At Brading
Roman Villa we have always striven to be visitor
friendly, especially towards anyone who may be
disadvantaged in any way. Our Education Coordinator, Joy Cleightonhills, gave me a sketch of how
we could relay to blind and partially sighted visitors,
the details of the mosaics in front of them. The first we

Hard of hearing visitors will be pleased to learn a
Hearing Induction Loop has now been installed in the
Villa. This is proving a great boon at the Winter Lecture
Series, and is a further indication of Brading Roman
Villa’s commitment to providing access for all. This was
gifted by the Friends and installed after much
consultation with RNID. In addition to the loop system,
a dedicated laptop has been given to the Villa, which
can be used for audio-visual presentations.
The Garfield Weston Room, and the café can both
be hired out for meetings, or social events by anyone
who wishes a function room. If you are a member of a
group looking for a function room, please get in touch
with Chris or Adam, at the villa, who will be able to give
you a price list for the rooms.

Brannon . . . .
Over 200 original engravings of the Island were
exhibited at the Villa during November. The ten-strong
organising committee, headed by Ken Hicks and Noel
Stimson, was delighted to welcome over 1000 visitors
to the exhibition. The exhibition was well supported by
Friends, several helping with the setting up and
manning of the exhibition itself, and others being
involved on the exhibition committee.
A competition to find the 21 differences between
two apparently identical prints was won by 12 year old
George Brading, of Sandham Middle School, who
correctly identified 19, and won a reproduction 1862
Brannon map of the Isle of Wight, and a portfolio of 42
reproduction Brannon engravings. Luccombe farmer
Philip Kennerly was also lucky enough to discover he
was the 1000th visitor. He received free entry to the
exhibition and a Brannon portfolio.

. . . . and Alice at the Villa

tackled was ‘Medusa’, and the rest followed. We may
do more in the future.
Each piece comprises a raised image of the mosaic
character in back stitch and French knots on a cream
cotton fabric. The fabric is then stretched onto a board
and suspended from the handrails adjacent to the
mosaic, and in easy reach of anyone in a wheelchair.’
When Wendy Moor, from Anteena, arrived to see the
handiwork, she was very impressed. The next test will
be when the audio guide is in full time use by people
with visual impairments. Joy is very grateful to Pauline
and her nimble fingers, and we’re sure all visually
impaired visitors will also appreciate all the hard work.
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For the months of March and
April, Joy Cleightonhills, Education
Officer at the Villa, has created a
Wonderland filled with facts and
snippets about Lewis Carroll’s
famous character. This has created
wonderful craft opportunities for the
volunteers over the last few weeks,
many of whom have reverted to
childhood, and revelled in the joys
of papier-maché, knitting cakes and biscuits, and
general messiness! There are opportunities for children
to join in activities such as chess, scrabble, croquet and
listening to readings from Alice in Wonderland. They
can meet the Cheshire Cat, the White Rabbit, Dum and
Dee, make special Eat Me biscuits and generally have
a great time. If you have an inner child, desperate to
make an escape from your adult self, or if you can
borrow a child, or even if you have your own, the Villa
over the next few weeks is the place to be.
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Alice and Brannon at the Villa
Joy and the stopwatch

Erica, Julie and Diana

Erica, Denise, John and Pauline

Graham and the White Rabbit

Erica and friends....

The Glitter Queen at work
Visitors enjoy the Brannon Exhibition

Daniel Queen of Hearts

Robin McInnes, George
Brading and Ken Hicks
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The 1000th visitor
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Myths and Mosaics

Jill Savage and Helen Jackson

Many of the Friends have memories of Jill sitting for hours in the café at the Villa surrounded by books and bags.
She almost became a permanent fixture! You may not be aware that she was compiling a book about the myths
surrounding the mosaics at Brading Roman Villa. The Friends recently decided it would be a fitting tribute to Jill
to take up where she left off and have the book published as a fundraiser for the Villa, as she intended. Her text
has now been uploaded electronically and we’re delighted that Sir Barry Cunliffe has generously agreed to write
a brief foreword. We hope that ‘Myths and Mosaics’ by Jill Savage, will be available by summer 2011.
Nearly twenty Friends squeezed into the Site Hut on a cold March morning to listen to what was a fascinating
talk by Helen and Ivan about mosaics in general, and the Villa mosaics in particular. Helen has kindly agreed to
give a resumé of her talk for the general benefit of all Friends.

‘Mosaics and Money’

Steve Cosh’s name is known to many friends of Brading Villa as the co-author of the detailed and comprehensive
books about Roman mosaics in Britain. The friends purchased the 2 volumes on Southeast Britain and they are
on display in he reception area. In November last year I listened to Steve Cosh give a talk entitled “Mosaics in
Roman Britain – A Barometer of Economic Success” This brief summary hopefully shows its relevance to Brading.
The earliest mosaics in Britain, dating from the late first century, are similar to those in Gaul from that period. Not
only do they reflect the fashion of the period but they also imply that craftsmen headed across the channel to the
new market opening up. They are typically black and white with geometric designs with the best examples at
Fishbourne.
The second century was the best period in British towns as the administrative, economic and social centres
developed. Examples found are of very good quality. The black and white geometric designs are prevalent but
with some colour and figures beginning to appear. The style seems to have been similar across the country.
There was instability during much of the third century and fewer mosaics have been confirmed from this
period. Those that were laid are often of poorer quality. An example is the seasons mosaic at Bignor where the
craftsmen were not so highly skilled.
During the fourth century people of property preferred to invest in their country estates rather than town sites.
This could be because of heavy taxation and financial corruption. The stability in rural areas also encouraged the
building of sumptuous villas with extravagant mosaics of which there are many examples, especially in Hampshire
and Isle of Wight.
Early in this period most villas could afford two high-quality mosaics plus other rooms with cheaper designs.
At Silchester there is evidence that some householders added mosaics and enlarged rooms. Regional variations
in style also begin to appear.
As the fourth century progressed other changes could be seen. The advent of Christianity is evidenced, for
example in the Hinton St Mary mosaic from Dorset showing Christ (identified by the Chi-Ro symbol headdress)
with the four evangelists in the corners. Apparently some experts dispute this and suggest it could show the
Emperor Constantine with his four sons! Pagan gods from this time may be literary allusions rather than religious
symbols.
One huge mosaic from the late fourth century has been found in London, but most activity was further west,
especially west of the River Avon with better quality examples in Ilchester, Dorset and the later Bignor designs.
There are a few examples from the early fifth century such as at Rockbourne. In general, though, mosaics seem
to be going out of fashion by the end of the fourth century. There are examples of industrial use providing further
evidence of economic decline.
The guilloche design was popular in later mosaics. Was this easier or at least a well-practised standard
design? Steve compared it to the intertwining designs on Saxon sculpture and wondered if this was evidence of
the invading culture. I am reminded, though, of Celtic designs symbolising the eternal cycle of life and wonder
if this is a sign of the old traditions asserting themselves.
Many of us are intrigued by the huge potential for interpretation offered by the mosaics at Brading. To consider
them as part of the economic story of Britain adds another dimension to that interest.

Making a career of a hobby

a new volunteer - Neil Wolloff

I remember from a very young age having a keen interest in history. I think that this had stemmed from stories
that I had heard about my grandfathers who had passed away and sadly I don’t remember. Furthermore my
father used to recount stories of our own family leaving Ireland and migrating to America and Britain because of
the potato famine. I do not know how much truth there was in these stories but I had caught the history bug.
Archaeology was unknown to me until much later when I was in school and a guest speaker came in to talk
about Roman Britain. That was an inspiration to me and seeing artefacts that were thousand of years old was
something that I had never considered before. I continued to read about history and archaeology as a personal
hobby until I took the step to go to university and commit to becoming an archaeologist. Consequently I have now
been involved with numerous archaeological projects and research but still feel like that small boy discovering
the world of the Romans for the first time.
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Mosaic titbits . . . or tesserae!

Summer events at the Villa

At our volunteers gathering on March 1st several friends
shared information that guides can add to their fund
of facts to share with visitors. Some are listed below.
Particular thanks to Ann Evans, Ivan Harwood, David
Low and to others who contributed.
· A mosaic workshop was called an ‘officina’

A series of excellent events is being planned at the Villa
over the summer. This will be launched by the Lecture
in the museum given by
‘Brading
Roman Villa: The Story Emerges’
(remember to bring a warm jacket!). There’s also
a light supper in the Café afterwards if you want to
complete the evening with a Roman-style menu. All in
all, it promises to be an unusual and memorable
evening. Details are on page 8. We hope some of the
finds from the Digs can be on show in the splendid
Victorian display case now being refurbished by The
Friends. Please support this wonderful opportunity to
gain at first hand an insight into the history of Brading
Roman Villa.
We are also planning a series of summer music
concerts in the villa, which we hope will be successful.
will delight
us with a sitar recital on the afternoon of Saturday, July
30th. Details to follow.

·

Remember that the original visitors to the villa
were at floor level so saw the images from a
different angle to us

·

Also be aware of how the lighting at that time
would have affected the images

·

About 13 Orpheus mosaics have been found
in Britain

·

It’s usually agreed that there were 4 ‘schools’
of mosaic design, although some suggest 5,
usually splitting the Dorset school into 2.

·

Most designs consist of up to 5 colours. Six or
seven is considered special.

·

Mistakes – were they deliberate or not? At
Fishbourne the boy on the dolphin image has
about 24 mistakes.

·

There are several examples of Medusa’s
head being misaligned

·

It is not certain how the tesserae were cut to
size but there were probably a range of
methods e.g., cutting a slab across with a
device similar to a modern paper-cutter.

·

Astronomer mosaics are not common but
there is a beautiful example in Trier in
Germany

ü

Check publication dates of reference books
and beware of some of the more fantastical
theories shared on the internet!

, the Isle of Wight finds liaison officer for
the
, will put on a display
of the way the Portable antiquities scheme works. This
is supported by
who will display a large selection of their finds.

will stage an invitation
in the field opposite the café.
This shoot is a two way long distance shoot of 100 and
140 yards; the archers shoot at flags positioned 100
and 140 yards distance. The scores are taken by means
of a 5 coloured tape 12 ft long which is rotated around
each flag and the arrows are then scored by which
colour section they are in. It is anticipated that all 3
Island Archery clubs will participate.

Recommended Reading
At a recent Volunteers’ Training session on mosaics led by Helen Jackson and Ivan Harwood, we were delighted
to be given a long list of recommended reading. This will prove invaluable for the Villa guides, as we are often
asked for the stories behind the mosaics, or given an alternative view by a knowledgeable visitor. It will be very
useful to read around the subject at some length, including Jill’s new volume.
Ancient Roman Homes - People in the Past Series - Brian Williams, Heinemann
Romans - English Heritage
The Romans for Dummies - Guy de la Bedoyere
Roman Britain - A New History - Guy de la Bedoyere, Thames and Hudson
Roman Britain - T W Potter, Catherine Johns, British Museum Press
Roman Britain - Ordnance Survey Map
The Isle of Wight - The Royal Archaeological Institute - Reports from 2006 meeting
Mosaics in Roman Britain - Stories in Stone - Patricia Witts
Romano-British Mosaics - Peter Johnson, Shire Books
Roman Mosaics of Britain Vol III SE Britain - David Neal, Stephen Cosh
ASPROM - The Association for the Study and Preservation of Roman Mosaics.
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In the Garden

by Erica

The Gardening Team numbers are gradually
increasing, we now have 9 members with the
additional help of Terry, Veronica's husband, when
needed.
Our main task this winter has been preparing the
ground and planting approx. 120 box plants, to replace
the fence which is gradually rotting.
Preparing the ground was really hard work as under
one corner of the garden we found solid concrete;
modern I hasten to add. Many thanks are due to the
team especially John and Terry in getting rid of this
obstacle. When the plants arrived we had to get them
in the ground almost immediately. Box plants cannot
be heeled in, they have to go in their permanent
position within 3 days of arrival. Planting day arrived,
the team was ready, the plants awaited us, whatever
could go wrong? Snow!! Only three members were
able to get to the Villa, others were unable to either get
out of their driveways or their road!!
Despite the snow, it wasn't really that cold, and
with a lot of encouragement and practical help from
Chris, all the plants were in by 2.30 that day. The
hedge looks really fine and within a few years should
look every bit as good as the inside hedges.
Spring is nearly upon us now and we shall be busy
again, planting and pruning as everything bursts into
life.
Why don't you come and join us? It is very
therapeutic!

Erica, Terry and John
brave the elements!

Winter Lecture series
The Villa volunteers came out in force to learn more
about the building materials used by the Romans on
the Brading site. Professor Andy Gale, Bsc, Phd, FGS,
enthralled his audience at the Winter Lecture held on
Saturday, March 19. A summary of his findings,
reproduced by kind permission of Professor Gale,
appears below.
The geological level and age, and to some extent
the original location of part of the Brading Villa building
material has been determined by visual inspection.
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This demonstrates the reliance upon two locally
sourced freestones, the Bembridge Limestone and a
Holocene tufa; the former was probably quarried in
Brading itself, and the tufa upon the scarp slope of the
chalk downs at an unknown, probably local site. Other
important locally sourced materials are chalk and flints
from Brading Down (mostly used for wall infill), and
beach-worn boulders of Bembridge Limestone
collected from the shore between Bembridge and St
Helens (interior walls). The paucity of material derived
from the beaches of Sandown Bay is very surprising.
Two further Island building stones were used
sparingly for ornamental and perhaps ceremonial
purposes; a fragment of colonnade is made of Ventnor
Stone, and two large, roughly hewn blocks of Binstead
Stone were used as part of the altar construction. These
records are interesting because they demonstrate that
the Romans had discovered these important building
materials which became widely exploited from the
Middle Ages onwards.
The only significant imported material is roofing
stone, 95% of which is derived from the Upper Purbeck
Limestones, and was quarried in the Swanage district
and then presumably imported by sea. The black
tesserae in mosaics are pieces of the Blackstone from
the Kimmeridge Clay of Purbeck.

A word from the Treasurer
Although we do have some new members coming on
board, renewals and donations continue to be on the
low side. We hope to attract more new members at the
events that are planned for the Summer.
We hope that our existing members will also
attend, because we are planning some very special
musical events, including recitals by a sitar and harp
player, a guitar duo, an accordion duo, Scottish fiddlers
and a string quartet. May we please have some
feedback from you?
The Friends of Brading Roman Villa is your organisation,
and your opinion on what it does is very important.
Your support is needed in making the events we put
on successful. Are you interested in attending these
events? Are there any other musical groups that you
think would attract a good audience? Perhaps there
are other events that you would like to see at the Villa?
Your comments would be appreciated, by e-mail,
phone, or post to:
mail@friendsofbradingromanvilla.com
or telephone: 0758 314 2133
Ursula Clark

Anna Sacchini
and Mirko
Vignali will play
at the villa on
the afternoon
of Saturday,
30th July.
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Bembridge Fort tours: Tuesdays
and Thursdays until October.
Booking Essential: 01983 741020

Spend an evening at the Villa with

on

Friday
17th
June, 2011

A very special occasion for
The Friends - Sir Barry will talk
to us in the museum,about
how finds uncovered during
Brading’s Big Digs alter our
previous understanding of
the site.
For those of us who want to
continue the evening after the
lecture, there will be a light
Roman Supper in the Café.
Space is very limited so
please book early.
Box Office closes on 11th May
Tickets:
Lecture: £10 per person

Adults £16.50,
children £12.50,
Family (2 adults +
2 children) £50.
Bring a picnic,
chairs or rug.

(includes a glass of wine on arrival)

Lecture and the Roman
Supper: £20 per person
Reception 6pm for
6.30pm Lecture
Museum open until 10.30pm

Festival of British
Archaeology
July 31st, 10am - 4pm
Family activities • Geocaching
• Treaure hunt •
Frank Basford

(Portable Antiquities Scheme)

will be on site to identify finds
Display by Vectis Searchers
Metal detecting club

Are there any gardeners amongst
our members who would like to join
our gardening team?
It’s a special 3rd Century ‘Roman’
garden, featuring plants known to
have grown here in Roman times.
If you are interested, please ring
Veronica Williams or John Hardy
0758 3142 133

The Friends of Brading Roman Villa
Reg.Charity No. 1110720

Morton Old Road, Brading, Isle of Wight PO36 0PH
Telephone: 07583 142133

Email: mail@friendsofbradingromanvilla.com

www.bradingromanvilla.org.uk

FBRV Trustees and Officers

Chairman:. Mary Clements; Vice-Chairman:. Diana Wood; Treasurer:. Ursula Clark ; Exec. Trustees: John Hardy; Michael Jennings
President: Wendy Gannon; Vice-Presidents: Neville Carr; Sam Twining, LVO, OBE, DL; Roger Whitby-Smith
NUNTIUS is printed and published by The Friends of Brading Roman Villa. It does not necessarily represent the views or opinions of the Staff Archaeologists,
or the Trustees of the Oglander Roman Trust, and no responsibility is taken for the accuracy or validity of the contents

Nuntius

Spring 2011

