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Chairman’s Report:
I would like to start my report with the news that Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe has agreed to become a
Patron of the Friends of Brading Roman Villa. Sir Barry’s association can be traced back to his first visit
to the villa as a 10 year old. This association has continued right up to the present day, covering the 3
years of the big dig and a recent lecture given at the Villa. It is an honour for the Friends, to have Sir
Barry as our Patron.
By the time you receive this copy of Nuntius, the new exhibition space being built to house the British
Museum, travelling exhibition will be well under way. It is hoped the building work will be completed by
the second week in December. Once the building work is completed, Mike Bishop, the Villa’s curator,
will have the task of closely monitoring the air conditions in the exhibition space and inside the display
cabinets. Before the British Museum will release the Roman artifacts into the Villa’s care, they need to
be satisfied that conditions are up to the required specifications. 4 climate control units are required to
look after the conditions in the display cabinets, at a cost of £3000 each. I’m pleased to be able to tell
you that the £9000 that has been raised by the Friends towards the exhibition space is being used to
fund 3 of these units.
As part of the Roman Landscape Project, the Sandown Rotary Club has sponsored the purchase and
planting of 250 Cobnut trees. I would like to thank the members of the Rotary Club for their very
generous donation of £5000. I would also like to thank the Garden team and all the volunteers who have
turned out in all kinds of weather to dig holes and plant the trees.
We still have places on the 2014 Pompeii trip. For full details please see page 8.
On a personal note, having built up a good working relationship with CEO Chris Piggott, I was saddened
when she left the Villa. However, I’m pleased to say that the close co-operation that exists between the
Friends, the Oglander Roman Trust, and especially the staff at the Villa, has continued to flourish under
Adam Watson’s leadership.
Chris has asked me to pass on her good wishes for the future to all the Friends.
I would like to end by thanking you for your continuing support of the FBRV, and to thank the volunteers/
trustees who give their time and energy in many ways in order to help the Villa function as a first class
museum and visitor attraction.
I look forward to meeting you at the Villa.
David Reeves.
Chairman FBRV

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Advance Notice
The next AGM of the Friends will take place on
Saturday 1 March 2014 at 3.30pm at the Villa
Please make a note of this date now and come
along on the day to support your Trustees.
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A message from Sir Barry Cunliffe
"I was honoured to be invited to become Patron of the Friends. It is
something I would very much like to do but I cannot promise to be a very
regular visitor! I have very fond memories of Brading and all who work so
hard for it - it would keep me in contact with you all. Thank you so much for
asking me."

Brading Roman Villa annual cleaning of the mosaics
During various times over the
summer Paul Simpson and I
began cleaning the mosaics.
We decided to work on the
Gallus floor first as it’s the least
fragile and would start us off
nice and gently as we worked
our way towards the more
vulnerable mosaics.

During the course of the
cleaning programme any loose
tesserae are noted and we
hope to receive permission and
possible funding from English
Heritage to repair these in the
future.

To start, we dry clean the floors
using a museum vac and a soft
brush. This removes any dirt,
dust and debris that may be on
the surface or in between the
tesserae. Once this process is
finished we begin the wet
cleaning. Using damp sponges
we gently wipe the surface of
the mosaic, this again removes
dust/dirt and any salt deposits.

detail that are not visible when
they are dry.
When cleaning the more
delicate floors such as the one
in room 12 we use the
Youngmans board so as not to
put any weight or pressure onto
the tiles. A Youngmans board
is effectively a ladder with a flat
board secured the length of the
ladder enabling you to form a
bridge across your work space.
Using a Youngmans board
enables the user to work in a
secure, stable
and rigid
environment which means you
can easily work round the
immoveable object on the
ground beneath you. Which in
this case is the mosaic floor.

When the wet cleaning is Paul and I are very lucky to be
taking place it is a great time to able to do such a rewarding
see the mosaics. When they job.
are wet you can really
Jasmine Wroath
appreciate the colours and
Assistant Curator

We use tap water to clean the
floors; we add nothing to it, as
any chemicals or solutions will
cause damage to the tesserae.
After sponging we pat the
surface with kitchen roll and
then leave the kitchen roll over
the top of the floor to ensure
that it dries slowly, this is to
minimise the possibility of
further
salt
efflorescence.
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CRETE……..KNOSSOS………….And All Things
Greek! Or Roman!!
We arrived after dinner to our restaurants and shops…………
hotel, home for the week.
yes shops!! Oh that’s not what
we
are
here
for
I
We soon got settled in and forgot………..we are here to
bedded down for the night, see the sights, but we did
having already learnt some make a second visit to Chania;
basic words in Greek: Kali- I will tell all later on!
mera……..good morning. Kalispera…………good evening.
Kali-nicht……….good
night,
although some people, names
not mentioned, were saying
kalamari, (this is the word for
squid or octopus) which the
waiting staff thought very
funny!!
So, day 2, we all boarded our
coach and were re-introduced
to our tour guide, Kostas, short
for Constantin. We headed off
for our first stop the monastery
of Agia Triada…Holy Trinity,
built by two Venetian brothers,
Laurence
and
Jeremiah
Tsangaroli, during the 17th
Century.
The little church
inside the monastery was
breathtaking and there were
some
beautiful
frescos
adorning the walls and ceilings.

show and tell us all about this
beautiful place everyone was
captivated. One cannot visit
Crete without a visit to
Knossos, it’s a must.

Two views of Chania Harbour

Copy of part of the Procession Fresco

Day three: all aboard the
coach. Making a few friends
along the way, we head off to
Knossos, the site of the great
Minoan
City,
where
excavations led by Sir Arthur
Evans, over a period of 30
years from 1894, revealed the
Minoan Palace, wow, very
impressive!

The jars that
were placed
in the South
Propylaia in
the period of
reoccupation

The Grand Staircase

Monastery of Agia Triada…Holy Trinity

Part two of our trip took us to
Chania, pronounced Hania, (its
ancient name was Kydonia)
which dates back to Minoan
times, and parts of the Minoan
settlement can be seen around
the town. A very picturesque
harbour
and
plenty
of

As part of our trip to Knossos,
we then visited Heraklion, for a
spot of lunch, more wine
waiter, this is the life. Our
guide told us where to meet for
a visit to the Archaeological
Museum, to see the exhibition
of treasures retrieved from
The temperature is 34 degrees, Knossos.
but with our trusty guide to
(Continued on page 5)
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We saw some beautiful
mosaics,
unfortunately
photography was prohibited!
Hey
aren’t
mosaics
Roman……….that’s
where
history meets……..

they do have snow in Crete
and the mountains are snowcapped. We are up at 1080
metres and we walk for about
two miles. It’s hot, but plenty to
see; spent shot gun cartridges
litter the side of the road, but
the locals are friendly, if not a
little intimidating. They really do
shoot birds and animals for
their dinner!! We visit the view
point at the entrance to
Samaria Gorge, the biggest in
Europe and saw vultures
looking for their next meal,
gulp!!

The vessels
have been
carefully
restored

This is where the army and
navy of Crete fought a battle to
save the Island and there is a
monument by the little harbour.

Plaque commemorating Battle to save
the island

We then board the coach and
travel away from the coast a
little and take a walk with the
guide. We are heading for the
entrance to Imbros Gorge, but
unfortunately we never get
there. The entrance has been
moved, so instead we were
Above the Samaria Gorge
given a very informative talk
about some of the wild flowers
We eventually ended up at a and insects. Have you ever
local (the only) taverna for seen the flower of the fig tree?
lunch and local wine, lovely.
We also visited a tiny 14
Day five. Well into this holiday century Byzantine Church,
by now and everyone is very stunning!
friendly. We join the tour to
Chora Sfakion (the land of the
Sfakiots), this is in the South of
the Island, through the familiar
territory
of
the
White
Mountains, more spectacular
scenery. The best is yet to
Artefacts at the Heraklion Museum come because when we arrive
in Chora Sfakion we see the
most
beautiful
sea
the
Day four: All aboard, getting colour…………pale turquoise!
14 century Byzantine Church
the hang of the language a bit Absolutely breathtaking.
more now. Our tour guide is
very good and knowledgeable,
well he does live and breathe
We did plenty of walking on this
all things Crete.
holiday and so day 6 takes us
to the ancient village of
Today we travel up to the
Polyrinnia and to see the lovely
Omalos Upland Plain, past
church overlooking the village
orange groves and farm
and time for lunch, more wine!
steads, we begin the ascent
Reminder to self, book into
through spectacular scenery.
drying out clinic on return
Plenty
of
photographic
home!!
Chora Sfakion
opportunities,
the
White
Mountains, so called because
(Continued on page 6)
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Our final full day sees us
visiting Aptara, more walking to
an ancient city protected by
massive walls, dating from 5th
century BC. Roman ruins and
roman cisterns to be seen here
and the views are again
spectacular. Its another lovely
day, 28 degrees. Loving my
sun kissed look!

pictures, roman coins and gold which is all too common,
jewellery.
football hooligans, about 50-70
singing and shouting and
Lunch of Greek Meze in the setting off some sort of
local tavern, by the harbour and explosive in the narrow streets,
yes more wine!
Plus see I did say the locals were a
Raki………the local drink made friendly lot.
from the grape husk and
distilled to something which All good holidays must come to
resembles rocket fuel! Strong an end and ours did, but I
stuff.
would definitely recommend for
anyone to visit Crete. It’s not
Our guide informs us to meet at all about food and drink, it’s all
the fountain in the square at about beautiful architecture and
4pm, giving us an hour or more how King Minos lived and how
of shopping time…………whilst the Minotaur was slayed. I was
we are waiting at said fountain paying attention, honestly.
we
experience
something

Remains of Roman Villa, built using
the remains of an old temple

Aptara means ‘wingless’ in
Greek and according to legend
there was a singing competition
between the nine muses, half
women, half bird and the
sirens, creatures with ravishing
voices and lovely white wings,
the muses won, (no not the X
factor) and in their grief the
Sirens flew to Souda Bay, just
below us, losing their wings
and forming the Lefkes (greek
for white) little islands in the
mouth of Souda Bay.

Still use for making the local Raki.
Yes see why they call it Fire-Water!!

Again we travel down to
Chania,
visit
another
archaeological museum, more
artefacts
and
beautiful
mosaics, this time we have

MOSAIC OF POSEIDON AND AMYMONE
The central part of “triclinium” of a private house of Greco-roman Kydonia.
The depicted myth is developed in two scenes: on the left Amymone is attacted by a
satyr at Lerni spring. On the right, Poseidon helps Amymone, after rescuing her.
Dated to the middle 3rd century A.D.
June Bryant
Found at the town of Khania (1866 square), 1937.
Friend of Brading Roman Villa
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Cobnut plantation.
Sponsored by the Sandown Rotary Club and
The Friends of Brading Roman Villa.

I’m pleased to announce a partnership between the Sandown
Rotary Club and the Friends of Brading Roman Villa. As part of the
Roman Landscape Project, a plantation of 250 Cobnut trees has
been created near to the Villa. Sandown Rotary has awarded the
Friends a £5000 grant in order to purchase and plant the trees.
The Garden team, volunteers from the FBRV, and members of the
Villa staff have turned out in all kinds of weather to give their time
and expertise to survey, mark out the plantation, dig holes and plant
the trees.
“Care in the Garden” a gardening organisation involved in training
and employing disabled people in different aspects of gardening,
have also been involved in digging holes and planting the trees.
The first tree was planted on Friday 22 nd November, by Gerry
White the President of the Sandown Rotary.
With 250 holes being dug, it has been an opportune time for the Isle
of Wight County Archaeology and Historic Environment Service to
carry out an archaeological evaluation of the plantation field.
The Cobnut plantation will serve several purposes:
1. It is envisaged that the plantation will become part of the Red
Squirrel pathway across the Isle of Wight, providing food and habitat
for the squirrels and other wild life. There are Squirrels living in the
woodlands close to the villa.
2. Cobs can be harvested and sold in the Villa Shop; any profits
would be used to help maintain the villa and its landscape.
3. The plantation links to the present Wild Meadow. The Wild
Meadow is a popular educational space used by schools and other
visiting children. Children have been involved in producing the
explanatory signage and graphics used in the Meadow. This
involvement can be continued into the plantation.
4. The plantation will enhance the visitors’ usage and experience of
the outdoor areas of the Villa complex.
Location.
The Plantation is in the field to the north of the Villa, linking to the
boundary hedge at one end and the Wild Meadow at the other end,
with the Adgestone road to the north, and the replica Roman Garden
on the south side.
Whilst there is an entrance charge to visit the Roman Villa Museum,
all of the outdoor areas are free from any charges and this free
access to the grounds will continue as a service to visitors and the
Island residents. The existing areas are used extensively by families
and parties of walkers, as there is a public right of way that runs
adjacent to the boundary hedge and across the field.
The Villa is set in a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and is a major attraction for Islanders and tourists who visit the
Museum, use the onsite café, shop and grounds.
A number of IOW charities and volunteers involved in areas such
as education and Red Squirrel conservation will be involved in the
Plantation Project. It is hoped that schools will have an on-going
involvement with the landscape project as a whole.
Trees and services are being purchased (where possible) from
IOW sources.
David Reeves.
Chairman:
Friends of Brading Roman Villa.

View of plantation field

Planting the first Cobnut tree.
Left to right,
volunteer gardeners:
Mike Walker & John Goodenough.
Care in the Garden,
Sandown Rotary President:
Gerry White.
FBRV Head gardener:
John Hardy

A mature cob plantation
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A visit to Pompeii and Herculaneum. 17 May 2014.

Accommodation Details
A 4 star rated hotel, the Palazzo Caracciolo is located in the 13th-century historic district at the heart of Naples, and is part of the MGallery collection. This magnificent ancient residence, once home to the aristocratic Caracciolo family is rich in history and sumptuously decorated. The 143 rooms are all spacious & elegant
with modern design with air conditioning, television, minibar & hairdryer. 4 nights stay on a bed, breakfast &
dinner basis
Travel Details Direct Services operated by British Airways
17 May 2014 London Gatwick to Naples Flight BA 2606 @ 1445/1825
21 May 2014 Naples to London Gatwick Flight BA 2611 @ 1310/1455
Private Transfers from airport to hotel.
3 days of Excursions (see below)
Day 1- 17th May
Travel to Naples.
Morning of Day 2 -18th May
A guided half day visit to Herculaneum.
Herculaneum was rediscovered in the mid-eighteenth century. It was explored by means of digging tunnels
into the buildings. In the Villa of the Papyri, over 1500 scrolls were discovered – the only library from the
ancient Greco-Roman world to survive into the modern era.
Archaeologists continue to make new discoveries; at the end of the 20 th century it was discovered that the
seafront warehouses were filled with the skeletons of people who had hoped to escape the volcanic eruption engulfing their town by setting out to sea.
For more information visit: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/829/gallery/
Afternoon of Day 2
A half day visit to Santa Maria Capua Vetere, an amazing ancient Roman amphitheatre in the Campania countryside
At the edge of this little town in the Campania interior lie the hulking remains of the largest amphitheatre in
Italy after Rome's Colosseum. Though much of its 560 by 460 foot bulk has been pillaged for building materials over the centuries, the carcass that remains of this grand sports arena, in what was once southern
Italy's richest city, is impressive.
8
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Capua dates back to the Oscans (who peopled this region before even the Etruscans), and though it put
itself under Roman rule in 343 BC, it was always a little rebellious. Capua even gave safe harbour to
Rome's great enemy Hannibal in the 3rd century BC.
You can still wander the vaults under the grassy floor of the amphitheatre where in 73 BC a gladiator
named Spartacus began his slave revolt against Rome. Some finely carved fragments of statuary and
friezes lie scattered about the entrance to the site.
For more information visit: http://touritaly.org/tours/capua/capua-main.htm
Day 3 -18th May
A guided visit to Pompeii
Spend the day at the city of Pompeii an ancient Roman town/city near modern Naples. It is believed that
the town was founded in the seventh or sixth century BC and was captured by the Romans in 80 BC. By
the time of its destruction, 160 years later, its population was approximately 20,000, with a complex water
system, an Amphitheatre, gymnasium and a port.
Evidence for the destruction originally came from a surviving letter by Pliny the Younger, who saw the eruption from a distance and described the death of his uncle Pliny the Elder, an admiral of the Roman fleet,
who tried to rescue citizens. The site was lost for about 1500 years until its initial rediscovery in 1599 and
broader rediscovery almost 150 years later by the Spanish engineer, Rocque Joaquin de Alcubierre in
1748. The objects that lay beneath the city have been well preserved for thousands of years because of the
lack of air and moisture. These artifacts provide an extraordinarily detailed insight into the life of the city.
During the excavation, plaster was used to fill in the voids between the ash layers that once held human
bodies. This allowed one to see the exact position the person was in when they died.
Morning of Day 4- 20th May
A half day guided visit to the Villa Poppea.
The Villa Poppea is an ancient Roman seaside villa situated between Naples and Sorrento, in southern
Italy. It is also referred to as the Villa Oplontis. The villa itself is a large structure situated in the ancient Roman town of Oplontis (the modern Torre Annunziata), about ten metres below the modern ground level.
Evidence suggests that it was owned by the Emperor Nero, and believed to have been used by his second
and rather notorious wife, Poppaea Sabina, as her main residence when she was not in Rome.
The frescoes that decorate the walls of the Villa Poppaea are striking both in form and in color. Frescoes in
the caldarium depicting Hercules in the Garden of the Hesperides date from ca. 25 BC according to Mau
(Berry, 170). Attention to realistic perspective is abandoned in favor of flatness and elongated architectural
forms which “form a kind of shrine" around a central scene, which is often mythological.
Immediately to the west of the triclinium is a large oecus, which was the main living room of a Roman
house. Like the caldarium frescoes, the room is also painted in the Second Style. The east wall includes
some wonderful details such as a theatre mask and peacock.
For more information visit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Poppaea
Afternoon of day 4- 20th May
Free to explore Naples.
Day 5. 21th May Return home.
Pricing Details
INCLUSIVE PRICE FOR ALL THE ABOVE
IN TWIN BEDDED ROOM £864 per person
PLEASE NOTE: The cost is based on 2 people sharing a room
£1024PP IN TWIN ROOM FOR SOLE USE (1 PERSON)
Note: the prices quoted include £82 airport tax PP.
PRICE INCLUDES: COACH, ENTERANCE FEES, A GUIDE, AND ALL AIRPORT TAXES.
Not Included: Naples City Tax a charge of 3.00 euros per person per night has to be paid locally.
It is advised that you have travel insurance in place before booking.
To register your interest please contacts David Reeves: 07775 606 812 or
friends@bradingromanvilla.org.uk
To secure your place, a deposit of £200pp will be required.
Bookings are through Global West Travel based in Chippenham, Wiltshire.
Global West are specialists in Archaeological trips.
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Roman Eye Medicines

Dr Nick Summerton, General Practitioner
Graeco-Roman medicine is still
relevant to today`s doctors.
Seeking to understand a
patient’s health concerns and
expectations is as important in
the 21st century as it was two
thousand years ago. However,
over the years, many ancient
medicines
and
treatment
approaches
were
been
discarded and their benefits
forgotten. For example, since
the mid-1990s I have been able
to prescribe pain relief as selfadhesive skin patches for my
patients in the form of Fentanyl
transdermal patches. At the
time many of us though this
was a major innovation in the
management of pain, avoiding
some of the side-effects
associated with the oral
treatments. However Adrian
Harrison and his colleagues at
Copenhagen have recently
reconstructed the so-called
`Olympic
Victor`s
Dark
Ointment` described by Galen
and found it to be a remarkably
effective transdermal analgesic

Location and

(1). Interestingly another group
in Spain has patented Inulin
sulphate as a treatment for
osteoarthritis, something that
was originally described by
Celsus in the first century (2).
Collyrium eye stamps are
found throughout the Western
Roman Empire and over two
dozen having been discovered
in Britain (3). They were
probably used for impressing
the name of the maker and the
purpose of an eye treatment
onto a small ovoid-shaped
block of medication (collyrium).
The stamps are usually made
of greenish schist or steatite
and consist of small thin square
blocks, generally with an
inscription on each of the four
edges (figure 1). In a few
instances the stone is oblong
with two inscribed sides and in
one example from Wroxeter,
the stamp is circular.
The
letters are cut in intaglio form
and written from right to left so
that when stamped on the

Present location

collyrium
they
make
an
impression that reads from left
to right – see figure 2 for detail
of the imprint from the
Wroxeter stamp:
Figure 2: Impression from the
Wroxeter stamp

The inscriptions on the stamps
generally comprise two or three
of the following components:
the name of the medicament
(s); a personal name (usually in
the genitive case); and the
name of the ailment(s) or
indication(s) for use. Table 1
lists the locations and names
for the collyrium stamps found
in Britain (4).

Name(s) on stamp

date of find
Bath (1731)
Bath (1923)
Biggleswade

Lost
Lost
British Museum

Titus Junianus
Flavius Litugnus or Litugenus
Gaius Valerius Amandus

Caistor-by-

British Museum

Publius Anicius Sedatus

Cambridge (1984)

University Museum of Archae-

Lucius Julius Salutaris

Chester (1973)
Cirencester (1818)
Cirencester (1900)
Colchester (1719)
Colchester (1893)
Colchester (1976)
Colchester (1977)

Grosvenor Museum
British Museum
Corinium Museum
Lost
British Museum
Colchester Castle Museum
Colchester Castle Museum

Quintus Julius Martinus
Minervalis
Atticus
Quintus Julius Murranus
Lucius Ulpius Deciminus
Martialis
Publius Claudius Primus
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Location and

Present location

Name(s) on stamp

date of find
Dorchester (1937)
Harrold (1895)
Ipswich (1931)
Kenchester (1848)

Dorchester Museum
Bedford Museum
Ipswich Museum
British Museum

None
Gaius Junius Tertullus
None
Titus Vindacius Ariovistus

Kenchester (1963)
Leicester (1873)
Littleborough

Hereford Museum
Lost
Lost

(see illustration 1)
Aurelius Polychronius
Gaius Pal……Gracilis
Julius Titianus

(1772)
London (1931)
Lydney (1855)
St. Albans (1739)

Museum of London
Lydney Park Museum
British Museum

Gaius Silvius Tetricus
Julius Jucundus
Lucius Julius Ivenis

Staines (1989)
Watercrook

Surrey Archaeology Unit
Kendal Museum

Flavius Secundus
Senior
P Clodianus

(1974)
Wilcote (1965)
Wroxeter (1808)

Ashmolean Museum
Shrewsbury Museum

Maurus
Tiberius Claudius M…..

Wroxeter (1981)
York (1930)

Shrewsbury Museum
Yorkshire Museum

Q…..Lucillianus
Julius Alexander

Table 1: Collyrium eye stamps from Roman Britain
Eight conditions are listed on
the British stamps: aspritudines
(roughness or granulations of
the eye lids), caligo (dim sight),
cicatrices (scars), claritas (clear
vision), diathesis (affection or
condition),
lippitudo
(inflammation/infection
e.g.
conjunctivitis),
reumatica
(running
eyes)
and
suppurationes (suppurations)
with twenty-seven associated
remedies.
Lippitudo is mostly frequently
cited problem being mentioned
on 11 of the stamps. The
example from Cambridge is
inscribed on one face:
L. IVL. SALVTARIS PE/
NICILLUM AD LIPPITUD

` the collyrium of Lucius Julius
Salutaris, to be applied with a
fine brush for lippitudo of the
eyes` and on a second side is:
MARINI CAES
`the
collyrium
named
caesarianum according to the
recipe
of
Marinus`.
Caesarianum was known to
Celsus who indicated that it
could be used for lippitudo and
consisted
of
shoemaker’s
blacking (probably copper/iron
sulphide), misy (probably iron/
copper pyrites), white pepper,
opium, gum, cadmia (zinc
carbonate)
and
stibium
(antimony sulphide). The St
Albans stamp prescribes `a
salve of myrrh to be used twice
11

a day with egg’ for lippitudo
and the Cirencester stamp is
inscribed `Minervalis`s salve of
frankincense for the onset of
lippitudo, to be used with an
egg`.
Nowadays eye complaints
constitute about 2% of all
patient encounters in general
practice with conjunctivitis and
corneal abrasions accounting
for over half of the visits.
However, in the ancient world it
seems likely that eye problems
were
considerably
more
common, possibly exacerbated
by poorer hygiene practices.
Crowded bathhouses and the
excellent
communications
afforded by the road network
(Continued on page 12)
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(dim sight). It has been
would
undoubtedly
have suggested
that
these
contributed to the spread of preparations worked (albeit
infectious eye diseases.
transiently) by their astringent
actions in altering the curvature
Direct information on the of the surface of the eye.
prevalence
of
lippientes
amongst some of the fittest Examining
the
available
individuals in Roman Britain is information on the commoner
provided by one of the constituents of collyria from the
Vindolanda
writing
tablets inscriptions on stamps plus the
detailing the strength of the recipes described by authors
First Cohort of Tungrians. Of such as Galen and Celsus it
the 296 men at Vindolanda, 15 does seem likely that a large
were classified as aegri (sick), number of the eye remedies
6 were volnerati (wounded) and contained antiseptics in one
10 had lippientes (see figure 3) form or another (6).
For
(5).
example the vinegar lotion of
Gaius Valerius Amandus or the
One significant category of eye copper oxide of Aurelius
problems about which the Polychronius’s collyrium might
Romans seemed to have no have been very effective
understanding were defects in antiseptics either in treating
visual acuity - today corrected conjunctivitis or in preventing a
by lenses but in the ancient corneal scar becoming infected
world treated with medication. while it healed. The collyrium
Gaius Valerius Valentinus` of the British eye doctor Axius
mixture (Biggleswade stamp) referred to by Galen probably
and Quintus Julius Murranus` also had many antiseptic
quince ointment (Colchester) components in terms of its
were both designed for ad metallic constituents: copper
claritatem (clearing the sight). oxide,
zinc
oxide,
zinc
Furthermore the Colchester carbonate
and
mercuric
and Biggleswade stamps also sulphide.
refer to collyria for ad caliginem
(Continued from page 11)

Ancient

Modern

Philo

Cerussa
Plumbi eloti

Lead acetate
Lead oxide

4g

et combusti

and lead sul-

Spodii
Cadmia

phide
Zinc oxide
Zinc car-

Stomoma

bonate
Copper ace-

Turis
Myrrhe

tate
Frankincense
Myrrh

Croci
Aloes

Saffron
Aloe

Dionysius

Last year I developed a
collaborative
project
with
colleagues from the British
Museum (Ralph Jackson),
Cardiff (Sally Pointer) and
Specsavers
(Dame
Mary
Perkins) with a view to
manufacturing and test out the
microbiological efficacy of a
number
of
the
collyria.
Moreover,
based
on
an
assessment of the most
common
constituents
mentioned on collyrium stamps
combined with information
derived
from the chemical
analysis of collyria found in
excavations,
we
were
particularly
interested
in
recipes involving the following:
cadmia
(zinc
carbonate),
cerussa (lead acetate), spodii
(zinc oxide), stomoma (copper
acetate) and gummi (gum
arabic). Consequently Sally
Pointer kindly agreed to
manufacture
four
collyria
described by Celsus (Philo,
Dionysius, Cleon 1 and Cleon
2) and one by Galen (Lutron)
(6). The details of the
components for these five
collyria are provided table 2:

Cleon 1

Cleon 2

Lutron

24g

4g

16g

16g
4g
4g

2g

3g
12g
0.66g

12

8g

8g
8g
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Eris usti

Iris (burnt

Gummi
Papaveris

Gum arabic
Raw opium

lacrimae
Additional

16g
4g
8g

2g
4.66g

Water

ingredients

4g
4g

24g

16g
16g

Rose

Mendes

juice

wine

Table 2: Constituents of the five manufactured collyria
As far as possible Sally Pointer
sought
to
use
ancient
techniques in the manufacture
of the collyria and their
components. For example, in
relation to the Philo collyrium,
figure 4 shows the cerussa
(lead acetate) formed after the
immersion of lead in strong
vinegar and figure 5 illustrates
the weighed components of
Philo collyrium prior to mixing.
Unfortunately I have, as yet,
been unable to overcome the
legal challenges associated
with obtaining and using raw
opium and, consequently, this
component has been omitted
from all the collyria we have
manufactured to date.
One of the most interesting
findings so far is that the Philo
collyrium exhibits the same
microbiological efficacy (in
vitro!) as does one of the most
commonly
prescribed

Figure 1

Figure 5 - Philo compoents

ophthalmological
antibiotics
that I use as a general
practitioner–
fusidic
acid.
Figures 6 and 7 demonstrate
the bacterial `kill zones` around
Philo
and
fusidic
acid
respectively.

Inulin sulphate treatment for
osteoarthritis.
http://google.com/patents/
EP1917018B1?cl+en
(accessed 30.11.13).

3. Voinot J. Les Cachets à
Collyres dans le Monde
During my visit to the Isle of Romain
(Monographies
Wight on the 6th September, Instrumentum 7). Montagnac,
2014 I shall demonstrate the 1999.
actual process of collyria
manufacturing, stamping and 4. Summerton N.
Medicine
usage in addition to outlining a and Health Care in Roman
little more about health care Britain. Princes Risborough:
within
Roman
Britain
– Shire Publications Ltd, 2007.
including
some
intriguing
5. Birley AR. A case of eye
evidence from Brading villa.
disease (Lippitudo) on the
1. Harrison AP, Hansen SH Roman frontier in Britain.
Opthalmologica
and Bartels EM. Transdermal Documenta
opioid
patches
for
pain 1992; 81: 111-119.
treatment in Ancient Greece.
Pain Practice 2012; 12: 620- 6.
Neilsen
H.
Ancient
Opthalmological
Agents.
625.
Odense University Press, 1974
2. Patent EP 1917018 B1.

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 6 - Philo bacterial `kill zone`
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Figure 4 Cerussa (lead acetate)

Figure 7 - fusidic acid bacterial `kill zone`
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Country Life in Roman Wessex
A talk by Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe

The 2013-2014 season of the Friends' Winter
Lecture Series got off to an excellent start on the
afternoon of Friday 27th September. A sell-out
audience enjoyed a tasty tabula convivia followed by
a very interesting talk by Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe
on "Country Life in Roman Wessex".
He began by explaining that from 1995 to 2006 he
and his team undertook a project on the area around
some Iron Age hill forts in west Hampshire. They
noted that the Roman villas clustered around towns
and crossroads rather than the hill forts. This should
not be surprising as roads and towns indicate a
vibrant economy and this is what villas needed to
flourish.
Roman villas developed within a landscape already
populated by farms and fields, some dating back into
the Bronze Age. Sir Barry reminded us that Brading
Roman Villa itself has its 'Celtic fields' on the Downs
above and that excavations near the Villa's car park
had revealed Iron Age settlement activity which, of
course, pre-dated the Roman villa. These fields
undoubtedly belonged to this farming community.
This pattern of Iron Age farms and Roman villas
close to 'Celtic' fields is found throughout Hampshire
which shows there was a continuity of the use of
land even if the position of the farms themselves
moved.

with mosaics and/or hypocausts, for example in the
North Range at Brading, but there was always an
atrium-type open ended room giving access from the
closed private rooms to the open communal hall.
Grateley
The aisled hall here was simple but played an
important role within the farm. Like in Brading's North
Range, it contained a corn-dryer but Grateley's was
twin-bored with one stoke hole. Corn-dryer bores
would have been made by the 'cut and cover'
method, not tunnelled out. The right hand bore was
wide and had evidence of being intensively heated
whilst the left hand bore was narrower and had been
heated less intensively. All twin corn-dryers have a
large right hand bore and a narrower left hand bore.
It is thought that the right hand bore was used to
heat ears of wheat sufficiently for them to be
threshed, whilst the left hand bore, with its gentler
heat, was used for barley which had started to sprout
and was therefore used for malting. In other words,
Sir Barry said, these corn-dryers were used in the
production of bread and beer, the staples of farm
workers.
Fullerton
Unlike the others discussed here, the buildings at
Fullerton were situated in a river valley and included
a water mill. In the Iron Age the farm had been
higher up the side of the valley but the settlement
moved down to the river side during the Roman
period.

Roman water mills were similar to Medieval water
mills. At Fullerton, a leet from the river ran across the
site; this was dammed to make a pond from which
the head race was taken to create a constant and
controllable flow of water. The mill was built on this
head race. In front of the water wheel holes were
found which would have held wooden stakes forming
a grill to stop debris entering the machinery, and a
tail leet widening into a pond was constructed in
order to take the water rapidly away from the mill
He then described in more detail four of these five after milling. The tail leet then flowed down and
rejoined the river. First thought to be a horizontal
Roman villas. All are special in some way.
wheel - the more usual Roman type - the discovery
of a wheel pit confirmed this was an undershot
Dunkirt Barn (Abbots Ann)
arrangement, the wheel being 1.5m in diameter.
The buildings here were constructed in the 2nd
Post holes were found of the uprights which would
century AD and continued in use until the early 4th
have held the axle on which the wheel turned, and
when they were demolished. The aisled hall was
also many fragments of rotary quern stones.
then re-built to a larger scale and a new winged villa
was constructed. The walls of the wings had deep
The villa was re-built in the 4th century, late for a refoundations and were possibly buttressed, which
building, and although it was a small winged corridor
would suggest towers on the projecting parts of the
house it was wealthy: there was evidence of painted
wings. These towers were probably three stories in
height and the villa itself two stories. Brading Roman plaster and a hypocaust, and all the rooms had
mosaics including the corridors.
Villa, in contrast, was probably just a single storied
house.
Thruxton
The aisled hall was where the farm was organised This villa contained an Orpheus mosaic (now in the
and run from. It may have functioned like the later British Museum) which unusually for British mosaics
Medieval halls with communal sleeping and eating, had an inscription. Although incomplete this includes
feasting, and legislative functions. Some developed the name BODENI, assumed to be a hitherto
(Continued on page 15)
separate Roman villa-style living accommodation
Many of the Roman villas in western Hampshire
were first excavated, to varying degrees of
competence in the 19th or early 20th centuries.
However, five villas clustering around the river Test Thruxton, Dunkirt Barn (Abbots Ann), Houghton
Barn, Grateley, and Fullerton - were re-excavated by
Sir Barry and his team in order to see if anything
useful had been left by earlier excavations.
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reminded us that Price and Price, in their account of
their 1880-81 excavations, do mention that human
remains were found but they do not specify where
they were found. There is no clear evidence of a
cemetery at Brading like there is at Thruxton. Yes, a
small cremation cemetery was found in the 2010
excavation down by the car park but this would be
too far away from the villa complex to be a cemetery
like the one at Thruxton. The magnetometer survey
to the north of the villa building at Brading showed
what could be a cemetery with suggestions of
buildings which might be mausolea. But without
digging we do not know!

(Continued from page 14)

unknown tribal name.

The building began as a modest aisled hall and
some time later three rooms were put into one end.
At the very end of the 4th century the complex and
fine mosaic was laid in the end room and a hole
knocked through the wall to give access from the
outside. This end of the building was enclosed by a
ditch. An early burial was found in this area and the
suggestion must be that this was some sort of
sacred space. Was the mosaic laid as part of a
shrine to the ancestors, Sir Barry speculated?
Enough of the inscription remains to suggest this is a
possibility. Graves continued to be dug into the land Room 31, the square building at the back of the
around this end of the villa into the 5th century West Range at Brading, has previously been
thereby maintaining a sacred landscape.
interpreted as a mausoleum but Sir Barry thought
that this was very unlikely. One or two bones had
Can this pattern be seen elsewhere, with old Roman been found there, but there was no evidence that it
villas turned into shrines? Brading's Room 12 was ever a mausoleum. It was most likely to have
perhaps, he suggested, with its two blocked interior been either a store room connected with the kitchen
or the kitchen itself.
doorways and fine mosaic?

In answer to another question, Sir Barry said that the
average age at death in the Roman period appears
to have been between 50 and 60 years but these
figures come from tombstones and only the wealthy
could afford a tombstone so we are perhaps looking
at a portion of the population who were longer lived
than the rest. It is quite likely that there were wide
variations depending on social status and where you
The North Range aisled hall at Brading is the same lived - town or country - just like there is today. There
size as that at Dunkirt Barn; Carisbrooke's aisled hall is no reason to think that the Roman period was any
is shorter by two pillars and is itself slightly smaller different.
than the aisled hall at Mansfield Woodhouse.
All four of these Hampshire villas had aisled halls.
The plans of aisled halls are consistent although the
size varies. This means that they were part of the
social fabric and facilitated the interaction between
owner and workers. The size would indicate the
social status of the owner.

The aisled hall was, Sir Barry said, an extension of
the communal living space of the Iron Age. However
aisled halls are rectangular; they are Roman
buildings and they did not develop out of the Iron
Age round houses. They are a Roman idea but
taken up, used, and moved forward by the Britons
throughout the Roman period and into the AngloSaxon. The royal palace at Cheddar, the early Anglo
-Saxon building at Portchester, the hall at Yeavering
- they are all Roman aisled halls but built and used in
the Anglo-Saxon period.

As to the population of the Isle of Wight in the
Roman period, Sir Barry said that the population of
Roman Britain is thought to be around 3 or 4 million,
in other words more than is recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086. The population of Roman
Isle of Wight therefore could well be more than it was
at Domesday.

Here at Brading, there would probably have been
about a hundred people living in the immediate
neighbourhood and working on the villa, and then
there would have been those living on the edges of
the villa estate, so that the villa and its lands would
In answer to many questions from the audience Sir probably have supported upwards of a hundred
Barry explained that aisled halls, although common people.
in Hampshire, are not found throughout Roman
Britain but rather in a swathe through central
southern Britain from the south coast to as far north To much applause Sir Barry concluded his talk.
as Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire. They are not
found in the south-west nor in eastern Britain: in Thanks to problems on the ferries, Sir Barry arrived
other words they are found where Roman culture later than planned and had to leave promptly after
was strongest.
his talk in order to make sure he caught the last train
back to Oxford where he was involved in a
The suggestion has been made, both in Sir Barry's conference the following morning. It says something
talk and previously, that Room 12 here at Brading of his affection for our Villa that he was prepared to
may have had a religious use. It is in the same travel such a long way to spend such a short time
position as the room at Thruxton which may have with us.
functioned as an ancestral shrine - can we say that
Brading's Room 12 had a similar use? Sir Barry
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Further information on these Roman villas can be
found in:

Membership Report
It has been a difficult year for membership levels,
which have dropped by 19% throughout the year.
The economic situation of the country, influenced
by Europe, would seem to be the main reason.
We had 40 new members through the year which
is encouraging, but this was undermined by the
number of members who decided to terminate
their membership.

Cunliffe, Barry 2008, The Danebury
Environs Roman Programme: A Wessex
Landscape During the Roman Period :
Volume 1: Overview
Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monograph 70

The new and exciting changes taking place with
the villa should raise its profile and should
encourage a reinvigoration of interest.

Cunliffe, Barry, and Poole, Cynthia, 2008,
The Danebury Environs Roman
Programme: A Wessex Landscape During
the Roman Period : Volume 2: The Sites
Oxford University School of Archaeology
Monograph 71

Would everyone please remember to inform the
Membership Secretary of any changes to their
contact information so records can be kept
up-to-date.

Neal, David S. and Cosh, Stephen R.
2009, Roman Mosaics of Britain: Volume III
South-East Britain part 1 (Society of
Antiquaries of London)
[A reference copy is held at Brading Roman
Villa]
Soffe, Grahame and Henig, Martin 2002,
'New Light on the Roman Villa at Thruxton'
in The Bulletin of The Association for
Roman Archaeology Issue 13 pp6-9 and 13

John Bryant
Membership Secretary

RADIO SOOP
BRADING ROMAN VILLA
SATURDAY 14th. DECEMBER
7pm
Finding themselves plunged
into a live radio broadcast with
acute staff shortages, a radio repertory company
are forced to come up with the sound effects for
three one-act plays. Can they vocalise a deathdefying car chase round the coastal paths of
Cornwall? Will they pull off an alien invasion
using just the contents of a handbag? Can the
sound of a few sandwiches conjure up a terrifying
tale of terror? As off-air mishaps collide with onair drama, you can be sure of only one thing: the
Fifties will never sound the same again!

The geophysical survey of Brading Roman
Villa can be found at
http://services.english-heritage.org.uk/
ResearchReportsPdfs/89_2010_WEB.pdf
For the population of the Isle of Wight in
1086 see:
Margahm, John 1988, 'The Domesday
Population of the Isle of Wight'
in The Proceedings of the Isle of Wight
Natural History and Archaeological Society
volume 8 part 3 pp56-60

Performing three original plays inspired by the
heyday of radio, four actors provide all the voices
and sound effects in an affectionate pastiche of
classic genres, including a tale of intrigue and
espionage, gothic horror and American science
fiction.

Information on Roman water mills and the
undershot wheel can be found in:
Watts, Martin 2002, The Archaeology of
Mills and Milling (Tempus)

TICKETS £10. INCLUDES MULLED WINE
& MINCE PIES

Radio Soop is an hilarious theatrical event that
recreates the magic, tensions, humour and chaos
of live radio

Morton Old Road, Brading, PO36 OPH
01983 406223 wvwv.bradingromanvilla.org.uk.

Pat Barber
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Our visit to Hardknott Fort
in the Lake District.
Last year we visited the Lake
District for the first time. One
trip that I was hoping to make
was a trip up a pass called
Hardknott pass. This is a road
that winds zigzag up the side of
a mountain and then down the
other side. It was only on the
last day of our stay did the
weather grace us with a nice
but cold day. The main reason
was to visit a Roman fort called
Hardknott Fort. This is situated
about halfway up the pass and
there is only parking for about
six cars as the road is only one
car wide in most places, but
the views are spectacular of
the valleys below, obviously an
ideal position for such a fort,
although it must have been
horrendous for the soldiers
who occupied it in the winter.
As usual with most stone
roman forts they were built to
last, and the work involved in
its
construction
was
monumental and it is hard to
imagine the physical effort
needed to cut and transport
this amount of stone in such an
isolated and desolate place.

It was built on a rocky spur
giving a superb view over the
River Esk in both upper and
lower Eskdale, and protecting
Hardknott Pass. The fort has
been commonly known in
recent times as Hardknott
Castle or Hardknott Fort, but
the Roman name was the
Mediobogdo Fort. At one side
of the cliffs surrounding the fort
is a rock formation which if you

use a bit of imagination looks
like an eagle’s head, I wonder
if this was left deliberately.
Built between about AD 120
and 138, the fort was
abandoned during the Antonine
advance into Scotland during
the mid 2nd Century, but
reoccupied c AD 200 and
continued in use until the last
years of the 4th century. The
Roman garrison here was a
detachment of 500 cavalry
from the Dalmatian coast.

Tree Sponsorship
In order to expand and maintain
the Cobnut Plantation and wild
meadow, a tree sponsorship
scheme will be launched in the
near future.
This will enable
people to sponsor as many trees
as they wish, at a cost of £50 per
tree.
A board will be set up in the
reception area of the Villa to
display individual’s names and
the number of the tree being
sponsored. You can have your
name on the board or sponsor a
tree in the name of a loved one.
We have been asked if the term,
“in memory of” can be used in
conjunction with an individual’s
name. Unfortunately the policy of
the ORT is not to allow this on
the site. However, this does not
stop a deceased’s name from
being used to sponsor a tree.
——————————————--

Fundraising, we need
your help.

The fort is square with rounded
corners, 114 metres long
externally, or 105 metres
internally, the rampart wall
being about 1.7 metres thick
with ditches adding to the total
width of the rampart. The low
walls of the fort were "restored"
some years ago, a slate course
showing the height of the walls
before their rebuilding. Outside
the square of the fort is the
remains of the bath house
which has a rare circular
sudatorium which is a vaulted
sweating-room, and a levelled
area for a parade ground.
This was well worth the visit,
but not for the faint hearted
driver!!
John Hardy
Friend of Brading Roman Villa
17

We are continually exploring
ways to raise funds in order to
support the Villa. If you feel that
you can assist in anyway, such
as running a fundraising event, or
by a direct donation, please feel
free to contact any of the trustees
with your ideas.

—————————————-

Friends coffee
mornings.
The first coffee morning was held
on the 4th June.
They give
Friends a chance to meet each
other and, for those Friends not
on email, provide an opportunity
to keep up to date with Villa
News. The meetings have proven
to be a popular event. Come
along and meet other members
of the Friends and some of your
trustees. Coffee mornings are
held on the first Tuesday of each
month, at 11am in the Villa café.
Unfortunately we are not able to
supply free refreshments, but
please do come along for a chat
and maybe sample the delicious
cakes made at the Villa.

Nuntius E2

Brighstone Hoard Update
Following
the
Friends
acquisition of the Brighstone
Roman coin hoard in March
2013 and subsequent donation
to the Villa (see the Spring
2013 Nuntius for details), and
after discussions with the
Oglander Roman Trust, the
Friends' Trustees agreed to
fund the conservation of the pot
in which the coin hoard had
been placed. Dr Paul Simpson,
Conservator with the Isle of
Wight Heritage Service, offered
to undertake the work. This
was subsequently completed
during June and the pot,
together with the best coins
from the hoard went on display
at the Villa soon afterwards.
Over the following months
more
coins
have
been
displayed so that now the
whole hoard - plus the pot - is
available for public viewing.

The coins as they came out of the pot.
Modern 20p coin for size comparison.
Photo courtesy of Brading Roman
Villa

Another noticeable feature is
the colour of the pot and how
weathered it is. It is not
surprising that Mr Green, the
discoverer, thought at first that
he had found a piece of bone.
Little of the original shiny brown
surface has survived; instead
much of it is beige and grainy.

know. The nearest villa to the
find site is at Rock but there
are
other
Romano-British
settlement sites along the
south-west coastal strip. If the
hoard was the owner's 'bank' it
would have been buried near to
the owner's home for ease of
access; if it was buried at a
time of uncertainty to be
retrieved at a later date, it
would have been buried away
from the owner's home in a
secret place of safety. But we
can say that it now resides at
Brading Roman Villa and is
available for us to see.

Drawing of the pot as discovered
showing the coins inside the vessel
and with the BB1 'lid'
Drawing by Dr David Tomalin
Reproduced with permission

The pot itself is a New Forest
ware flagon. The neck appears
to have been broken in
antiquity as the flagon was
found with a piece of a Black
Burnished ware (BB1) cooking
vessel
placed
over
the
opening. Viewed from the top
you can see quite clearly the
jagged edge of the broken
flagon neck and inside, the
swirl of the clay on the base as
the potter shaped the vessel.
New Forest ware was made in
kilns found largely around
Rockbourne
and
Fordingbridge, while Black
Burnished ware was made in
the region around Poole
Harbour. Both pottery types are
frequently found in southern
Britain and the Isle of Wight,
including at Brading Roman
Villa.

The pot viewed from the top showing
the broken neck and inside of the base
Photo courtesy Dr David Tomalin
Reproduced with permission

More information on the
Brighstone Roman coin hoard
can be found in the Spring
2013 edition of Nuntius and on
the
Portable
Antiquities
Scheme
web
site
www.finds.org.uk
under
reference IOW-8E7B71

One of the first things that
strike you about the pot is how
small it is. It's only pproximately
11cm (4½") high by 15cm (6")
The conserved New Forest ware flagon in
at its widest. And at least 696
which the coin hoard was found. Photo
coins were crammed into it. It is
courtesy of Brading Roman Villa
no wonder that the coins were As to who the coin hoard
found in a congealed mass. belonged to, we will never
Pat Barber
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Reg.charity no. 1110720

Telephone 01983612327 / 07775606812

The Friends of Brading Roman Villa

Reg. Charity No. 1110720
Morton Old Road, Brading, Isle of W ight, PO36 0PH
Em ail: friends@bradingrom anvilla.org.uk

It!

TO F B R V

Gift A
id

Date: .................................

DATA PROTECTION: The information you have provided may be held on the Friends’
database and may be used to send news and further information about The Friends and
Brading Roman Villa. Your details will not be shared with any other organisation. If you do
not wish to receive such further information, please tick here………..
FBRV Dec 2013

Signed: ..............................................

I am a UK taxpayer and I would like The Friends to reclaim tax
on my membership and any other donation I may make until I withdraw this authority. I confirm that I pay UK tax to at least the value
of tax on my membership and other donations, and I will advise The
Friends if my tax payments are less than that to be reclaimed.

I am not a UK taxpayer

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT BY CASH OR CHEQUE, PAYABLE

Thank you!

—

£…………………..

Saturday March 8 2:30

SINGLE DONATION

—

As above, for 2 adults living at the same address.

Friday February 14 4:30

JOINT MEMBERSHIP
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
MINIMUM £21

—

Free entry to the Museum for the year;
newsletter; 10% discount in the Villa
Café and Shop.

Saturday January 11 2:30

FRIEND OF THE VILLA
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
MINIMUM £15

Name 1: .................................................................
Name 2: .................................................................
Address: ................................................................
…............................................................................
................................Post Code: .............………….
Telephone: ............................................................
Email: ....................................................................

Morton Old Road, Brading, Isle of Wight PO36 0PH

Application to join
THE FRIENDS OF
BRADING ROMAN VILLA

The Friends of Brading Roman Villa
Winter Lectures 2013 - 2014

Reception to include refreshments. Limited to 100 places

Naval Speak - words and phrases that have entered
common usage -their origins and history.
Speaker: Roger Whitby-Smith — £5
Garfield Weston Room
Dr Paul Roberts Senior Curator,
Head of Roman Collections, British Museum
will open the new gallery with a lecture on:
Roman Sexuality, myth and meaning
Tickets £15

Use of Building Stone at Brading Roman Villa
with guided tour of villa — £10
Speaker: Professor Andy Gale — 50 places

Admission by ticket only, available from the Villa Reception
20% discount for Members of The Friends, children & students
Please make cheques payable to Oglander Roman Trust.
Box Office: 01983 406223

FBRV Trustees and Officers
Chairman: David Reeves; Vice-Chairman: Patricia Barber; Treasurer: Harry Harrison; Membership Secretary: John Bryant
Patron of The Friends of Brading Roman Villa: Sir Barry Cunliffe

www.bradingromanvilla.org.uk

N U N T I U S i s p r i nt e d a n d p u b l i s he d b y T h e F ri en ds of Br ad i ng Rom an V i l l a.
I t d oes not nec e s s a ri l y re p re s e n t t h e vi e ws o r o p i n i o n s o f t h e S t a f f A rc h a e o l o g i s t s, o r t h e T ru s t e e s o f t he
O gl a nd e r Ro m an T r u s t , a n d n o r es p o n s i bi l i t y i s t ak e n fo r t h e ac c ur ac y o r val i di t y of t he c ont ent s .

