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B y the time this newsletter is circulated, it will be generally known 
that HRH Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, has graciously ac-
cepted an invitation to be our Royal Patron at the Villa. This is, of 
course, wonderful news! I issued the invitation to His Royal High-

ness at the very successful Friends event at the Villa in June and notice of his 
acceptance was communicated to me by a letter dated 10 October 2006 from 
his private secretary, Brigadier John Smedley. I have written to His Royal 
Highness on behalf of everyone involved with the Villa expressing our joy and 
gratitude. 

You will understand, I am sure, that we have to be extremely careful about 
how we refer to our Royal Patronage and reference to it must not be made in 
any communication, publication or pamphlet of a political or controversial 
character. Inappropriate references may well result in the immediate with-
drawal of the patronage but, apart from this, patronage usually continues for 
at least five years before there is a review. I hope that His Royal Highness will 
feel able to continue to support us for many years! 

The support of the Earl of Wessex will be particularly helpful in our fund-
raising efforts for Phase II of our development programme. As this article is 
being written, we are in discussion with the Isle of Wight Council about the 
possibility of extending the scope of our exhibition to cover the archaeological 
inheritance of the Isle of Wight over a wider historical period than just the 
Roman one. Whatever is decided about this, I can assure you that the prime 
focus at the Villa will always be Roman archaeology. 

Once discussions with the Council are completed, we shall need to de-
sign a second phase building able to do the job which we now demand of it 
and this will take some time.  Mike Rainey of Rainey Petrie and Johns is our 
preferred architect for the project, although Heritage Lottery Fund may de-
mand that the position is put out to tender. As you will remember, Mike was 
the architect for the first phase of our redevelopment scheme and, as a result 
of his expertise and innovative brilliance in design, we have won many 

N
EW

SL
ET

TE
R

 O
F 

TH
E 

FR
IE

N
D

S 
O

F 
B

R
A

D
IN

G
 R

O
M

A
N

 V
IL

LA
N

EW
SL

ET
TE

R
 O

F 
TH

E 
FR

IE
N

D
S 

O
F 

B
R

A
D

IN
G

 R
O

M
A

N
 V

IL
LA

  

The Villa gets Royal Patronage! 
By the Chairman of the Oglander Roman Trust 

(continued on page 4) 

Royal Patronage for the Villa!  -  Letter from Anthony Turnbull, Chairman of the Trustees page 1 

Royal Visit  -  the Earl of Wessex Turns the First Turf Page 2 

Letter from the Friends’ Chairman:  Wendy Gannon                                                                                  Page 3 

Who’s Who in Mythology  -  Part III : Ceres and Tryptolemus:  by Jill Savage, Tour Guide                                                                                            page 4-5 

Villa Garden News  Page 5 

The Other IOW Villas  -  by Noel Stimson, Tour Guide    Page 6-7 

Proscriptio Page 8 

Inside this issue: 



Page 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     “NUNTIUS”                     

Royal Visit  -  HRH Prince Edward cuts the 
first turf 

(Above): One of the younger members of 
the  BRV Friends, Ellen Crabtree, accompa-
nied by her father, deep in conversation 
with HRH Prince Edward. 
 
(Ellen and her family had travelled from 
Yorkshire to attend the event.) 

The Earl of Wessex cuts the first turf. 

T he Friends were delighted and honoured to welcome HRH The Earl 
of Wessex on  June 26th 2006 to turn the first turf of the new devel-
opment at the Villa, and to mark the start of our fundraising in sup-
port of the Trustees of Brading Roman Villa. 

It was the Earl’s second visit – he remembered well the first time he came 
to see the mosaics in July 2002, just before our tin shed was demolished.    But 
this time, half way up the path, Prince Edward paused – enjoying the ‘wow’ 
factor which we all experienced when we saw the new building for the first 
time. 

The weather could have been kinder to us, but the rain did not dissuade 
the school children and Young Friends standing at the side of the path, and 
Prince Edward spoke to them on his way into the Villa.  Neville Carr and 
Canon David Low showed him around the museum before he came into the 
Café to meet the assembled group of Friends.    He recalled that on his last visit 
in 2002 there were about 20 Friends in total – a bit different to the numbers 
today.  About 100 of us were able to be there and I think we all enjoyed the 
Earl’s relaxed, easy manner as he spoke to almost all of us individually.  He 
certainly has a sense of humour!    Prince Edward already knew a lot about the 
history of the Villa and he was particularly interested to hear more about the 
support which The Friends give. 

It was the first time The Friends had been able to gather at the Villa since 
our AGM, and to welcome Prince Edward as well made it a really special occa-
sion for us. 
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 From the Chairman of the Friends 

WELCOME!! 

T he Friends of Brading Roman Villa would like to 
welcome the new Chief Executive, Chris Piggott, 
to the Villa, and to extend to her our warmest 
wishes for success in her new appointment. 

 
We look forward with pleasure to a  relationship that will 
encourage and nurture our mutual interest and enjoyment 
in this special place.                               

W e formed The Friends of Brading Roman Villa in early 2003 at the 
request of the Trustees of the Oglander Roman Trust and we have 
always appreciated their enthusiastic support.   Even if we say it 
ourselves, we have all helped to raise a lot of money, and gener-

ated much goodwill for the Villa.    Now we are really delighted that HRH The 
Earl of Wessex has agreed to become Patron of Brading Roman Villa.      

The proposed Phase 2 developments bring another opportunity for The 
Friends to shine like they did last time, and the loyalty of our members is soon 
to be rewarded, all our enthusiasm renewed:  we will at last be able to gather oc-
casionally at the Villa for our own meetings.   Most of us are historians and it 
will good to be able to get together, especially at the very museum whose preser-
vation originally stirred us into activity and where our interest and affection still 
remains.  

We are all very pleased indeed to welcome Chris Piggott and wish her every 
success in her new job as CEO.   I am sure that under her guiding hand, Brading 
Roman Villa and The Friends will achieve great things. 

Behind the scenes your Committee has worked tirelessly, more recently in 
quite difficult circumstances, and I am personally very grateful to them for their 
encouragement and unflagging support.     But we need more committee mem-
bers to take an active part in organising the increased Friends’ activities next 
year.     Manpower in this area has always been a problem, but now it is critical 
to the successful growth of The Friends and, of course, to our support for the 
Villa.   We need more people with organising ability and, dare I say it? -  a Min-
utes Secretary and Correspondence Secretary.    Whatever your skills may be, if 
you have 3 hours or so per month to spare for The Friends, this would really 
make a difference.   Do please make contact with me to hear more details.     

 

Wendy Gannon,  Chairman, Friends of BRV 
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Who’s Who in Roman Mythology 
Part III  -  Ceres and Triptolemus:               by Jill Savage              

P roserpina, the daughter of Ceres, the goddess of agriculture and civili-
sation, had been enjoying a pleasant day in the countryside when she 
was abducted by Pluto, the god of the underworld. When Ceres dis-
covered that her daughter was missing she was devastated and, dis-

guising herself as an old woman so that she could more easily go among the 
mortals, she set out to travel the Earth in search of Proserpina. All her atten-
tion was devoted to her search and without her help the crops began to fail. 

One day she arrived in Eleusis after months of searching without success. 
Tired and in tears, she rested by the roadside where she was found by the 
daughters of King Celius. Feeling sorry for the old woman, who was crying for 
her lost child, they took her back to the palace and put her in charge of the 
baby prince, Triptolemus, in the hope that caring for another child might 
lessen the pain of her loss. 

Triptolemus was a weak, fretful baby, failing to thrive. Ceres picked him up 
and kissed him. From then on, much to everyone’s astonishment and delight, 
he began to flourish. Pleased with the results of her action Ceres then decided 

(continued from front page) 
awards. My best estimate is that we might be in a position to apply for town 
planning consent by early next year and should be ready to begin fundraising by 
spring 2007. 

I have discussed the form of our fundraising committee with the trustees of 
the Oglander Roman Trust and with the committee of the Friends of Brading 
Roman Villa and current thinking is that this new committee should be a joint 
one with membership drawn from both Oglander Trustees and the Friends and 
may include additional members not attached to either. I have spoken to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, who are supportive and encouraging, though obviously 
not able to give firm commitment at such an early stage. We are also confident 
that several of our Phase I donors will be prepared to sign up for Phase II. 

As many will know, Suzanne Hudson stood down as Chief Executive of the 
Villa in October.  Suzanne has done an amazing job over the last year, and we 
are indebted to her for her imagination, her administrative skills and for the 
quite unreasonably long hours that she spent at the Villa!  

Our new Chief Executive is Chris Piggott, who many of you will by now have 
met. Chris comes from a different background to Suzanne and is approaching 
her new position by applying some interesting new perspectives to the challenge 
of maintaining and improving the exhibition. Our brilliant team, including our 
excellent Visitor Relations Manager, Jo Cowan, remains in place.   

Finally, I should like on behalf of the Trustees of the Oglander Roman Trust 
to thank each and every member of the Friends for their support! We can all be 
proud of the reputation which we have all established in such a short time. We 
would not be able to operate without the funds you earn for us and the time 
which you give so willingly. I know that Chris Piggott has some really interesting 
ideas on how to make even more imaginative use of the resources which you 
provide for us. These ideas are being developed in discussions with your Chair-
man. 

 
Anthony Turnbull,   Chairman of the Oglander Roman Trust 
19 October 2006 

The goddess Ceres 
asks her “adopted” 
son Triptolemus to 

teach the world how 
to farm  
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T hanks to the group of Friends who have worked so hard in the last year, 
the Villa garden now looks very different and begins to take shape.     
The fig trees particularly have benefited from expert pruning and from 
the long, hot summer.    We are delighted that in this year’s Britain in 

Bloom competition (in which the Villa garden was entered), Brading Town re-
ceived a Bronze award and the Villa Garden was one of the areas specifically 
mentioned in the report (under permanent landscaping) as having impressed the 
judges with the 'research and practical work being done by the Friends on the 
Roman Villa garden'.      And we haven’t finished yet!      

The local 'In Bloom' event (Brading in Bloom) presentations were held at the 
New Town Hall, Brading on 4th October. 

The Friends Go Gardening 

that she would make Triptolemus immortal. She anointed him with nectar, said 
a powerful charm and then laid him on the glowing embers of the fire in order 
to remove all the perishable elements remaining in his body.   

Meteneira, the Queen, on hearing that her precious baby son had a new 
nurse thought it might be wise to check that the child was safe in the care of a 
stranger, quietly entered the room at that moment. Horrified with what she saw 
she rushed in and snatched him from the fire. As she turned to remonstrate 
with the old woman she found she was not facing an old woman but Ceres her-
self. After explaining what she had intended to do, Ceres then left to continue 
searching for Proserpina. 

Later, when Proserpina had been found and the cycle of the seasons re-
stored, Ceres went back to Eleusis, the place where she had found kindness 
during her search for her daughter. She taught Triptolemus the secrets of agri-
culture and gave him her chariot, telling him to travel the world in order to 
teach people how to plough, sow and reap.  

Triptolemus carried out her instructions, usually with success. However, 
when he reached the court of King Lyncus of Scythia he found that the king was 
not in favour of these new-fangled ideas and wanted to have him killed. Ceres 
intervened and Lyncus was turned into a lynx . 

Ceres’ involvement with Eleusis was strengthened when she instituted the 
Eleusinia, the sacred mysteries in honour of herself and Proserpina.   
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M ost of us are aware that ours is not the only Roman villa on the Island, 
but how many of us have given any thought to the others?  I have to 
confess that my first visit to Newport villa was as recent as May this 
year, and I really enjoyed the fine corridor house which is very similar 

to our own villa at Brading, though the layout is presented in a completely differ-
ent style.  Discovered in 1926 by a developer who was digging the footings for a ga-
rage at a house in the centre of an Edwardian development, the villa's living rooms 
now have re-constructed walls with lavish fresco decorations. There is a very fine 
integral triple-apse bath house and hypocaust.  However, there has been consider-
able collapse of the tessellated floors in some rooms, notably in the bathhouse 
which was apparently built over an old rubbish pit. 
 Apart from Brading and Newport, I have never seen the other villas, and, as 
I am often asked by visitors to Brading villa about the Island's other Roman sites, I 
did some checking to see what was on offer.  In terms of other places to visit, "not a 
lot" was the answer. However David Tomalin's book "Roman Wight - a Guide Cata-
logue" (IOW Council publication, 
1987) helped me to fill in some of 
the gaps.   The map (Fig 1) shows 
the locations of all eight of our vil-
las. The other six are described 
briefly, in chronological order of 
discovery: 
1. The villa at Rock, near Brigh-
stone, was the first Roman villa on 
the Island to be discovered c1840.  
Unfortunately, the site was robbed 
and re-buried before recovered 

items could be fully examined and recorded.  However, in the 1970's Carisbrooke 
Castle Museum re-excavated the site as it was in danger of being damaged or de-
stroyed by ploughing. Artefacts recovered include Vectis Ware pottery, fragments 
of a shale bracelet, bone hair pins and a bronze ring. They published a report 
which catalogues the items found as well as those thought to be now lost.  The villa 
is difficult to locate, and visits are not possible as the site is now buried. 
2. Clatterford's collection of Roman buildings was casually noted by Reverend 
Kell in 1856, allowing them to be over-shadowed by the more significant 1859 find 
at Carisbrooke Castle mentioned below. Artefacts from the Clatterford site include 
a fragment of box tile (probably indicating a hypocaust) and many fragments of 
tegula roof tiles. The site is privately owned. The cover building put up by the Vic-
torians fell down over 20 years ago, so the then Department of the Environment 
decided that the site should be backfilled for its own protection. So there is nothing 
to see there and visits are not possible.  
3. Carisbrooke Castle is thought to have been built close to a Romano-British 
settlement possibly resembling a third century Roman shore fort. It was first dis-
covered in 1859, but a 20th century re-assessment of the walls discovered in 1929 
made the possible fort connection in a report by the Reverend Sydenham. The site 
is now on private property and no visits are possible. 
4. Gurnard Villa, discovered in 1864, is now completely submerged beyond the 
low tide mark, having been claimed by the sea in the 19th century.  However, it was 
identified and partially recorded in 1867, although two further rooms were missed. 

Other Villas on the Isle of Wight   

By Noel Stimson 

Fig: 1 
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Fig. 2:   Artist’s impression of the Villa at Combley, and .  .  .  .  the Villa remains as they are today. 

These were found later, preserved in the nearby inter-tidal mud. An interesting link 
with Newport villa came to light when experts noticed the same tile-maker had 
worked on both houses. He was identified by his "signature" comb markings on the 
backs of some his floor tiles. 
 The house is at the mouth of a now silted-up creek whose southern limit 
came up as far as what is now Palance Road in Northwood village, and local histo-
rians talk of the creek having been a safe anchorage and haven for Roman ships. All 
that now remains of the creek is a small stream with the curious name of Gurnard 
Luck. The only visitors with access to the villa site would be the local sub-aqua 
club! 
5. First discovered in 1910 and extensively excavated in the 1960's the 4th. 
Century villa at Combley (see figure 2) was very similar to the aisled house at Brad-
ing (the north range), with a twin apse bathhouse, hypocaust, timbered walls and 
partitions, and a very fine dolphin mosaic. Artefacts found include first century 
Vectis Ware pottery and fragments of a fine glass bottle. Due to lack of resources at 
the time, the villa remains were re-buried in 1974, although the outline footprint of 
the house and its rooms is marked out on the ground, and can be seen during a 
visit to Robin Hill Country Park. 
6. In 1941 at Bowcombe Farm, on the road from Carisbrooke to Shorwell, a Ro-
man courtyard was discovered indicative of a large villa.  Several finds of pottery, 
tiles and coins were handed over to Carisbrooke Castle Museum, but unfortunately 
the artefacts could no longer be traced following the curator's death in 1942.  Sadly 
the site is now buried under a concrete farmyard laid in 1958, but examination of 
the spoil heap did reveal some Roman material and a fragment of a very fine Alex-
andrian glass bowl. 
 Although the Island has an extraordinarily rich Roman history spanning at 
least four of the five centuries of Roman-occupied Britain, it is sad to think that 
only two of our eight villas, Brading and Newport, can be enjoyed today. But it 
would be good to think that one day some of the other villas, especially Combley, 
might be afforded the same investment and access opportunities as Brading. 
 
 
(Authors' Note:  Since starting to write this I have taken the opportunity to visit 
the villa remains at Combley.  The Robin Hill staff very kindly allowed me to have 
access to the site without charge. Thanks also go to Ruth Waller, County Archae-
ology Officer, for help with getting some of the facts right, as well as granting (as 
the publishers) permission to quote from David Tomalin’s book.) 
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“NUNTIUS”    The Newsletter of the Friends of Brading Roman Villa 
This Newsletter is edited by Dr Noel Stimson, (Tel 874204, email: Noel_Stimson@compuserve.com) 
and printed and published by the Friends of Brading Roman Villa. 

The contents of this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of the Staff Archae-
ologists, or the Trustees of  the Oglander Roman Trust, and no responsibility is taken for the accuracy 
or validity of the contents. 

Proscriptio: 

 
Friends of BRV  
Annual General 

Meeting 
Saturday 

January 20th  
2007 

2 pm at the Villa  
Please come along  

with your thoughts 
and ideas, and maybe 
volunteer your help 

and organising skills? 

Would the lady who took a digital photograph of one of our Young Friends with HRH Prince 
Edward, intended for email to her father,  please make contact with the Editor.   Sacha, now 
at home in Scandinavia, hasn't received the photo.   It would be good to know if there was a 
problem, in which case we will be pleased to try and help. 

Friends to meet at the Villa! 

Apart from the benefit to Members of free entry to the museum, quite a number of us who live 
on the Island regularly use the café as a good place to meet up, particularly in the winter 
months.  There’s a lot to be said for such a pleasant location, along with uncomplicated park-
ing and excellent food.  But most of you have noticed that The Friends as a group seldom meet 
at the Villa.  Sad to say that in the past there have rarely been opportunities for us to do so, 
mainly due to lack of suitable space for hire and its availability.  But next year, thanks to the 
new CEO Chris Piggott, and the ORT Chairman Anthony Turnbull, it has been agreed that The 
Friends will  given the opportunity to gather at the Villa on three social occasions each year as 
well as our Annual General Meetings. Watch this space!! 

The Friends of  
Brading 

Roman Villa 
Tel 01983 811408 

mail@friendsofbradingromanvilla.com 

Address for correspondence: 

1  Ashey Cottages, Ashey Road, Ryde 

Isle of Wight PO33 2XE 

 

The Friends Committee: 

President:    Martin Boswell  
Chairman:    Wendy Gannon 
Vice-Chairman:  Sam Twining LVO OBE DL 
Membership Sec:  Pat Barber 
Minutes Secretary:  Sheila Burch 
Treasurer:      Michael Jennings 
Volunteer Co-ord: Joan Hooper 
Newsletter Editor: Noel Stimson 
Committee:  David Burch,  
  Neville Carr 
  Kenneth Hicks  
  Peter Mills      
  Jill Savage,  
  Roger Whitby-Smith 

 
Registered Charity No. 1110720 

Registered address: 

Morton Old Road 
Brading 

Isle of Wight 
PO36 0EN   

 
MEETING THE ANCESTORS 

-- AND SOME VIKINGS! 
An evening with TV and radio ar-

chaeologist  

JULIAN RICHARDS 
presented by 

The IW Natural History &  
Archaeological Society 

 
Saturday 3 March 2007   7.30pm 

Medina Theatre (Tel 527020) 
Tickets: £5.00  Children (15 and un-

der) £2.00      

No Reserved Seats 

On sale from 2 January  2007 
 


