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The Royal Visit –  
Opening Day 31st July 2005 
 
 
 

C hildren from three schools and a large number of Friends lined the path-
way up to the Villa on 31st July to see HRH The Duke of Edinburgh arrive 
to officially open the Exhibition. The Duke was escorted into the Villa by 
David Guy, where he was introduced to the Trustees of the Oglander Ro-

man Trust, the staff, and then unveiled a plaque commemorating the occasion. The 
Friends provided a leather-bound Visitor’s Book, specially made for us by Father 
Nicholas at Quarr Abbey. This, too, is now on display in the Shop turned to the 
first page showing the Duke’s signature. The Duke spent a long time in the Exhibi-
tion – his interest was obvious – and then moved into the café  to meet some of the 
major benefactors, including representatives from English Heritage, Island chari-
ties,  Patrons and Sponsors of the Villa.   There must have been well over 150 peo-
ple assembled inside the Villa, with not a lot of room to move around in, but the 
Duke managed to speak to most people before he had to leave for Cowes.   It was a 
memorable occasion – all the arrangements went smoothly, and it was an honour 
and a great pleasure for the Villa 
to welcome His Royal Highness.  

Everyone was then invited 
into the exhibition to see Ms Jane 
Weeks of English Heritage unveil 
the stained glass panel commis-
sioned by the Isle of Wight Society 
and placed in the window of the 
drum tower.    The Society’s Con-
servation Awards are given annu-
ally for high standards of plan-
ning, building development and 
conservation and the Oglander 
Roman Trust has been particu-
larly honoured this year by the  

(continued on page 2) 
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award of a specially created, one-off, Posterity Award.   Crafted by 
local stained glass artist Jo Burley, the panel depicts the scene 
which the inhabitants of the original Villa would have viewed from 
the front door (see photo below).   
 The Villa also won The Green Island Award for 2005 and 
the highly prized Civic Trust’s Special Rural Design award 2005 
sponsored by the Countryside Agency. Particularly pleasing was 
the fact that the Civic Trust used a picture of the Villa on the front 
page of their web site.                                                        
 
 

 

W e welcome Suzanne Hudson who, as Chief Executive, is responsible for the 
day to day running of the whole site, and the commercial success of the 
Villa.   It has had a flying start this year:  no less than 47,000 people came 
to see the exhibition in its first complete year of operation. 

 

S adly, we have to say goodbye to David Guy, the Chairman of the Oglander Ro-
man Trust, who is to retire after 11 years’ tireless work leading the Trustees in 
their successful bid to save the mosaics from reburial.   His work for the Villa 
cannot be underestimated, for without his direction and commitment, the mosa-

ics undoubtedly would have been lost.  All the Friends extend their grateful thanks and 
send good wishes for the future.  Also Neville Carr is to become semi-retired.   Fortu-
nately, he is not severing his connection with the Villa completely -  he will be back to 
take school parties on tours of the exhibition.  

 

T he Friends of Brading Roman Villa has just become formally registered as a 
Charity.   This is really good news for it will greatly extend our ability to raise 
funds and to secure grants to help achieve the future plans for the Villa.   Fund 
raising has continued during this year with the Friends’ publicity brolly going to 

Brading Day, the Garlic Festival and Totland’s Art on the Turf Walk.   Thanks go to all 
the Friends who turned out to spend an hour or so at these events.   We all talked inces-
santly about the Villa, the new story – and the wicked cream teas to be had in the café.   

It’s gratifying to hear the enthusiastic comments from people who have already 
been to the exhibition, and even better, those who told us they have been back 
again with their friends.     
 It has been a slow start, but we are beginning to attract volunteers for the 
projects which we have been asked to pursue.   About a dozen of our members 
are now training as tour guides – more will be needed if the Villa is to provide 
tours for casual groups of visitors.    
 Despite having their own gardens to look after, about half a dozen Friends 
have spent an hour or so every now and then trying to tidy up the garden in front 
of the Villa.  Regrettably, the large project to make three more formal plots has 
been shelved for the time being - it was the only sensible course of action.  Apart 
from needing Ancient Monument Planning permission before we could even start, 
a nearly full-time gardener would be needed to maintain such a large area after 
we had constructed it.  Realistically, The Friends could neither fund this nor 
could we undertake to do the work on a volunteer basis.      

  

Comings...... 

…….and Goings 

What we’ve been up to …….. 

The Royal Visit  -  (continued)                                    

Jo Burley’s beautiful  
stained glass panel 

Photo: JP 
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 However, we have made a start on refurbishing the existing formal garden.  
There have been many offers of plants and cuttings,  and this autumn will see the 
major effort of soil improvement and the replacement of the lost (eaten!) plants.   We 
do need many more hands, please, for this one-off push to make a labour-saving gar-
den.   After that, only a few volunteer hands will be needed to maintain it.    All the 
gardeners met and the plan is ready to put into action  – will you join us?     

 The Friends’ own fund raising events and activities at the Villa have been tem-
porarily curtailed for a variety of reasons not least of which is the new requirement 
for an entertainment licence, the cost of which could not reasonably be included in a 
ticket price for our small audiences.   Reserving room at the Villa is also difficult dur-
ing the peak seasons.  Regrettably we have had to cancel two proposed events, but 
these stumbling blocks are only temporary and will eventually be resolved.    We are 
still looking at a Christmas get-together, but it may not include carols!  Talks and 
lectures can happen, though, and on Friday, 14th October Mike Rainey is coming to 
speak to us at the Villa about the new building and its construction from the 
 architect’s point of view.                                                                                    

Possible Future Developments    
by Ken Hicks,    Managing Trustee, Oglander Roman Trust 

T he Trustees are delighted with the rebuild of the Villa’s cover building, but it 
is clear that there are certain limitations. These were mainly caused by the 
difficulty of raising sufficient funds to undertake everything necessary in the 
original project. 

Visitors to the site quickly notice that we need to protect the well site and the 
hypocaust to the same standard as the main Villa complex.   The old corrugated iron 
sheds built in 1907 have clearly reached the end of their life, and aesthetically are a 
blot on the attractive redesigned area. 

Possibly not so obvious is the urgent need to provide additional facilities in the 
new part of the building.   Despite now employing up to 14 full- and part-time staff, 
there is no staff room. This should be available as a place to relax for those few mo-
ments in a busy day, somewhere to get away from the constant flow of visitors and 
not be always in the public eye. 

There is also an almost total lack of storage space – almost 70% of the Villa’s ar-
tefacts are stored elsewhere. With the plan to keep changing the contents of the dis-
play cases, this makes life very difficult.   We have no quiet area where students may 
study and this could be in a library setting. We have been offered the finest collection 
of books on the Roman period in private hands, if we can provide a suitable setting.    

Also on the wish list is museum space for non-Roman Archaeology and things 
not specifically found at Brading. The County is very keen to join us in opening more 
exhibition space, as they have enormous collections that just have to be hidden away 
at the present time. Inevitably with all this, more office space will be needed. 

Finally, if it were possible to provide another activity room for the use of the 
thousands of schoolchildren who visit us each year, this would allow the coffee shop 
to expand its seating, as it frequently seems to overflow. 

To provide the extra accommodation would probably require a three bay exten-
sion to the rear of the current offices.   We are delighted to say that the architects, 
Rainey Petrie Johns, have provided, free of charge, outline plans and suggestions for 
the new extension and also for the two cover buildings.   The cost for both projects is 
likely to be in the region of £750,000 including VAT and although nothing has yet 
been decided, the Trustees will be considering this major project in the relatively near 
future.   We will, of course, need to get the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund;   

English Heritage; the Isle of Wight Council and, not least, the Friends of the Villa, 
to see this new and really important project through to completion. 

Our ideal timescale would be to finalise ideas and plans by mid 2006 and launch 
an appeal that autumn for work to commence in late 2007 to be completed for the 
2008 summer season. 

It does seem a long way away, but such a major improvement does take a time to 
complete and will certainly greatly improve the Villa complex for both visitors and the 
staff who work so hard within it.   The Trustees would really appreciate the Friends’ 
support. 
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B etween AD 286 and 296, the Gallo-Roman military commander Carausius 
and his finance minister, Allectus, formed a renegade government, removing 
the Province of Britain from the control of Rome. It was already a turbulent 
time when government of the Empire was about to be split into Eastern and 

Western Provinces, so a bid for independence under a self-appointed emperor would 
have threatened the stability of the entire Roman Empire.   

This independence was based on naval power – perhaps the first time that sea 
power played a major part in British history.   By little better than piratical means,  
Carausius and Allectus controlled the sea-lanes of the English Channel and the North 
Sea, maintaining what was probably the most effective naval force in the Roman world 
after serious naval warfare ceased in the reign of Augustus.  

Carausius, an ordinary citizen of Menapia (today’s Belgium) originally earned his 
living as a ship’s pilot and was an expert seaman who knew the waters of the Channel 
and North Sea well.  He became a lieutenant in the Roman army under the command 
of Maximian (co-Emperor to Diocletian) and distinguished himself in suppressing a 
revolt by runaway slaves and peasants in northern Gaul.   Recognising his talents, 
Maximian gave him the task of fitting out a fleet at Boulogne in order to rid the coastal 
waters of marauding Franks and Saxons.   Carausius was undoubtedly successful in 
this, but it soon became clear that whilst he captured many barbarians and their 
ships, he neither returned the booty intact to the provincials nor sent it to Rome.  His 

arrest and execution was ordered and when Carausius learned 
of it, opportunist that he was, he took his fleet of ships and 
claimed imperial power in Britain.  Brading Haven is thought to 
have been the home port for the rebel fleet.       
In an attempt to restore Roman rule, a campaign against Carau-
sius was mounted by Maximian in 289.  A fleet was assembled 
but, officially at least, the attempt was scotched by bad weather.   
It is quite possible that it was actually Carausius's naval su-
premacy which was responsible for the failure.   Eutropius re-
ports that  ". . . peace was eventually concluded since war had 
proven to be ineffective against a man so skilled in military mat-
ters."  Carausius was allowed to retain his sovereignty over Brit-
ain, which probably then included part of Northern France.  He 
had been judged quite competent to command and to defend its 

inhabitants against warlike tribes.   But it was obviously an uneasy peace.  Clearly 
unhappy with the situation, Rome described him and his compatriots as the 
‘abominable clique’.  Locally, however, Carausius’s roguish exploits had won him 
popularity and this claim of independence would probably have been welcomed by 
British landowners.   Removal from the domination of Rome and the ever-increasing 
taxes would have had its attraction. Already well established as a trading post with 
the rest of the known world, the Island and the Villa may have played a pivotal role in 
these turbulent times.  Brading Haven was a large, safe anchorage and, close to its 
shore, the Villa could well have offered ships provisioning, even accommodation.  The 
long iron nails found on site suggest ship repair work was carried out and the recent 
excavations revealed the corner of what could possibly be a very large bath house, 
running across the site roughly where the main gates are now.    

During this period of rebellion, Allectus was entrusted to manage the treasury 
and Carausius continued to build and maintain the series of forts guarding all the 
navigable estuaries from Portchester to The Wash  - The Saxon Shore.  It was as much 
a defence against marauding barbarians as it was against Rome. 

The renegade government probably had its capital in London and it is fairly cer-
tain that Carausius established a mint there.   The breakaway regime has left little 
evidence of its existence, except for coins, most of which carried clever propaganda.    
Inscriptions suggest that Carausius saw himself as a saviour, restoring the traditional 
values of Rome's 'good old days'.   The ships reminded the true Emperor that Britain 
was well defended.   Oceanus, a sea god, was also shown as a protector.   Linked 
hands and the inscription ‘Fratres’ aimed to show a strong union, including with the 
true Emperor.   

“The Abominable Clique”     
   Rebellion  286 – 296 AD           by Wendy Gannon 

David Low “entrenched”David Low “entrenched”  

Photo:  BRV File 
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When Constantius I  became Caesar of the Western Provinces he 
was given the immediate task of recovering Britain.  He had first 
to recapture Boulogne to assemble a large fleet there, whilst his 
Praetorian Prefect, Ascelpiodotus, assembled another fleet at 
Rouen.   Constantius also regained the allegiance of the rebel-
lious Gallic legion and defeated the Franks of the Rhine mouth, 

who supported Carausius.   Back in Britain, in the wave of panic which must have 
followed the loss of the crucial port of Boulogne in 293, and probably fearful for his 
own fate, Allectus killed Carausius and took the role of Emperor for himself.    

In 296, thanks to a thick fog blanketing the Island, the arrival of the first of 
the two Roman fleets – that of Ascelpiodotus - was not noticed.  They slipped past 
the Island, landed at Southampton, and with an arrogance that declared they were 
not going to go home, they burnt their boats and marched on London.  Allectus fol-
lowed, finally catching up with them near Silchester, but lacking his predecessor’s 
military skill, was defeated and killed in the battle.  Constantius arrived in London 
in time to despatch the remains of Allectus’s retreating army and the province was 
returned to Roman rule. 

It was a brief period of independence - only about 6 years - and in the final ret-
ribution from Rome, the Villa at Brading was put to the torch and the estate confis-
cated.                       

                

U nder Carausius and Allectus, 
coins were minted in Britain 
for the first time for 250 
years. Two mints were in-

volved, one with mintmark including 
the letter L which had to be Londinium 
(London) and another with signature C 
or CL. The attribution of this mark has 
been questioned for many years and at 
one time Camulodum (Colchester) was 
favoured, then Clausentum (Bitterne, 
near Southampton).   It has never been 
satisfactorily resolved where this mint 
was situated. Other coins of Carausius 

bear no mintmark at all, while others have the letters RSR.    In the early part of his 
reign when Carausius controlled a large part of Gaul along the Channel coast, one 
mint, whose coins are sometimes marked R, is thought to have been Rotomagus 
(Rouen) in northern France.  This short period of independence generated an excep-
tionally prolific coinage of great historical content.                                                                                               

 

“the abominable 
clique” 

Coins of the Rebellion 

“Guiding Light”                         by  Jill Savage 

I  suppose most of us can plead guilty to promising ourselves that we will visit 
the place just a few miles away that is of great interest but somehow never 
finding the time to get there. I can find reasons by the dozen;  there is always 
something else to do but when I saw the ad which said “Would suit retired 

teachers” what else could I do but turn up for an induction for tour guides at the 
Needles Old Battery, a place I had heard of but never been to.  

Before long I was taking school parties round and thoroughly enjoying my-
self, absorbing the history of the place and researching more. But as the years 
went by the charm of working in all winds and weathers and telling the same story 
wore off and I looked for somewhere nearer to home.  I was on a dig in Norfolk 
when I saw an article in The Times featuring the mosaics at Brading and the new 
cover building.   This was just the reason I needed to find out more about the 
Brading Roman Villa.  I checked the website, made contact and became involved.  

Allectus coin found at Brading  (BRV File photo) 
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L ike many people, I too see the swastika as 
a symbol of hate, horror and fear.  But 
then I was a child in the 1930’s and 40’s 
and that was my only real experience and 

impression of the swastika.  Intellectually, of 
course, I know now it was an ancient symbol of 
goodness and truth which the Nazis had adopted 
as their own, but that did not alter my child-like 
view of what I had always felt it stood for.   That 
is, until I became a Tour Guide at the Villa. 
Pointing out the swastika in the mosaic border in 
Room 12 to visitors, I became aware of some curi-
ous looks from my visitors, not to mention a few 
pointed questions.  I decided to find out more 
about this ancient sign. 
This is where the internet (known in our house as 
“the wibbly-wobbly-woo”) is so useful; a few mo-
ments of googling and up came almost 2 million 
sites about the swastika. 

There was a request for volunteers to become tour guides which was per-
fect for me. Here was the chance to learn a new story, and very attractively, it was 
under cover.  

A training session was arranged and about half a dozen of us turned up to 
find out how tour-guiding was to be organised and what the story was. We were 
introduced to Palladius who lived in his beautiful fourth-century villa and invited 
to come as often as we liked to go round the villa to see what was involved in a 
tour, learning the story as we did so. We were on our way. 

I made several visits, listened to Neville as he took school parties round, 
got out my books of myths and legends and started reading up about the figures 
in the mosaics. Friends and relations were persuaded to go round with me as I 
practised what I had to say. When could I start doing it for real?  

No definite dates were set; there seemed to be a delay in getting going. It 
soon became clear that this was deliberate. Before the new building could be 
erected exploratory excavations took place to make sure that no existing archae-
ology was damaged. Many interesting finds were made and these needed to be 
studied. Some of the research findings were coming back with evidence that the 
history of the villa was not what it had been thought to be. Why learn the old story 
when there was a new one to tell?  Back to square one. 

New training sessions were arranged and on a rainy day in August I found 
myself in the Brading Centre listening to the new story. We had to meet there as 
the villa was attracting so many visitors that there was no room for us there. Obvi-
ously the sooner we trained, the better. 

This session was more sophisticated than before. A Power Point presenta-
tion and a folder with plenty of notes for reference; what we can’t remember can 
easily be found, together with our own notes. Of course the subject matter of the 
mosaics hasn’t changed nor the general history of Roman Britain, but the context 
of the villa has. Palladius is no more. Instead it has been found that the villa is a 
hundred years older and was probably involved in a much more interesting and 
exciting period of Island history. 

It should not be long now before guides are ready to take round not only 
groups who have booked, but are on stand-by for any visitors who would like a 
guided tour. We are definitely getting there, so come along and find out just what 
is the new story. 

 
 
 

That Swastika in Room 12       
by Noel Stimson,       Tour Guide 

Photo:  Villa Guide Book 
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T he Romans believed that the gods 
ruled the natural world and con-
trolled every part of it.  Living as an 
extended family on Mount Olympus, 

they fell in love, quarrelled, were jealous and 
spiteful.  They were all-powerful.  Occasion-
ally they acted with great generosity but woe-
betide anyone who displeased them;  
grudges could be held for a very, very long 
time.  The stories were popular and provided 
motifs for murals and mosaics throughout 
the Roman world.   
 Let’s start with Medusa, who forms 
the centrepiece of the floor in room 12.  She 
was the youngest of three sisters, Stheno, 
Euryale and Medusa, the Gorgons. They 
were the granddaughters of Gaea (Mother 
Earth) and Pontus (the Sea).   
 While none of the sisters was beauti-
ful, Medusa was considered to be quite 
handsome.  They lived in a land that was 
dark and gloomy and Medusa hated it. She 
asked the goddess Minerva if she could go 
and live in the southern sunshine.   When 

Minerva said no, Medusa lost her temper and said that Minerva must be jealous be-
cause once the mortals saw Medusa they would no longer consider Minerva to be 
beautiful.  Minerva responded by turning Medusa’s hair to snakes and said that any 
man who looked into her eyes would be turned to stone.   Perseus used this to good 
effect when he rescued Andromeda, but that’s a story for next time. 
 

The very first one I opened was by Jennifer Rosenberg, and was part of a 
larger site covering Jewish 20th century history.   I have put together I synopsis of 
what Miss Rosenberg has researched and assembled: 

The swastika is possibly the oldest known symbol (at least 3000 years old  -  
pre-dating Egyptian ankh), and stands for sun, power, strength and good luck 
(you can see why the Nazis liked it).  When translated from its original Sanskrit 
spelling “sauvastika” it means “to be good”. 

It has been identified as in popular original use in India, China, Japan, Af-
rica and southern Europe, especially Greece and Rome. The symbol was also used 
by the ancient natives of north, south, central and arctic America, and was actu-
ally worn on the shoulder patches of the American 45th Infantry Division during 
World War I! 

In the 1930’s the Nazis altered the design slightly, as did many other users, 
by reversing the anti-clockwise arms and rotating the symbol slightly from verti-
cal/horizontal to a diagonal attitude.  Some scholars  today try to separate the two 
versions in this way, ascribing the older, anti-clockwise version with the positive 
attributes favoured by the ancient civilisations, suggesting the clockwise one was 
the illegitimate product of a violent and hateful 20th century regime. The truth is 
that the two versions are seen as interchangeable in ancient Chinese silk drawing. 

For us the swastika remains an enigmatic symbol damaged beyond repair 
such that its original meaning is all but lost to us emotionally, even though our 
historical understanding may remain intact. 

 

Who’s Who in Roman Mythology  -  Part I       
by Jill Savage,  Tour Guide 

The Gorgon MedusaThe Gorgon Medusa  
Photo: Villa Guide Book 
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We have been asked to provide VOLUNTEERS for The Big Day Out on 

Sunday, 9th October   
The Big Day Out launches Family Learning Week and the Villa will be 
providing the venue for Children’s Services from across the Island.  It 
is anticipated 2,000-3,000 members of the public will attend 
(additional activities/events will be held on the field to the south of the 
Villa).  There will be a range of marshal duties both in and outside 
including gap and gate duties, collecting waste and tidying up.  The 
Friends umbrella will be in the garden so we may be able to talk to 
people about that project and hopefully recruit some more volunteers.  
This is an enormously important day for the villa and volunteers from 
other organisations including the Rotary will also be involved.  If you 
are interested in assisting as a marshal please contact Jo Cowan on 
01983 406223.    

 “NUNTIUS”    The Newsletter of the Friends of Brading Roman Villa 
This Newsletter is edited by Dr Noel Stimson, (Tel 874204, email: Noel_Stimson@compuserve.com) and 
printed and published by the Friends of Brading Roman Villa. 
The contents of this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of the Staff Archaeologists, 
the Committee or the Trustees of  the Oglander Roman Trust, and no responsibility is taken for the accuracy or 
validity of the contents. 

 
We have delayed this newsletter for as long as we could so as to include the 
official opening by Prince Philip, and also to bring you the amazing news that 
the destruction of the Villa occurred 100 years earlier than was thought.   The 
archaeologists are only now getting back some results of analyses on sam-
ples found during the initial preparation of the site, and carbon dating has con-
firmed that none of the Villa‘s artefacts can be dated later than 300 AD.  As a 
result, the story of Palladius (360 AD) no longer stands up.   A whole new 
story is emerging, one that may never be complete, but it certainly seems the 
Villa and its inhabitants were right in the middle of one of the most exciting 
periods of British history  -  the Romano-British rebellion against the might of 
Rome.  

Proscriptio: 

Photo: BRV File 
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Enquiries 
01983 811408 

 
 

Mike Rainey 
Architect — Rainey Petrie Johns 

Is to give an illustrated talk on the challenges presented and overcome  
in the design and construction of  

the new building at Brading Roman Villa 
 

Friday, 14th October, 2005 
7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. (approx.) 

 
Q & A 

Tour of the exhibition with Mike Rainey 
                                       All are welcome 

Tickets: £5.00                                           
Members of the Friends: £3.00 

Not to be missed! 

       A little help from our Friends, please....... on 

THE BIG DAY OUT 

Advance bookings   
01983 811408 


