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I  am delighted to have this 
opportunity to welcome the first 
Friends of Brading Roman Villa 
newsletter. The Trustees of the 

Oglander Roman Trust have the 
responsibility of looking after the 
important site at Brading and the 
challenge of erecting the new Cover 
Building and Visitor Centre. The 
£2.7M project is just getting 
underway. A Great deal of work will 
be necessary to ensure that the new 
building not only protects the 
mosaics but enables both Islanders 
and the many thousands of 
mainland visitors to enjoy the 

outstanding mosaics. 
The Trustees look forward to the 
assistance of the Friends in 
commissioning the new buildings by 
working together and sharing our 
resources and efforts.  I have every 
confidence the Centre will be 
something we can all  be proud of, 
and the visitors, particularly the 
children will be able to appreciate 
our Roman Heritage. 
 
 
 
David Guy,  Chairman of the 
Trustees 

Welcome to your Newsletter!  
from David Guy, Chairman of the Trustees 
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A week to remember!      by Sheila Low 

A Brief Background to the Current Work at the Villa 
by Neville Carr, Curator and General Manager 

P rince Edward visited the Villa on 
22nd May – we were very flattered 
that he chose to add the Villa to 
his already tight schedule.  We 

had hoped that the Countess of Wessex 
would accompany him, but sadly her 
pregnancy prevented this.  The Prince 
saw the mosaics and then joined the 
Trustees and a small number of invited 
guests for tea in a marquee on the grass 
outside.  Enthusiastic ladies of Brading 
WI supplied tea and cakes and a large 
party of visiting schoolchildren added to 
the buzz of the occasion, getting the 
unexpected chance to see the Prince, 
and to wave goodbye as his helicopter 
lifted off from the grass behind the car 
park.   
 Only the evening before we had 
launched our fundraising appeal with a 
reception in the Durbar Room at Osborne 
House.   English Heritage gave us special 
permission for this and it could not have 
been a more impressive place to entertain 
the 120-or-so people who were invited.  

The atmosphere which the Durbar Room 
created was really good and we raised a 
large sum in personal donations.    Spon-
sorships and subscriptions to The Friends 
are still being received as a result of that 
evening. 
 The big event was an ambitious, all 
day, rolling programme of speakers at the 
Medina Theatre on Sunday, 25th May.    
All sorts of people came to hear eminent 
Island and Mainland archaeologists speak 
on their specialities, and to say a good 
word or two about the Villa!   The preser-
vation of our Island heritage was a con-
stant theme throughout the day, and 
again, we received much generous sup-
port for the Villa. 
 An enormous amount of goodwill 
has been built up and we are particularly 
grateful to those members of the public 
who have so generously supported this 
tremendous effort to see the Villa‟s future 
assured.   Brading Roman Villa is now 
getting the attention and prominence it 
deserves. 

I n 1998, Southern Water began to 
carve the landscape at Yaverland 
for the new sewage pipeline and in 
doing so altered the Roman aspect 

of Brading. The remains of a Roman 
style building was found in the field near 
the small roundabout above 
Marshcombe Shute. Just over a hundred 
years previously, our Villa at Brading 
was discovered, not by pipeline work but 
farming activity and except for a period 
during the second World War, has been 
an attraction of historical importance 
ever since.  Partly exposed to the ele-
ments for the first twenty years or so, the 
present cover building was erected 

about 1907 and encompasses the west 
wing which we would regard as the Villa 
farmhouse. It has done a magnificent job 
but with a building constructed of iron 

Kevin Trott with contractor Kevin RannKevin Trott with contractor Kevin RannKevin Trott with contractor Kevin Rann   

(Continued on page 5) 
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The new works begin! 
Report from David Tomalin 

A ugust 4th was a signifi-
cant day when the con-
tracted archaeo-logical 
team, led by Kevin Trott, 

began work on the `footprint' of the 
new cover building. Kevin Rann, a 
local contractor, has now been 
engaged to carry out the ground-
works. This has meant that builders 
and archaeologists have been 
working together to dig the founda-
tion trenches and install the deep 
concrete pads. 

But what is building 31? 
Building 31 is a detached stone 
building sited in a slightly skewed 
position behind the main villa 
house. It was first uncovered by the 
Victorian excavators (Price and 
Price) in 1880-1. It now seems that 
it was then left open by the Victori 

 
ans who surrounded it by iron rail- 
ings. This building is virtually 
square and it has invited specula-
tion that it was originally a kitchen, 
a shrine, or even a mausoleum. 
Partial excavation of the interior has 
revealed some fragments of expen-
sive 4h century glass vessels and 
evidence of painted walls. The 
builders used local limestone beach 
boulders in the construction of the 
lower courses of the wall. A sur-
prise has been the apparent ab-
sence of a doorway. This has rein-
forced the arguments of the mauso-
leum lobby who argue that the 
occupant would hardly expect to get 
out! 
 
 
David Tomalin 
 

A word from your Newsletter Editor 

I  feel privileged to have been 
asked by Ken Hicks to be 
Newsletter Editor for the 
Friends of Brading Roman 

Villa.  I have some experience of 
amateur newsletters and journal-
ism, but sadly my knowledge of 
Roman and pre-history is limited to 
Ben Hur and the Flintstones, so I 
will be relying heavily on friends 
and colleagues whom I hope will 
guide me appropriately throughout 
these columns!  I will also be rely-
ing on you, the Friends, as well as 
the experts, to provide me with 

material for this journal, and I look 
forward to producing a useful and 
interesting magazine for you all. 
 
Generously given a free hand to do 
more or less as I please (very 
dangerous, Ken!) I chose the title 
“Nuntius” with some expert help 
from David Low; it translates appro-
priately from the latin  as 
“announcer” or “bringer of news”. 
 
 
Noel Stimson, Newsletter Editor 
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O ur logo, „Cocky‟, the 
disgruntled cartoon 
chicken, represents the 
unique nature of the 

mosaics at Brading Roman Villa.  
The cockerel-headed man was the 
first mosaic unearthed at Brading in 
1880 – there is no other like it in 
Europe – and it points the way to 
our understanding of the origins of 
the Villa and of the man who built it.   
The mosaic is itself a cartoon – the 
emperor Gallus (his name means 
„cockerel‟ in Latin) first sentenced 
our man to death – he was eventu-
ally reprieved but then banished to 
the farthest point of the Roman 
Empire at that time – the Isle of 
Wight.   After his former sophisti-
cated life, our man would not have 
been too happy about his enforced 
relocation!   His thoughts about 
Gallus can well be imagined and he 
took the opportunity of expressing 
them in the form of what could be 
called a piece of 4th century graffiti.   
A lot of research into our man‟s 
history has been done and, in  a 
subsequent newsletter,  fascinating 
findings will be published.  
 
Fund Raising 
To raise the £2.7 million to protect 
the Brading Roman Villa has been 
one of the largest and most chal-
lenging voluntary fund raising 
projects ever seen on the Island.   
Of course, obtaining the Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant of approximately 
£2.1m was the key without which it 
would have been quite an impossi-
ble task.   Even so, the Trustees 
had to raise almost another 
£750,000 from other sources.   This 
total has almost been reached, and 
the urgency to start work can be 
understood when it is appreciated 
that building costs for a project of 

this size are increasing by about 
£5,000 each month that the start is 
delayed. 
 
There has been wonderful support 
from both Island and Mainland 
organisations and, in particular, 
from individual residents of the 
Island.  There is still a sum of about 
£65,000 needed to fully undertake 
the project, but the Trustees are 
confident that by the time the final 
bills have to be paid in Autumn of 
2004, this total will have been 
reached.   Meanwhile, our thanks 
go to all concerned who have 
donated or become actively in-
volved in promoting and publicising 
the Villa. 
 
We are able to provide speakers, 
videos and slide presentations for 
any group or organisation that 
would like to have a talk on the 
Villa, its history and importance in 
the Roman archaeological world – 
just apply to the Hon. Secretary, 
Ted Sandle. 
 
New cover building update 
On the 4th August the ground work 
contractors moved on to the site 
and started preparatory work for the 
foundations.   A team of no less 
than four professional archaeolo-
gists, under the supervision of 
Kevin Trott, started to assess the 
artefacts which resulted from the 
excavations.   This team was ably 
and enthusiastically assisted by 
several experienced volunteers, 
members of the I.W.Natural History 
and Archaeological Association and 
our local Island metal detecting 
club, all of whom did a wonderful  
job.   Many interesting items we 
discovered and formerly unknown 

(continued on back page) 
 

Who is Cocky, and where did the money for the new cover 
building come from?  
Some FAQs answered by Wendy Gannon and Ken Hicks 

“Cocky” 
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stanchions and corrugated iron, this has 
now deteriorated to the point where it no 
longer protects the magnificent mosaics 
and the many finds which we all cherish so 
much. Two potentially disastrous floods in 
1990 and 1994 threatened the very exis-
tence of the site and it is now difficult to 
describe the view in March of 1994 of the 
main building flooded end to end with 
muddy brown water, the end wall of Room 
12 being stained where the rivulets had run 
down. 

The Villa at that time was still in the hands 
of the Oglander family who had striven over 
the years to keep the site going, but in view 
of the flooding and the resources needed to 
rescue it from further deterioration, decided 
that in order to give the site the chance it 
deserved and to preserve it for generations 
to come, the best way forward was to form 
a Trust to be known as the Oglander Ro-
man Trust. Since its formation in 1994, the 
Trust has run the Villa and as a result many 
improvements have been made including a 
safe and properly surfaced entrance road, 
a new car park (the old one was actually on 
archaeologically sensitive ground within the 
Villa complex and was damaging to the 
site), and the purchase of additional ground 
including that part of the field on the south 
side so that once again the south wing was 
within the site and protected. The small 
Roman garden was started. 

During the closed season of 1994/5, interior 
cladding was attached to the cover building 
walls and the whole inside painted its 
present colour. This improved the light 
within the building. The artefacts on display 
were removed from the showcases, altera-
tions made in some instances and the 
order and theme of the display completely 
re-styled so that the story of construction, 
lifestyle and occupation could be told.   

A young Kevin Trott (now archaeologist 
supervising the present works) was very 
much involved as he was when the new car 
park was constructed in its present location 
This provided valuable evidence that the 
site was far older than originally thought 
and the occupation date was pushed fur-
ther back when trial trenches were dug in 
early Spring of 2002. The flaked flint finds 

suggest Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze 
Age activity so it is possible we are looking 
at 10,000 BC as a start date. 

The discovery of a possible fourth wing, the 
east wing, was made at this time, making 
Brading a true courtyard Villa. Truly Brad-
ing must have been a very impressive site 
in the mid-IVth century when all the build-
ings were standing. Evidently a seafaring 
site, it had its own shore line where the Yar 
now flows, separated from Bembridge 
Down by a tidal waterway. If the other site 
on that small rise on the opposite shore we 
know as Yaverland was occupied, were the 
respective owners in competition with each 
other or did the two sites come under one 
ownership?  The Yaverland site seems to 
have had a variety of uses.  Did the late 
occupant of our villa have the entrepreneu-
rial skills of business to run both sites, one 
as a successful farm and the other as an 
industrial site re-cycling metal? 
 

Since 23rd July 2003 the sites‟ financial 
future has been assured. The preliminary 
groundwork required before construction 
begins is well advanced and has already 
produced wonderful finds of coins, building 
materials and new buried structures.  Each 
has to be evaluated and this takes time as 
does the recording of it all.  The Trust has 
been advised that the building programme 
could take nearly a full year to complete, so 
that the site may not be fully open till Au-
gust 2004. It is planned to have some 
visitor facilities from the start of next sea-
son at the end of March 2004, and we shall 
try to retain our core base of school visits. 
 

David Low gets in a scrape 
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features of the Villa were unveiled.   
There will be a comprehensive report 
issued as soon as the full assessment is 
known, but it can be said that some 
features of significance and national 
archaeological importance were found. 
 
Tenders for the main building phase 
have been despatched to five contrac-
tors who are of a suitable size and 
interested in undertaking the new con-
struction.  Two of the firms are Island-
based and a decision on which to award 
the contract to will probably be an-
nounced at the end of October.   It is 
hoped that the main construction work 
will begin shortly after. 
 

The new cover building (continued from page 4) 

 

Cocky as he appears in the mosaic floor 
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Model and artist’s impression  of how 
the new cover building will look. 

 


