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Dear Friends,  
 
If you have visited the Villa recently you may have noticed display monitors have been installed in 
the museum and the reception area. These screens are part of the ongoing updating of Museum 
Signage. In parts the present signage is out of date and new dating information coming from the 
2008 to 2010 excavations will be part of a revamp of the way information and artifacts are 
presented and displayed in the Museum. The FBRV are involved with fund raising and research 
involving the project. We have also installed new sign boards in the Roman Garden, explaining 
the plants in the garden and their usage as food and medicine in Roman times. 
 
Volunteers are as ever active in helping to improve the visitors experience.  We have set up 
specialist training programs to create teams of volunteers to: 
 
1. Work with the education department, helping school children with educational activities at 

the Villa. 
2. Guide large groups of people around the Museum. 
3. Guide blind and partially sighted visitors around the Museum.  
 
The gardening team work in all weathers to maintain the grounds to a high standard, looking after 
over 300 cob nut trees, the wild meadow, and maintaining the chalked out parts of the North and 
South ranges of the Villa.   
If you would like to help, please contact John Hardy on: caulkhead5@btinternet.com   
 
By now (I hope) you are aware that a fundraising Roman Living History weekend is taking place 
in August involving actors who took part as gladiators in the Russell Crowe film “Gladiator”. As 
well as the gladiators, there will be Living History displays for all the family. Please help support 
this event. Even if you can’t attend, let your family and friends know about it. If you use social 
media, please spread the news as far as you can.  
 
We will have our own Friends’ tent at the Living History Weekend. We have been collecting 
history books that would not be of use in the Friends research library, so if you have any history 
books or DVDs that you no longer want, can we please have them for sale over the event - you 
can leave them at the Villa reception. We are also looking for day to day paperbacks for sale in 
the restaurant. 
 
The coffee mornings held on the first Tuesday of the month at 11am continue to be well attended. 
Come along and meet other members of the Friends. It’s worth it just for the cakes on sale. 
 
I would like to end by thanking you for your continuing support of the FBRV, and to thank the 
volunteers/trustees who give their time and energy in many ways in order to help the Villa 
function as a first class museum and visitor attraction.   

I look forward to meeting you at the Villa. 

David Reeves. 
Chairman FBRV.  

Chairman’s Report: 
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The following paper, by the 
rev. Edmund Kell, giving an 
account of a recent discovery 
at the Roman villa at 
Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight, 
revised from descriptive notes 
submitted to the Association 
at the Newbury Congress, 
was laid before the meeting. 
"Until within a few years it had 
been the opinion of 
antiquaries generally, that the 
Romans resided very little in 
the Isle of Wight. Sir R. 
Worsley, sir H. Engelfield, the 
rev. R. Warner, and others, 
historians of the Isle, either 
ignored any traces of their 
residence, or limited those 
simply to half a dozen Roman 
coins found at Carisbrooke. 
 
The successive discoveries of 
Roman coins since the date of 
their publications amounting 
at Shanklin to six hundred in 
an ampulla; in Barton Wood, 
near Osborne, to a gallon 
measure of them; to one 
hundred and fifty others from 
various parts of the Isle, now 
deposited in the Museum at 
Newport; with others in private 
collections, have tended to 
shew, that probably few parts 
of England of equal extent are 
more prolific of Roman coins 
than the Isle of Wight. 
Independently of these coins 
and of various Roman relics 
found in the Isle of Wight, the 
discovery of a Romano-British 
pottery at Brixton, and of the 
sites of the scattered relics of 
two Roman villas at 
Clatterford and Brixton, 
recorded in the Journal of this 
Association, 1856, vol. xii, p. 
141, have led to the conviction 
of a much larger Roman 
occupation than had 

previously prevailed. Newport, 
itself, the ancient Medina, was 
probably of Roman origin. 
Several Roman roads have 
been pointed out, and it is 
certain from the sculptured 
Roman stones in the ancient 
Roman station of Clausentum 
near Southampton, that the 
Romans quarried both on the 
north and south of the Isle of 
Wight. But though these 
evidences of Roman 
occupation have crowded 
upon us of late years, there 
was still wanting more of that 
decidedly ocular proof which 
should satisfy the still 
doubting antiquary. That proof 
has been lately afforded by 
the discovery of a Roman 
villa, in good preservation at 
Carisbrooke, and it is to a 
brief sketch of this discovery 
that I now call the attention of 
the Members of the 
Association. "This Roman 
Villa was discovered by 
William Spickernell, esq., on 
the 28th of April, 1859, at the 
bottom of the vicarage field, 
about a quarter of a mile east 
of the scattered relics of the 
Roman villa at Clatterford. 
 
Whilst observing the 
operations of some workmen 
excavating the ground for the 
foundation of the vicarage 
stables, he perceived some 
Roman tiles among the 
upturned earth, and having 
obtained the permission of the 
vicar, the rev. E. B. James, to 
make any investigation he 
desired, he cut trenches in 
various directions, until he had 
arrived at the outer walls of 
the villa, and ascertained its 
dimensions. On the day 
following the discovery, Mr. 

Spickernell, knowing the 
interest 1 had taken in the 
Roman antiquities of the Isle 
of Wight, kindly acquainted 
me with the discovery, and I 
have had frequent 
opportunities since that period 
by personal inspection of 
verifying the information which 
I now offer of the villa, for the 
particulars of which I am 
mainly indebted to William 
Spickernell, esq., 1 and to Dr. 
Wilkins, a well known and 
able antiquary in the Isle of 
Wight.2 " The villa is from one 
hundred and ten to a hundred 
and twenty feet long, its 
northern side being forty- 
eight feet broad, and its 
southern side sixty-four feet 
broad. Its floors at the north 
were six feet below the level 
of the turf, gradually 
diminishing with the slope of 
the ground to three 1 Vide 
letter to the Hants Advertiser, 
on the Roman villa at 
Carisbrooke, August 27, 1859. 

J As Dr. Wilkins and Mr. Brion 
are about to publish An 
Exposition of the Geology, 
Antiquities, and Topogrgphy 
of the Isle of Wight, to be 
illustrated by plates of the 

(Continued on page 4) 

BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 
1860 Report: pages, 312-315. 

Carisbrooke Roman Villa (1859) 

Mosaic in Room O (from Collectanea 
Antiqua VI (1868) plate XIX)  
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tessellated pavement and 
other antiquities discovered at 
Carisbrooke, it has not been 
thought necessary to illustrate 
Mr. Roll's paper; but in justice 
to Dr. Wilkins and Mr. Brion, 
to refer our readers to their 
publication. feet at the south. 

The walls were about two feet 
thick and were built of chalk, 
the outer ones being faced 
with flint. Painted plaster on 
their first discovery was found 
on many of the walls, and 
cement moulding may still be 
seen skirting several rooms. 
"The villa fronted the south, 
and was opposite Carisbrooke 
castle, which no doubt then 
existed, as it is of ancient 
British origin, and Roman 
bricks have been found in the 
interior ; there appears to 
have been about twelve 
rooms, arranged with 
considerable regard to 
convenience; three on the 
south, the atrium —two on 
each side, one on the north of 
the atrium, and three at the 
northern side of the villa. The 
three on the south side of the 
villa cannot now be made out, 
in consequence of the 
vicarage stables being built on 
them. They had a kind of 
cement floor. The westward 
one appears to have been the 
sudatorium, having a 
hypocaust under it, and 

contiguous; outside the 
stabling and at the south-
western extremity of the 
atrium was the bath, having 
also a hypocaust beneath it, 
visible through a small hole 
made accidentally by the 
workmen. The bath is in good 
preservation; it is semicircular; 
its height is about sixteen 
inches, and its greatest length 
seven and a half feet. Three 
stone steps near it descend to 
a part which has various 
indications of having been the 
site of the furnace. Beyond 
the three rooms on which the 
stable stands is the atrium, 
the floor of which was formed 
of roughly formed red brick 
tesserae, without any plan. It 
is not quite clear what the 
exact dimensions of the 
atrium were, but Dr.Wilkins, 
who enjoyed the best means 
of examination during the 
excavation, considers that it 
occupied two rectangular 
shaped spaces, which were 
nearly of the same width from 
north to south. The upper 
rectangular space was only 
about twenty-four feet from 
east to west, whilst the lower 
rectangular space was forty-
six feet from east to west, 
occupying very nearly the 
whole breadth of the villa.  

 
The length of the atrium in its 
greatest extent was thirty- 
eight feet. Supposing, then, 
the whole of this space to 
have been the atrium, at the 
upper end of its western side 

was an entrance into a small 
room, paved with eight inch 
red tiles, which conducted to 
long narrow apartments north 
and south of it, which were 
probably dormitories. The 
atrium opened on its north 
side into a large square 
apartment twenty-two feet by 
twenty-one feet, paved with 
one inch tessellae, which may 
have been the dining room. 
There is some appearance of 
accommodation for a stove at 
the west of its entrance. On its 
north side is an opening into a 
smaller room with a cement 
floor, probably another 
dormitory.  

The dormitories varying in 
length from fourteen to thirty 
one feet, were from nine to 
ten feet wide. The entrance 
from the atrium to the eastern 
side of the villa was into an 
apartment twenty-four feet 
long and nine feet in width, 
which had a room of similar 
width on its south, and an 
apartment of fourteen feet 
square on its northern side; in 
this apartment there is a 
projection four feet square 
from what I have considered 
as the dining room. That 
apartment formed the gem of 
the villa, having in it a 
beautiful tessellated 
pavement. The fine tesserae 
of which this pavement is 
composed are of white, black, 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Carisbrooke Roman Villa as excavated 
(from Hillier History & Antiquities... 

1860s)  

Plan of the Villa (W. Spickernell 
(1860))  

Room O looking west towards 
rooms H (with chequerboard mosa-
ic) and I (from Collectanea Antiqua 

VI (1868) plate XVIII)  
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blue, and red colours, and are 
worked into parallelograms 
and other figures with scrolled 
or chain-like borders, 
enclosing the lotus flower and 
leaves. In the centre of the 
pavement are a beautiful vase 
and flowers. The borders are 
wide, and are composed of 
coarse white and red 
tesserae. On one side of the 
room portions of the 
plastering, which was painted 
in panels, remain; among the 
fragments on the ground, 
pieces were found, having 
flowers, leaves, and other 
figures in various colours of a 
bright hue. I have not seen 
any tessellated pavement of 
this pattern, but the chain-like 
bordering resembles a part of 
the pavement at Bramdean in 
Hants, and portions of the 
pavements found at 
Aldborough. 1 From the 
hollow sound proceeding from 
the floor of this apartment, it is 
not improbable that flues are 
extended beneath it." There 
are no marks of doors on the 
north side of the villa.  

 
A lonsr wall of about sixty feet 
extends on the western side 
from the vicinity of the bath, 
which probably inclosed outer 
offices of some kind. The villa 
was covered with stone 
roofing tiles, many of which 
were found with the nails 
sticking in them. They were 
cut in angular ornamental 
shapes, and, composed of a 
similar stone to Portland, and 
must have formed a 
handsome roof. There were 
six large square stones found 
in the villa, four of them 
connected with the atrium, 
which have been supposed to 
have formed the foundation of 
the pillars which supported a 
roof." The articles discovered 
in the villa have not proved of 
great value. Among them 
were three Roman coins, a 
Constantinus, a Claudius, a 
Posthumus, and a few of later 
times, as a silver penny of 
Edward. So many Roman 
coins have been found at 
Carisbrooke, that it was 
expected more would have 
been turned up.  

 
Besides the coins were found 
iron and bronze rings, hinges, 
knife-blade, ladies' bone hair 
pins, some nails eight or nine 
inches long, portions of 
querns and mortaria, window 
and other glass, many pieces 
of pottery, consisting of 
fragments of urns, paterae, 
etc. Wood ashes in various 
parts. There were besides, as 
is usual in Roman villas, 
abundance of oyster shells, 
with deer horns and the bones 
of other animals, as sheep, 
etc." The tessellated 
pavement at the principal 
room and the bath have 
fortunately been protected 
from the weather by sheds, 
and it is hoped that the 
intention originally entertained 
of roofing over the Villa, may 
still be effected." 
 
1 See Woodward's 
Hampshire, p. 128. Smith's 
Rdiquice Isauriana; plates 
12 and 14. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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First of all, I would like to thank the small but 
dedicated team of volunteer gardeners who 
work at the Villa, without them we just could 
not achieve the goals that we set ourselves. 

 
They had to make a big decision this year to 

remodel the Roman Garden, which meant a 
lot of hard work and planning. This was due to 
the fact that the garden had become 
overgrown with plants that had outgrown the 
space available including two of the fig trees 
and some roses that had, like some of us got 
to old and fat. These have been replaced with 
as near as we can the same roses and the 
figs have been replaced with four lovely 
young Juniper Skyrocket trees. The project 
will take some time to mature and we 
apologise for this but it will be worth it. 

 
 To help us with the hard work we have a 

new assistant called Poppy, this is a pretty 
little red tractor and trailer which has been 
generously loaned to us by one of the 
gardeners.  

The meadow is really repaying our hard 
work this year with a lovely show of cowslips, 
wild violets and plants that we planted and 
seeded over the last two seasons, and we are 
looking for more to come when the foxgloves, 
hollyhocks and cornflowers come into flower. 

 
With our help the greenhouse is now starting 

to produce plants to put into the garden and 
to sell on the plant stand, which again this 
year is also being supplied by very generous 
donations of plants from the Friends of the 
Villa which helps with financing of our garden 
and meadow. 

At this point I must mention Phil, who is the 
permanent gardener to the villa and who 
makes such a wonderful job of keeping the 
grass lawns and cobnut plantation looking 
immaculate, which brings me onto our other 
huge job, the cobnut plantation. This year we 
have had to hand weed all 300 odd trees and 
were advised that the trees needed some 
fertiliser and mulching. So with a nice 
financial donation, and Poppy’s help, we have 
put a staggering 8 tons of compost and 
Growmore around the trees and hopefully we 
will see them show their appreciation this 
year. 

I hope when you next visit the Villa and had 
your coffee and cake, you will take a stroll 
around the gardens and plantation and 
admire the beautiful views from the seat at 
the top and you will then see why we and the 
Romans loved this place.  

John Hardy 
Head Gardener 

The gardeners view  
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Frederick George Hilton Price. (1842-1909) 

Frederick George Hilton 
Price was one of the 
two professional 
archaeologists involved 
in the uncovering of 
Brading Roman Villa in 
the 1880s. 
 
He was an employee, 
and later a partner, of 
the London bank Child 
& Co. He was also a 

distinguished amateur historian, archaeologist 
and collector. 
 
Until recently we knew very little about the two 
archaeologists who unearthed Brading Roman 
Villa in the 1880s. What I did know is that 
Hilton Price was a banker with Child & Co.   
Child & Co was eventually swallowed up by 
another bank; and it seems that this process 
continued throughout the 20th century.  
Eventually I traced Child & Co to the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, where I found a very helpful 
archivist, Philip Winterbottom. I was surprised 
to find that they have a short biography 
detailing the main points of Hilton Price’s life. 
 
A few months after contacting the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, I received a phone call from Julia 
Mitchell a great niece of Hilton Price.  The 
archivist had told her that I was interested in 
her ancestor and passed on my contact 
details. Julia then put me in touch with Patrick 
Cooper, a great grandson of FGHP, and other 
members of the family. The family were able to 
give me more information regarding the 
banking side of the family and they still have 
some of FGHP things.  
 
I was fascinated to learn that FGHP lived in 
the Sandown Bay hotel, and that his daughter 
Ethelred (I believe was 13 at the time) 
corresponded with her father using Egyptian 
hieroglyphics on a postcard. (I wonder what 
the postman thought of that). 
 

Sometimes research is like waiting for a bus, 
nothing comes along for ages then 2 came at 
once. Shortly after contacting the FGHP 
family, Amy Baker (Amy works at Brading 
Villa) was researching the early years of 
tourism at Brading, and she came across more 
information regarding FGHP in the Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography. 
 
I am continuing to research the life of the other 
Victorian characters involved in the 
excavations at Brading.  
 
Can you help, do you have any information 
regarding  John Edward Price and Captain 
Thorp, or can anyone help in deciphering the 
hieroglyphic message from Ethelred? 
 

Below are the articles from the 
RBS and the ODNB. 

 
David Reeves, Chairman: Friends of Brading 
Roman Villa. 
 

Royal Bank of Scotland. 
 

Frederick George Hilton Price was born in 
Dalston, north east London, on 20 August 
1842. He was the eldest of seven children of 
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Frederick William Price, a clerk in Child & Co, 
and his wife Louisa Tinson. 
 
In 1866 his widowed father married Emma 
Chatterton Green (1834-1910). They had a 
further five children together. 
 
In 1867 Hilton Price’s father became a partner 
in Child & Co, and in 1874, senior acting 
partner. 
 
Frederick George Hilton Price was educated at 
Crawford College, Maidenhead. 
 
Name 
 
Frederick George Hilton Price was given the 
name ‘Hilton’ in honour of an uncle. Although 
officially a forename, he appears to have 
adopted it as part of his surname, being 
generally known as Mr Hilton Price. 
 
Despite this preference, there is no evidence 
that he ever officially changed his name. His 
children had the surname Price. 
 
Banking career 
 
After a short period as a junior clerk in another 
London bank, Hilton Price joined Child & Co in 
May 1860. Child & Co, perhaps alone among 
English banks of the period, made it possible 
for a clerk to work his way all the way up the 
bank to the level of partner, and Hilton Price’s 
career followed this course. In 1887, the year 
before his father died, Frederick George Hilton 
Price was promoted to fill a vacancy in the 
partnership. 14 years later, in 1901, he 
became senior acting partner. He retained that 
position until his death in 1909. 
 
In 1879 Hilton Price was one of the original 
members of the council of the Institute of 
Bankers, of which he was later deputy 
chairman. He also served on the council of the 
Central Bankers’ Association (a predecessor 
of the British Bankers' Association). 
 
Other interests and activities 
 
Hilton Price was an enthusiastic amateur 
historian, archaeologist and collector. In all 
these fields, he wrote and published 
meticulously researched and ground-breaking 
articles. 
 
History 
 
Child & Co itself was one of the earliest-
established banks in England, and Hilton Price 

developed a keen interest in its history. One of 
his earliest published monographs told the 
story of Child & Co and its premises. He 
returned to the subject later in his book The 
Marygold by Temple Bar (1902). 
 
He wrote books on the old street signs of the 
City of London and on the early history of 
banks and banking in London, both of which 
remain important today as works of reference. 
 
Many of Hilton Price’s publications were 
reports of work in progress rather than 
completed investigations. His own copies of 
his publications – some of which are held in 
The Royal Bank of Scotland Group’s archives 
– are copiously annotated with further 
information, some of which went on to appear 
in later editions of his works. 
 
Archaeology 
 
Hilton Price explored and sometimes 
excavated numerous archaeological sites in 
England and Wales, and wrote numerous 
learned papers recording and analysing his 
findings. 
 
When Child & Co’s Fleet Street premises were 
demolished and rebuilt in the late 1870s, Hilton 
Price undertook an excavation of the site. He 
published accounts of his findings in the 
1890s. It is probable that it was his discoveries 
about the history of the site that led to the 
inclusion of unusual vaulted ceilings within the 
bank’s new premises 
 
Collecting 
 
Hilton Price was an avid collector with a wide 
range of interests, including English 
(particularly London) and Egyptian antiquities. 
Among his most notable collections were 
important sets of spoons, coins and fossils. 
 
Many of the fossils in his collection derived 
from the Gault formation of Folkestone, on 
which he became an expert and wrote a 
substantial number of articles. Another of his 
articles related to fossils discovered during the 
excavation of the site of the new Law Courts in 
the Strand, almost opposite Child & Co. 
 
He exhibited   and published a catalogue of his 
collection of Egyptian antiquities. 
 
(Friends of Brading Roman Villa have an 
electronic copy on file. His daughter produced 
the illustrations for the catalogue)  
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He donated some items from his collections to 
museums during his lifetime. Others were sold 
after his death. As a consequence, numerous 
items formerly in Hilton Price’s possession can 
now be found in various museums, including 
the British Museum, the Museum of London, 
the Victoria & Albert Museum and the Pitt 
Rivers Museum. 
 
Memberships and offices held 
 
Hilton Price was an active member and office 
holder in numerous historical, archaeological, 
geological and zoological societies, including: 
 

 Society of Antiquaries (fellow and 
director) 

 Royal Geographical Society (fellow) 
 Anthropological Institute (vice president 

and treasurer) 
 London Topographical Society 

(president) 
 Geological Society (fellow and council-

member) 
 Geologists’ Association (treasurer) 
 Zoological Society of London (fellow and 

vice president) 
 Royal Numismatic Society (fellow and 

vice president) 
 Society of Biblical Archaeology (council 

member and vice president) 
 Egypt Exploration Fund (president) 
 
Publications 
 
Hilton Price wrote numerous journal articles, 
monographs and books, including: 
 

 Temple Bar: or some account of "ye 
Marygold," no. 1, Fleet street, London 
(London: Taylor and Francis for London 
& Middlesex Archaeological Society, 
1875) 

 A handbook of London bankers (London: 
Chatto and Windus, 1876) 

 The signs of old Lombard Street (London: 
Field and Tuer, Leadenhall Press, 1887) 

 A handbook of London bankers with 
some account of their predecessors the 
early goldsmiths (enlarged edition) 
(London: Leadenhall Press, 1890–91) 

 A catalogue of the Egyptian antiquities in 
the possession of F G Hilton Price 
(London: Bernard Quaritch, 1897) 

 The signs of old Lombard Street (London: 
The Leadenhall press, 1902) (revised 
edition) 

 The Marygold by Temple Bar (London: 
privately published by Bernard Quaritch, 
1902) 

 Old base metal spoons (London: B T 
Batsford, 1908) 

 
Family life 
 
On 5 November 1867 Hilton Price married 
Christina (1842-1928), daughter of William 
Bailey of Oaken, near Codsall, 
Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. They had two 
children together: 
 

 Etheldred Louisa Hamilton Price, 1871-
1965 

 Wilfrid George Hilton Price, 1874-1953 
 
The family lived successively in Paddington, 
Marylebone and, at the time of Hilton Price's 
death, at 17 Collingham Gardens, South 
Kensington. 
 
Death 
 
Frederick George Hilton Price died on 14 
March 1909 at Cannes, France, following an 
operation. An obituary declared that he had 
been a man who had ‘an intimate knowledge 
of business, of wide culture [and was] 
possessed of a fine presence and of genial 
disposition’. 
 
He was buried at Finchley, London, in a plot 
adjoining his father’s grave. 
 
Summary of our archive holdings 
 

 Notebook labelled ‘Index of some 
accounts in the oldest ledgers’, compiled 
by FG Hilton Price, late 19th century 

 Scrapbook entitled ‘History of Temple 
Bar’, probably compiled by FG Hilton 
Price, c.1877 

 Notebook labelled ‘List of autographs on 
vouchers - Child's’, compiled by FG 
Hilton Price, 1879 

 Scrapbook relating to the history of Child 
& Co, the Child family and the bank’s 
premises and surrounding properties, 
probably compiled by F G Hilton Price, 
1882 

 Proofs and copies of various articles and 
books written by FG Hilton Price, 1875-
1902 
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Related online source 
 

 ‘Frederick George Hilton Price’ in Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography 

 
Read more at http://heritagearchives.rbs.com/
people/list/frederick-george-hilton-
price.html#LmwtKVzpHys5FL7t.99 
 

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 
 

Price, (Frederick George) Hilton (1842–
1909), antiquary and banker, born in London 
on 20 August 1842, was the son of Frederick 
William Price (d. 1888), for many years partner 
and eventually chief acting partner in the 
banking firm of Child & Co. Educated at 
Crawford College, Maidenhead, in 1860 he 
entered Child's Bank, where he succeeded his 
father as chief acting partner. Much of his early 
leisure was devoted to the history of Child's 
Bank, and in 1875 he published Temple Bar, 
or, Some Account of ye Marygold, No. 1 Fleet 
Street (2nd edn, 1902), where Child's Bank 
had been established in the seventeenth 
century. In 1877 he brought out a 
useful Handbook of London Bankers (enlarged 
edn, 1890–91). He was a member of the 
council of the Bankers' Institute and of the 
Central Bankers' Association. 
 
Price's life was mainly devoted to archaeology. 
Always keenly interested in the prehistoric as 
well as historic annals of London, he formed a 
fine collection of antiquities of the stone and 
bronze ages and the Roman period. It also 
included Samian ware vessels imported during 
the first and second centuries from the south 
of France, English pottery ranging from the 
Norman times to the nineteenth century, tiles, 
pewter vessels and plates, medieval inkhorns, 
coins, tokens (many from the burial pits on the 
site of Christ's Hospital), and other artefacts. 
His collection was secured to form in 1911 the 
nucleus of the London Museum at Kensington 
Palace. 
 
Interested in excavations in Britain and 
abroad, Price took a leading part in the 
excavation of the Roman villa at Brading in the 
Isle of Wight, the remains of which were by his 
exertions temporarily opened to the public, and 
on which, in conjunction with J. E. Price, he 
read a paper before the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on 13 December 1880. He 
was treasurer for the research fund for the 
excavations at Silchester or Calleva 
Attrebatum, on the subject of which he read a 
paper at the Society of Antiquaries on 11 
February 1886. At the same time he was 

actively engaged in studying and collecting 
Egyptian antiquities. In 1886 he described part 
of his collection in the Proceedings of the 
Society of Biblical Archaeology (of which he 
was elected member in 1884, vice-president in 
1901). A large selection from his collection 
was exhibited at the Burlington Fine Arts Club 
in 1895, and two years later he published an 
elaborate catalogue of his Egyptian antiquities, 
which was followed in 1908 by a supplement. 
In 1905 he was elected president of the Egypt 
Exploration Fund, which he had joined in 1885. 
 
Price was an enthusiastic member of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London, of which he 
became a fellow on 19 January 1882. He was 
elected director on 23 April 1894, and retained 
the post until his death. A keen numismatist, 
he joined the Royal Numismatic Society in 
1897; he was also elected fellow of the 
Geological Society in 1872. He was a 
voluminous contributor to the journals of most 
of the societies and institutions to which he 
belonged. A valuable series of illustrated 
papers on ‘Signs of old London’ appeared 
between 1903 and 1908 in consecutive issues 
of the London Topographical Record (2–5). 
 
Price married on 5 November 1867 Christina, 
daughter of William Bailey of Oaken, 
Staffordshire, with whom he had one son and 
one daughter. They lived at 17 Collingham 
Gardens, South Kensington. He died at Hotel 
Gallia, Cannes, France, on 14 March 1909, 
after an operation, and was buried at Finchley 
in the next grave to his father. His wife 
survived him. He bequeathed £100 to the 
Society of Antiquaries for the research fund. 
His books, coins, old spoons, and 
miscellaneous objects of art and virtu fetched 
at auction (1909–11) the sum of £2606 10s. 
6d. His Egyptian collection realized £12,040 
8s. 6d. at Sothebys on 12–21 July 1911. The 
same firm sold his coins on 17–19 May 1909 
and 7–8 April 1910, 575 lots realizing £2309 
9s. 
 
William Roberts, rev. Bernard Nurse 
Sources   
 WWW · The Times (18 March 1909) 
· Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London, 2nd ser., 22 (1907–9), 471–2 
· London Topographical Record, 6 (1909), 107
–8 · m. cert. 
 
Archives   
 S. Antiquaries, Lond., corresp. and 
papers |  Salisbury and South Wiltshire 
Museum, Salisbury, letters to A. H. L. F. Pitt-
Rivers 
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DIY in Dorset 

The Ancient Technology 
Centre is a little gem tucked 
away in the village of 
Cranborne in Dorset.  Owned 
and run by Dorset council as 
an outdoor education centre it 
is not often open to the public 
so 4 volunteers from Brading 
Villa took the opportunity to 
join the Wessex branch of the 
Council for British 
Archaeology on a guided tour. 
The centre was established 
about 30 years ago to involve 
children in the whole process 
of constructing full-size 
replicas of ancient buildings, 
including sourcing the 
materials locally with replica 
tools. 
The main aim was to 
understand the processes of 
construction; the passion of 
the paid staff and volunteers 
is still evident as they 
demonstrate experimental 
archaeology at its best, within 
‘real’ contexts where time 
tests the success of the 
constructions. 
The houses are all based on 
archaeological evidence from 
specific sites from the 
Neolithic to the Viking period. 

The Iron Age and Roman 
buildings enrich the picture we 
already have of how our site 
at Brading may have looked in 
its heyday. 

The Iron Age roundhouse, 
based on one excavated in 
North Wales, is a grand and 
beautiful construction and the 
3rd version on this site.  Some 
years ago a group of 
volunteers lived for 8 days in 
the first version, immersing 
themselves fully in the Iron 
Age experience.  It is obvious 
that modern experimenters 
like this have to learn 
forgotten skills so it is not 
surprising that after the first 
very hungry day their flour 
grinding and other skills 
improved rapidly.   They did 
not choose to repeat the 
experience!  The house was 

not very different from the 
reconstruction seen on one of 
our information boards at 
Brading. It is expected to last 
about 25 years. 
Much more surprising was the 
Iron Age earth house based 
on 3 excavated on the Isle of 
Man.  Looking from the 
outside like a Hobbit house, 
the interior was a breathtaking 
cathedral-like space that is 
now used for large groups, 
drama etc. There was a large 
hole in the roof as, being 
made of earth, it does not 
‘breath’ and allow the smoke 
to filter like thatch does.  
Maybe this section was 
thatched, no one knows, but 
here it allows light into the 
building.  The soil roof weighs 
about 80 tons and is 
supported by a ring of 21 oak 
uprights and a frame of 
hundreds of split tree trunks.   

It seems that this house 
contained a central living 
area, with ancillary areas 
around the perimeter for 
different purposes such as 
storage, tool making, and 
animal housing.  So there 
were ancillary hearths and 
cobbled areas for the different 
tasks. In mainland Britain 

(Continued on page 12) 

Iron Age Round House 

Earth House 

Earth House Interior 
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some of these activities would 
be carried out in separate 
buildings. 
Pottery found at the original 
site suggests a life of about 
100 years for a house like 
this. 

Roughly contemporary with 
these houses was the small 
Roman house / workshop 
based on one in London and 
perhaps showing what some 
of the outbuildings at Brading 
may have been like.  The 

volunteers are using 
information from the London 
site and the writings of the 
Roman architect Vitruvius to 
build a timber framework with 
an infill of ‘opus craticum’.  

This is large pieces of broken 
tile and lime mortar.  Through 
trial and error they are finding 
the best timber and tile 
arrangements, thickness of 
mortar etc. 
Whilst the experimenters try to 
be as authentic as possible it 
was amusing to see modern 
clipboards and stopwatches in 

action.  Visitors to our villa 
often ask, for example, ‘’How 
long did it take to lay a 
mosaic?’  This is the kind of 
question they are trying to 
answer; long may the work 
continue. 

To find out more, visit the 
website:  
www.ancienttechnologycentre
.co.uk  
 

Helen Jackson 
Volunteer Training 

Co-ordinator 

(Continued from page 11) 

Roman House 

Opus Craticum 
Sharpening an iron Age knife 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DETECTIVE STORY. 
A couple of years ago I bought a dilapidated 
copy of an Archaeological dig report that took 
place in London in 1873.  My interest in the 
report was because it is signed by John E. 
Price. John Price was one of the professional 
Victorian Archaeologists who excavated at 
Brading Roman Villa in the 1880s. To date we 
know very little about John E Price, so, finding 
a report referring to him as one of the 
excavators was, I hoped, something that would 
add to our knowledge regarding the original 
Brading excavators. The title of the report is:  
  

ROMAN ANTIQUITIES (1873) 
Recently discovered on the site of the National 
Safe Deposit Company’s Premises, Mansion 
House, London. 
  
Collected and arranged by John Whichcord, 
F.S.A. Architect to the Company. 
 Assisted by John E. Price, F.S.A. Honorary 
Secretary of the London and Middlesex 
Archaeological Society. 
 
One of the first pages that I opened was a 
report on the Samian pottery found on the site. 
I could not believe what I was seeing; in front 
of me was an illustration of a Gladiator with a 

head that looked to me like a copy of our cock 
headed man, depicted on the Gladiator mosaic 
in room 3 at Brading Villa.  (Cocky to his 
friends) 

 
After spending a long time comparing our 
mosaic and the Gladiator illustration, I became 
determined to trace the piece of Samian 
illustrated in the 1873 report. 
 
I started what I thought would be a long 
process in the search for the piece of Samian.  
Where do you start when trying to trace one 
small piece of Roman pottery discovered in the 
1870s?  The 1873 report consists of 77 pages 
with illustrations and another 12 full pages of 
illustrations. The write up in the report 
concerning the illustrated piece says that it is 
“of little interest”. 
 
Combing through the rest of the report I found 

(Continued on page 13) 
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a mention of an artefact being kept at the 
Guildhall Museum (London).  
 
I used this information as a starting point, in 
the hope that the rest of the artefacts had been 
deposited at the Guildhall. The only problem is 
that somewhere at the back of my mind was 
the thought that the Guildhall Museum had 
been bomb damaged in the Second World 
War. I contacted the Guildhall archivist and 
was told that when the Museum of London 
was formed a lot of the Guildhall collection was 
transferred there, but he did not know if the 
1873 artefacts were amongst the collections.  
 
 Not holding out to much hope I then contacted 
the archive department at the Museum of 
London. I explained to the lady on the other 
end of the phone what I was looking for. To my 
surprise she did not suggest that I was mad 
and looking for a needle in a haystack. What 
she did say was that she had a copy of the 
1873 report on the shelf in front of her.  After 
having looked at the illustration in question she 
looked it up on their system and was able to 
tell me that they have the finds from the Safe 
Deposit dig and that the piece of Samian is on 
the list. 
 
What I thought would be a long process tuned 

out to take 5 hours in total. 
 

I then moved on to the next part of the 
process, finding the piece of Samian is just the 
start. I now wanted conformation one way or 
another, “is the figure on the Samian the same 
as our mosaic figure”? 
 
Fortunately at the same time as my research 
was taking place I was in communication with 
Dr Peter Webster, regarding the FBRV trip to 
Caerwent and Caerleon.  Dr Webster is one of 
the UKs experts on Samian pottery and he 
kindly agreed to look at the evidence.  
 
I asked Dr Webster if he had seen the image 
of a Gladiator wearing a Cockerel Mask on any 
other Samian and what date he thought it may 
be.  
 

Here is his report. 
 

Dear David, 
 
Your National Safe Deposit piece sets an 
interesting little problem.  
 
I can see why you say that it is a figure with a 
cockerel helmet. However, the usual interpretation 

is of a figure with a more standard gladiatorial 
helmet. It is type 588 in Déchelette’s catalogue of 
figure types on samian and type 1007  in Oswald’s. 
I will illustrate the Oswald types – they usually go 
in pairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, neither are very distinct around the 
helmet. This may well be because the originals are 
not in themselves very clear.  The type is used by 
Crucuro and Germanus among others.  The Crucuro 
pair as drawn by Robert Knorr in 1919 are perhaps 
closest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following shows the figure(s) as shown in a photo of 
a cast of a Crucuro piece. 

 
I looked at a recent publication by Allard Mees in 
Mainz which shows the same figure photographed 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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from a cast – again not very distinct, but you can see 
several variations on the same theme. 

 
 
 
GLA-r 008 
Crucuro i/ll: Mees 1995, 
*Taf. 53,2 (#0004605). 
 
 
 
 
GLA-r 009 
Frontinus i: Mees 1995, 
*Taf. 65,5 (#0004680). 
Schwert kurzer als GLA-r 008. 
 
 
 
GLA-r 010 
Germanus I / lll: Mees 1995, 
*Taf. 81,1 (#0004805). 
 
 
 
 
 
GLA-r 011 
Momo: Mees 1995, 
*Taf. 53,2 (#0004605). 
Nackenkappe von GLA-r 010 
wurde zugeschnitten. 
 
 

 
GLA-r 012 
Anepigraphiker: Mees 1995, 
Taf. 205,3 (#0001169). 
Calvinus: Mees 1995, 
Taf. 19,5 (#0004405). 
Severus iii / ll: Mees 1995, 
Taf. 191,5 (#0005497). 
Vandero: Corpus, Vanderio, 
F 1, *000098. Kleiner als GLA-r 011. 

 
My feeling is that the NSD piece, and indeed 
the samian type which it includes, is meant to 
represent a figure wearing a standard 
gladiatorial helmet. The ‘beak’ on the 1873 
drawing is clearly the peak of the helmet and 
the ‘comb’ plumes. 

 
 
Whether the ‘eye’ is a deliberate 
attempt to give an animate 
appearance I do not know.  
 
 
 
 

Figures on samian (and indeed on mosaics) 
were presumably derived from what are 

generally termed pattern books – pictures, 
drawings or even small scale sculpture which 
the artist copied. The possibility of mistaken 
identity is, therefore, present. It is not 
impossible for someone to mistake a 
gladiatorial helmet on a picture for a cockerel 
mask. Equally it is not impossible for a modern 
draftsman to do so.  Equally could the Brading 
figure be a misinterpretation of a helmet?  Or is 
the resemblance purely fortuitous?  You pay 
your money and…. 
 
You ask about date. The National Safe Deposit 
piece is certainly South Gaulish in origin and is 
unlikely, therefore, to be later than AD 110. The 
style suggests a piece a little earlier than this, 
perhaps c.A.D.70-100.  I assume the mosaic is 
a good deal later than this. It reminds me of the 
Alan Sorrell figure of the grade ‘raven’ in his 
reconstruction of the London Mithraeum but 
this is to introduce a definite red herring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I shall be interested to know whether MoL can 
locate the sherd for you. The results of wartime 
disruption and of running two museum 
collections together does not always make 
finding things easy. I will check to see if we 
rubbed it when we were doing work in MoL in 
the 1980s but can’t do this until I am next in the 
National Museum here. 

PVW 
14.iii.15 

Dr Paul Webster. 
 
Final Comment: 
It was exciting whilst it lasted. Disappointed as I 
was with the outcome it turned out to be a very 
useful and educational exercise. As part of the 
research in to the Samian I unearthed some 
interesting facts about John Price, which led me 
on to researching both of our Victorian 
Archaeologists. 
 
You will find some of the results of the ongoing 
research in an article in this copy of Nuntius, 
starting with Frederick George Hilton Price. 
 

David Reeves. 
Chairman: Friends of Brading Roman Villa.  

(Continued from page 13) 
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Friends of Brading Roman Villa 
Library 

With the desire of sharing 
their enthusiasm for Roman 
History with other people, the 
Friends of Brading Roman 
Villa have donated a wide 
variety of books that make up 
the Friends’ Library. We now 
have more than 250 books, so 
finding what you wanted could 
take time.  
 
Jess Clarke is a second year 
student studying Ancient 
History at UCL.  She has 
developed the spreadsheet 
we already had, by adding the 
more recent and a catalogue 
number.  In fact devising a 
catalogue is a very difficult 
task, because how do you 
decide if a book should be 
catalogued as, military history, 
an emperor, the republic 
or  politics? 
 
What Jess did was to see 
what the UCL Library 
suggested for a catalogue 
number and then adapted 
it.  After this she used mail 
merge to create labels for 
every book and organise them 
in the cabinet. 

So now you can not only 
easily find out what books we 

have but also where they will 
be in the cabinet. 
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ROMAN GLADIATOR 
SPECTACULAR 

BRADING ROMAN VILLA 2016 
 
The Friends of Brading Roman Villa will be 

hosting a living History weekend 6th & 7th August 
2016. Come to the Villa and meet some of the 
Gladiators who appeared in Ridley Scott's film 
Gladiator (2000). 

 
Along with the Gladiators will be Roman Soldiers, 

shop keepers and crafts men & women. Fun for all 
the family, children will have the chance to join the 
Roman Army and show off their newly learned 
skills in the arena. We will publish more details in 
the new year. 
 
WARNING: 
The Gladiators show is not for the squeamish. 
 

MEET THE GLADIATORS 
 
On Friday evening the 5th of August we will be 

holding a meet the Gladiators evening. This special 
event is open to anybody who would like to help 
sponsor the games. 
 

Come along and see an exciting Gladiatorial 
spectacle and reconstruction of a Roman Games, 
featuring performers from the Ridley Scott movie 
Gladiator and TV shows including Life & Death in 
Rome and BBCs Horrible Histories. This is a 
theatrical show and not for the squeamish; see a 
Roman spectacle as it would have been 2000 years 
ago. 
 
The evening will start at 6pm with a talk given by 
Dr. Jerry Toner, on the Roman Games and how 
they functioned. Dr. Toner is Fellow and Director 
of Studies at Churchill College Cambridge 
University Director of Studies at Hughes Hall. 
 

A buffet meal and a glass of wine 
will be served in the interval. 

 
Just like the Romans, after something to eat and 
drink the games will begin. We will be joined by 
Roman Soldiers who will be there to keep the mob 
under control. After the Games you can meet the 
Gladiators in person. 
 
PLEASE HELP SPONSOR THE GAMES. 

 
As this is a Special fundraising event the ticket 
price is £35 per person. The price includes a lecture 
by one of the country’s leading experts on the 
Romans and how they lived, a buffet meal and a 
drink, the Gladiatorial spectacle, and a chance to 
meet some of the actors from the film Gladiators. 
Feel free to dress as a Roman and join us for a 
special night out. 
 
If you are a UK tax payer your sponsorship 
can be increased by an extra 25% gift aid 
payment from the tax man. 
 
To reserve your Sponsors tickets please 
contact David Reeves. 
 
Mobile: 07775 606 812 
friends@bradingromanvilla.org.uk 


