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Dear Friends,  
 
It is with great pride that I can tell you that the Friends Volunteers have been honoured with the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service (QAVS) 2015.  
Our award will be announced today (2June 2015) in a special edition of The London Gazette.  
 
The citation reads: Volunteers help to increase public awareness by promoting, supporting and assisting in the 
preservation and presentation of Brading Roman Villa, a national heritage site on the Isle of Wight. 
 
I would like say well done and thank you to all the volunteers past and present for their dedication, enthusiasm and 
hard work, in giving their time and expertise to enable the Villa to remain one of the UK’s major historical sites. 
The markings for the South range have been refreshed, requiring approximately 10 tons of chalk. As I reported in our 
previous newsletter, one of our next projects is to outline the North range building to Sir Barry Cunliffe’s updated 
ground plan. 
 
I’m very pleased to be able to tell you that owing to a very generous donation from Mrs Susan James we have been 
able to start the marking out. The North range covers a much larger area than the South range and will take upwards of 
30 tons of chalk to complete the project. Because of the donation we are able to bring in a professional landscaping 
contractor to work with the gardening team. Sir Barry has kindly agreed to visit the Villa on the 5th July 2015 to open the 
North range. Unfortunately he will not have time to give a talk but hopefully he will be able to sign copies of his Big Dig 
report.   
 
As you know, there are two charities involved at the Villa; the ORT, which owns and runs the museum, whilst the FBRV 
supports the museum in lots of different ways. As part of our working relationship, the Friends have had a 
representative on the board of the ORT. Our representative and Vice President Sam Twining LVO, OBE, DL has 
recently retired from the post, and Pat Barber Vice Chairman and Head Guide for the FBRV has taken over from Sam 
as our representative on the ORT board. Sam will remain as a Vice President of the FBRV.  
On behalf of the Friends I would like to thank Sam for his many years helping and advising the FBRV. 
 
We have continued to hold a coffee morning on the first Tuesday of the month, where you can come along to the Villa 
to meet some of your trustees, and catch up with other members of the Friends (let’s not forget the cake). 
 
It is with great sadness that I have to tell you that Jessie Booth, a long time guide/volunteer and Friend at the Villa has 
passed away. Jessie collapsed on her way to her regular guiding session on Tuesday 12th May 2015. Unfortunately the 
police and paramedics were unable to revive Jessy. She will be sadly missed by all at the villa. 
 
I would like to end by thanking you for your continuing support of the FBRV, and to thank the volunteers/trustees who 
give their time and energy in many ways in order to help the Villa function as a first class museum and visitor attraction.   
  
David Reeves, Chairman FBRV.  

Chairman’s Report: 
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The Queens Award for Voluntary Service 2015. 
 The MBE for volunteer groups 

The QAVS is a personal award given by Her Majesty the Queen. The aim of the award is to locate and recognise exceptional work 
carried out by any voluntary organisation working in the community. The FBRV volunteers have been selected as a recipient in 
recognition of the voluntary work undertaken by the volunteers from the very start in 2003 up to today. The FBRV have permission 
to use the official QAVS Logo. 

 
 

 
 

At some time in the near future Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, Major General Martin White CB CBE JP will 
present the volunteers with a signed certificate from Her Majesty The Queen and a piece of English Crystal with the logo insignia. 

Lord-Lieutenant of the 
Isle of Wight  

The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford and 
other museums worldwide have been 
told to check their collections for looted 
art from a Sicilian dealer.  The appeal 
by Italian investigators was prompted by 
the seizure in Switzerland of £37m 
worth of antiquities, involving the 
alleged art trafficker, Gianfranco 
Becchina.  It appears that museums in 
Britain, America, the Netherlands, Spain 
and Japan may have bought items from 
him.  Most of the items were looted from 
tombs in southern Italy and transported 
to warehouses in the Swiss town of 
Basle, where they were restored and 
put up for sale with false documents.  
Some of the museums in question, 
suspicious of the provenance of the 
works, have already returned them to 
Italy.  The Ashmolean, like other 
museums, regularly audits its 
collections but has found no record so 
far of direct dealings with Becchina. 

 
Source: The Sunday Times, 8 Feb 2015 

Museums urged to be 
vigilant in the face of art 

trafficking 

Certificate and engraved English Crystal.  

Two day coach trip to Bath and Cardiff. 
Date: Saturday 26th / Sunday 27th  September 2015. 

We will be staying opposite Cardiff Castle at the 4 star Angel hotel. 
Dr Peter Webster retired Research Fellow at Cardiff University will be 
giving a talk on the Saturday evening, covering Caerwent, Caerleon 
and his excavations at Cardiff Castle.  Dr Webster will also act as our 
guide at Caerleon.  
 INCLUDED IN THE PRICE. 
The cost of the trip covers coach travel from the Island, ferry, the hotel 
on a Dinner Bed & Breakfast basis and the evening lecture.  Entrance 
to Caerwent and Caerleon is free. 
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE. 
The entrance fees for the Roman Baths at Bath and Cardiff Castle are 
not included.  I can arrange a group discount for entrance to the Baths 
and Cardiff Castle, costings to be confirmed. 
To make the trip viable we need a minimum of 20 people, so, I have 2 
prices: 
1.   20 people: £165 per person in a twin/double room.  
2.   30 people: £135 per person in a twin/double room.  

Note: There is a £20 surcharge for single occupancy. 
There is a limited number of single occupancy rooms. 

The trip is open to anybody who wishes to come along but is being 
offered first to the Friends of Brading Roman. 
If you are interested in coming along on this trip please let me know as 
soon as possible.  
Best wishes, David. 
David Reeves. 
Chairman: the Friends of Brading Roman Villa. 
Mobile:   07775 606 812 
Charity No 1110720 
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Two of the papyrus scrolls, 
which survived the destruction 
of the Roman town of Hercula-
neum when Vesuvius erupted 
in A.D. 79, have been partially 
deciphered using a new x-ray 
technique.  Explorers at Hercu-
laneum in 1754 discovered the 
hundreds of charred scrolls 
buried beneath more than 50 
feet of ash in the library of a 
building which they named the 
‘Villa de Papyri’.  It is the only 
library to have survived from 
the ancient world and is 
thought to have belonged to a 
wealthy Roman statesman, 
perhaps Calpurnius Piso Cae-
soninus, the father-in-law of 
Julius Caesar. 
 
Although many of the 800-odd 
scrolls have been painstakingly 
unwrapped since then, most 
remain too fragile to unroll and 
read.  The English chemist 
Humphry Davy attempted in 
1819 to separate the rolls of 
papyri using sulphur, iodine 
and chlorine, but without suc-
cess.  However, a new x-ray 
technique able to distinguish 

charcoal ink from charred pa-
pyrus, means that the papyri 
can now be read unrolled, ac-
cording to a team from the In-
stitute for Microelectronics and 
Microsystems of the National 
Council of Research, in Naples. 
 
The x-ray technique, known as 
phase-contrast tomography, is 
able to read the letters on the 
rolled-up fragment of a scroll 
subjected to the 320°C heat 
from the eruption.  A first at-
tempt deciphered 24 letters of 
ancient Greek, the language of 
philosophy in the Roman world.  
It shows that the two scrolls, 
which had been given to 
Napeoleon Bonaparte as a gift 
in 1802 and now belong to the 
Institute of France in Paris, 
were probably written in the 
first century BC by the philoso-
pher Philodemus, an Epicurean 
thinker who advocated pleas-
ure as a guide to a good life, in 
contrast to the sterner Stoics. 
 
As well as helping to read the 
already discovered papyri, it is 
hoped that the new technology 

will enable the decipherment of 
papyri yet to be found.  It has 
long been thought that there 
could be another library of phil-
osophical scrolls buried be-
neath the ruins of the villa. 
 

 

New x-ray technique enables charred Herculaneum scrolls to be read 

Sources: 
National Geographic, 
20 Jan 2015; 
Guardian, 21 Jan 2015. 

Barry Cunliffe in writing up the excavations of 2008-10 
concludes (page 100) “the building may not have been 
constructed much before the middle of the fourth 
century.” He follows Neal and Cosh (2009) Roman 
Mosaics of Britain III (Society of Antiquities. London), 
who argue that the Orpheus mosaic in corridor 6, 
belongs to the initial layout and is assigned to the fourth 
century. 
 

With the publication of “A History of the World in 100 
Objects”, Neil MacGregor, Director of the British 
Museum, tells us at Object number 44 about the mosaic 
figure of Christ from Hinton St Mary in Dorset. In 
looking at the fashion of the hair in both this 
representation and that of Bellerophon in the same 
mosaic, there is a fair degree of certainty that the date 
must be about AD350. 
 

Bearing in mind that the Brading tesserae are from the 
Dorset strata and that Neal and Cosh say that the 
mosaic in Room 12 “has some characteristics typical of 

Durnovarian (Dorchester) pavements” it is possible that 
our mosaics have a similar provenance.  We might 
usefully then be able to compare the intricacy of the 
Hinton St Mary mosaics, particularly the guilloche 
pattern, with that at Brading. 
Furthermore there are comparisons to be made which 
might, even at Brading, point us towards a somewhat 
covert proclamation of Christianity. (On a personal note, 
I have usually shied away from expressing this point too 
strongly, as it might be thought I have an axe to grind!). 
But in Neil MacGregor’s book the points about 
Christianity are made strongly and so in large part I 
shall quote from him. 
 

He says that the Hinton St Mary mosaic contains “one 
of the earliest images of Christ we have anywhere”. The 
figure is backed by the chi rho symbol to make it 
absolutely explicit who it is. Neil MacGregor continues: 
“Entering the room the first thing you would see on the 
floor was a roundel with the mythical hero Bellerophon 
riding the flying horse Pegasus and overcoming the 
Chimaera, a monster combining a lion, a goat and a 

Towards Dating Brading Roman Villa and its Mosaics. 
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serpent. It was a popular image in the Roman world, 
the hero zapping the forces of evil. 
 

We haven’t got Bellerophon in Brading, but we have 
Medusa from whose blood Pegasus was born. Some of 
her blood was given to Asclepius, the god of healing, 
for drops from veins on her right side could raise the 
dead. Medusa therefore is a life force, as well as having 
the well known power of turning those who looked at 
her to stone. So perhaps we have a parallel to 
Bellerophon here, one who has the power over life and 
death. 
 

Neil MacGregor makes the point that at Hinton St Mary 
“at the far end of the room, facing in the other direction, 
was another roundel. In earlier times in this position you 
would have expected to find either Orpheus charming 
the world with his music, or the universally popular wine 
god Bacchus. But here we find Christ … the decision to 
try to depict the face of Christ was both a major 
theological step and one of the decisive turning points 
in European visual culture”. 
 

The Historian, Professor Eamon Duffy is quoted in this 
section of 100 Objects saying: “Christianity adapts 
material for its own purposes to convey the message of 
resurrection, the triumph of life over death …with the 
implicit comparison of Christ’s work on the cross.” The 
adaptation of stories to illustrate strong themes is 
clearly seen in the Brading mosaics and just might be 
illustrating Christian themes. 
 

As well as the chi rho monogram behind Christ in the 
Hinton St Mary mosaic, pomegranates are also shown. 
Neil MacGregor says: “to any educated visitor this 
would recall at once the myth of Persephone carried off 
to the Underworld.” There she was, the one who when 
Orpheus came to retrieve his wife Eurydice from 
Hades, was so charmed by his singing that she 
released his wife to him. So with Orpheus we have 
another angle on resurrection 
 

If the Orpheus mosaic is deliberately there as a figure 
of resurrection, then the construction date for Brading 
villa would be likely to be sometime after AD324 when 
the Emperor Constantine declared that Christianity was 
to be an acceptable religion throughout the Empire and 
it would appear that the other mosaics were later. 
 

Bacchus also descended into the Underworld to fetch 
his mother Semele up to Mount Olympus, where she 
was made immortal. So here too we have a figure allied 

with resurrection. All this is made clear in that forty 
fourth chapter of Neil MacGregor’s book. 
 

Bacchus is depicted in Room 3 of the Brading villa 
(though some have wondered whether this could be 
Christ, because the thyrsus, which should have a fir 
cone on top for Bacchus, actually has a cross, which, if 
it had a Christian significance, would be one of the very 
early uses of the symbol). The room is strangely 
orientated towards the East, and has the possible 
footings of an altar on the South side, which might 
indicate that two sorts of worship were going on here. It 
would not have been unusual at that time to have the 
honouring of unknown gods together with Christian 
worship. 
 

Do these considerations add up to the representation in 
the Brading mosaics of some connection with Christian 
faith? The answer is that we don’t know for sure, but 
there are some interesting possible pointers. We might 
know more if we had the eastern panel of the Bacchus 
mosaic, which could have represented the most 
important day of the owner. Perhaps more importantly, 
if we had the figure in the roundel at the centre of the 
western part of the ‘Audience Chamber’ (Room 12), it 
just might be the figure of Christ. We have assumed 
that Polaris would have featured here, but maybe we 
are wrong! 
 

Another intriguing possibility is in the Autumn scene of 
the eastern part of that same room. Could it be of 
Christian significance? It depicts Ambrosia down in the 
pit trampling the grapes and being turned into a vine, 
the tendrils of which wrapped Lycurgus up, causing him 
to have to cut himself free, but with his double headed 
axe injuring himself as well. Could this be representing 
wine and blood as Christian symbols? 
 

Clearly not all the mosaics are of the same date at 
Brading and so there needs to be ongoing study to put 
them in sequence and see where there might be a 
relationship with Hinton St Mary and its clear Christian 
significance. 
 

Just one final thought: If it was established that the 
Bacchus mosaic date could be as late as AD361, might 
it bring us back to re-establish Palladius as the possible 
new occupant of the Brading villa, having been exiled 
from that cradle of Christianity, Antioch in Syria, with a 
grudge against Caesar Gallus? 
 

David Low (March 2015). 
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Mrs Jessie Booth 
 

Jessie Booth died suddenly on 12th May aged 78 
 
Jessie lived in Nottinghamshire for much of her life before moving to the Isle of Wight 
with her husband Fred in 1990. 
 
Jessie was well known in Brighstone and was a popular resident of the village along 
with Fred who passed away 8 years ago. 
 
Jessie was well known for her volunteer work. She was a guide at Brading Roman 
Villa, where she had the opportunity to use her knowledge and love of history. She 
loved passing her enthusiasm for this on to other people especially children.  
 
She had been a Brown Owl in her younger days and loved working with children. 
Jessie was an active volunteer for the Wight (Red) Squirrel Project she loved nature 
and red squirrels were one of her passions. She led walks to see the squirrels and was 
happy to deliver talks on them to groups of people and schoolchildren. 
 
Jessie loved archaeology. She was a volunteer at the Isle of Wight Natural History and 
Archaeology Group. She helped with early excavations at Brading Roman Villa before 
the present new building and continued to work with the archaeology group on many 
projects. 
 
She had lots of other interests including writing poetry and stories some of which have 
been published. Jessie was always interested in people and loved talking with them. 
She had a great number of close friends on the island and further afield. 
 
She will be missed by her many friends but especially by her family. 
 
Jessie leaves 2 daughters and sons in law and 2 grandsons and their wives and 4 
great grandchildren. 
 
Her funeral will be held on Friday 5th June at 1pm at St Marys Church in Brighstone, 
with the burial to follow at Limerstone Cemetery. 
 
Family flowers only are requested with donations to be shared by Brading Roman Villa, 
Wight Squirrel Project and Isle of Wight Natural History and Archaeology Group. 
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Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
On May 20th June Bryant and I had the pleas-
ant task of representing the Friends of Brad-
ing Roman Villa at Buckingham Palace as the 
Friends' volunteer work has been nominated 
this year for the Queen's Award for Voluntary 
Service. It was exciting to receive the invita-
tion from the Lord Chamberlain – but then the 
questions began. What on earth were we go-
ing to wear? A 'day dress' for women and a 
hat seemed to be compulsory. So, would our 
rain wear and coat somehow fit into our hand-
bag, in the absence of cloakrooms? 
 
By 3 o'clock we found ourselves queuing out-
side the front gates of the Palace with hun-
dreds of other people, all clutching our green 
cards and proof of ID and waiting to be let in, 
to cross the wide gravelled courtyard made 
familiar over the years by TV cameras show-
ing visiting Prime Ministers. In fact, we were 
just two people amongst 7,800 guests! We 
were a motley, cosmopolitan crowd: people of 
various ages in very varying costumes. Was 
that Indian gentleman really wearing boots 
and tracksuit bottoms under his long tunic? 
Some groups, like the Girl Guide leaders, 
represented voluntary organisations, but oth-
ers obviously had other reasons for their invi-
tation. The clergy and armed forces were cer-
tainly well represented – and did those plum-
coloured cassocks really conceal the two 
Archbishops? The ladies' hats were the most 
striking and creative apparel. Some, admit-
tedly, were just sun hats, but several of the 
flatter kind looked as though they had landed 
like flying saucers on the heads of their own-
ers – or were worn on one side, perpendicu-
lar to the head, as though hooked onto one 
ear. The fascinators fluttered in the cool 
breeze – and June's fascinator gave me a 
useful way of finding her again! Looking up as 
we scrunched across the gravel, there was 
the famous balcony where the royal family 
has always gathered, to celebrate weddings 
and coronations - and the end of war. 
 

After passing through the main entrance we 
emerged onto the terrace at the back of the 
Palace and took in the magnificent view of 
the gardens. To the left the many tea urns 
were steaming, the little cakes and sandwich-
es were ready and some of the tables and 
chairs were already occupied. Straight ahead 
were the royal tea tent and the so-called 
“diplomats' tent”, presumably for VIPs. We 
spent much of the afternoon having tea, talk-
ing to fellow guests and doing some serious 
'people watching', while listening to the two 
excellent bands. We also went walking 
around a large part of the 40 acres of beauti-
ful gardens and admired the azaleas and rho-
dodendrons which were at their peak. In the 
crowds we found it impossible to find Wendy. 
The view of the Queen, who emerged on the 
steps for a few seconds with Prince Philip, 
after the showers, to make her way to the 
royal tea tent [flanked by Yeomen of the 
Guard], was largely blocked by onlookers. I 
managed to miss her entirely! [So sorry, Da-
vid, that there was no chance of having an 
audience with Her Majesty in these circum-
stances!] However, we did get our tub of ice 
cream and I also enjoyed a glass of apple 
juice from the Sandringham Estate. A memo-
rable day, perfectly organised by the royals. 
 
At 5.55pm, a gentleman in a top hat was 
seen standing by the nearest band stand, 
looking intently at his pocket watch.  Precisely 
five minutes later, he nodded to the conduc-
tor, who signalled to the band to stand and 
play the national anthem – a clear signal that 
we were all to leave! Then began the fight to 
find the way out and the scramble for taxis, 
as it was now the rush hour. 

 
 

Judith Wadsworth 
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Roman Relics…… Cypriot Taverns…….. 
Happy Hours! 
 
Very early on Wednesday 22nd April the taxi 
arrived to pick up each person for the long 
awaited trip to Cyprus. Our flight leaves 
Bournemouth airport at 10am so after we 
arrived and checked in, went through all the 
normal security checks, time for coffee. 
 
Flight to Cyprus pretty normal, one of our 
party lost her pen on the floor and caused us 
to giggle! 
 
Once landed and through all the routine 
checks, we board the mini bus transfer to 
hotel. 
 
Athena Beach Hotel, 4* luxury, and as a lot of 
the group were very tired after a long day we 
all went our own way for something to eat 
and drink, sleep and recover. 

 
Day Two: Thursday 23rd April 2015 
Kourion and Amathus 
 
After most of us were rudely awoken by a 
fierce thunder storm, my thoughts turned to 
the clothes I had packed, mostly summer 
dresses, shorts etc, if this weather continues I 
could get very wet. However by the time we 
had eaten a very hearty three or four course 
buffet breakfast, the rain had stopped the 
thunder and lightning had blown over and it 
was beginning to look like the weather was 
brightening up. 
 
We all boarded the mini bus with Eve our 
guide and Denis the driver from Yorkshire 
and headed off to Kourion. The area of 
Kourion has been inhabited since Neolithic 
times and a settlement of that period has 
been excavated at Sotira, four miles inland, 

however we are here to visit the theatre and 
the house of Eustolios, an impressive 35 
room villa with some mosaics which are 
sheltered from the weather by a roof. 

Amathus 
The ruins here are less well preserved than 
those previously viewed at Kourion, however 
Amathus was built on coastal cliffs with a 
natural harbour. Excavations discovered the 
final stage of the temple of Aphrodite, which 
dates to the first century BC and according to 
legend it was where the festival Adonia took 
place in which athletes competed in sporting 
competitions and dancing and singing, all to 
honour Adonis. 
 

Once back at the hotel and after a swim in 
the pool, we adjourned to the bar for drinks 
during happy hour and to discuss where we 
would be eating, we actually ended up having 
cocktails and nibbles with the management of 
the hotel, then we went back to the bar, more 
drinks and nibbles! 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Friends of Brading Roman Villa  CYPRUS trip 2015 

Ktisis (Kticic) Creation Personified, mosaic 
floor from central room of the baths of the 
house of Eustolios 
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Day Three: Friday 24th April 2015 
Northern Cyprus, Salamis and Famagusta. 
 
Up early, breakfast and on the coach by 8am, 
after the amount of alcohol consumed the 
previous evening, we did manage it.  For this 
trip we all needed passports and had to fill in 
visas to be stamped at the border patrol. 
We stopped for a comfort break at Choirokitia 
pronounced ‘here-o-kith-ia’ which is a 
Neolithic site and although it was agreed we 
wouldn’t have time to see the real 
excavations, up many steps and over uneven 
ground we did see the reconstructed Neolithic 
houses. The site was discovered in 1934 and 
excavations are ongoing with Professor Kiely 
being involved.  
 

Back on the coach, for the second part of our 
journey to Northern Cyprus. Our tour guide 
chatted and gave us all an interesting but sad 
insight into her life as a young girl aged only 
8, when the Turks invaded. She was forced to 
flee her family home with only the clothes on 
her back, a favourite dolly and her 
grandmothers cross and chain, so Eve 
became a refugee of the conflict and to this 
day it pains her to revisit her homeland, 
although she knows she must, I for one had 
tears in my eyes. 
 
Once through border patrol, visas stamped, 
we visited Salamis, an ancient Roman town. 
In about 674AD the Arabs  brought about the 
destruction of the entire city and the 
inhabitants fled south to build the medieval 
town of Magusa, Famagusta as its known 
today. For more than a thousand years the 
roman city of Salamis lay buried in sands 
which preserved it from destruction in the 
middle ages. In a similar way Pompeii lay 
buried in volcanic ash, so Salamis lay buried 
in sand. As Pompeii is to Italy so Salamis is 
to Cyprus. 

Lunch was eaten and we visited what once 
was a cathedral but since this is Northern 
Cyprus has been turned into a Mosque and 
daily prayers happen 5 times a day, once 
more an interesting experience. 

We then boarded the coach for our return 
journey, driving through Famagusta which is 
today a ghost town and seems very strange 
to see houses falling into disrepair and 
clothes still hanging on the line, just as if 
someone lives there but actually quite 
spooky. Once back at the border patrol and 
visas stamped we once again board the 
coach and bid farewell to the Turkish guide 
who had to accompany us, just in case of any 
problems. 
 
Saturday 25th April 
After a very nice evening, spent with a family 
member who just happened to be holidaying 
at the same time as us.  We had a later start 
from the Athena Beach Hotel to take a trip to 
see the Tombs of Kings and then onto the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site at Paphos 
Archaeological Park to see the wonderful 
mosaics of the House of Aion and Dionysus, 
spectacular. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Amphitheatre at Salamis 
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The Atrium of one of the Tombs of Kings UNESCO World Heritage site 

 

Mosaics from the House of Aion and Dionysus 
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Help required with stewarding 
for the 

V&A exhibition  
 

We need more volunteers to help with 
the exhibition. If it helps to sway your 
decision the stewarding will not be so 
“closed off” as it was with the British 
Museum. 
 
As some of you will know the door to the 
exhibition room had to be kept shut at all 
times, this will not be the case for the 
V&A. It will be a much more relaxed. 
 
If any of you have any questions then 
please get in touch with me. I am happy 
to have anyone who wishes to do a one 
time slot or regular times…..I will work 
with you!!!! 
 
Email 
jaswroath@bradingromanvilla.org.uk and 
the villa phone number is 01983 406223 

 
Kind regards, Jasmine. 

Sunday and Monday were essentially rest days as we 
had been on various trips and taken a lot of historical 
knowledge from these visits. 
 
Tuesday 28th April: Troodos Mountains 
Trip to see the Kykkos Monastery and the tomb of 
Makarius plus the huge bronze statue of him. We were 
told to dress appropriately, covered knees and 
shoulders and to take a jacket or jumper as it had been 
snowing in the mountains earlier in the week, well 
alright we followed instructions but somehow wished we 
hadn’t as temperatures were averaging 250 and so it 
was HOT. 
 
On arrival back at hotel after another long day, straight 
in the pool for a much needed dip and cool off, then as 
was the norm by now happy hour before another meal 
in another restaurant, we really did have a fantastic 
time, a very interesting holiday and I would certainly say 
to anyone interested in going on future trips with the 
Friends of Brading Roman Villa, you will be assured of 
a very good time. 
 
I have heard the next trip is being planned to Hadrian’s 
Wall….. my name is on the list already, although I did 
plant the idea in David Reeves head that maybe Crete 
would be nice to visit in 2016…..anyone??? 

June Bryant 

(Continued from page 9) 

Paphos  
Paphos is a coastal city in the southwest of Cyprus and the capital of Paphos District. In antiquity, two 
locations were called Paphos: Old Paphos and New Paphos. The currently inhabited city is New Paphos. It 
lies on the Mediterranean coast, about 50 km west of Limassol.  
 

Paphos Archaeological Park 
The Kato Paphos archaeological park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The park includes sites and 
monuments from prehistoric times to the Middle Ages, while most remains date to the Roman period the 
marvellous mosaic floors of four Roman villas form the impressive centre of the park. The complex includes 
other important monuments, such as the Asklipieion, the Odeon, the Agora, the "Saranta Kolones" (Forty 
Columns) Fortress, and the "Limeniotissa" Ruins of early Christian Basilica and the "Tombs of the Kings". 

 
Laying the mosaics 

The method used for laying the Paphos mosaics was the one commonly employed throughout the ancient 
world. The ground was levelled and beaten hard. On this surface was laid the statumen: a conglomerate of 
rough stones and course mortar. On top of this was laid another layer, the rudus, made of crushed stone or 
gravel and pottery fragments mixed with lime mortar.  Finally the nucleus, made of very fine plaster, was 
laid on top and while this was still wet, the tesserae (small cubes of cut stone) were laid in it and flattened. 
The mosaic surface was then made harder wearing by rubbing marble dust, sand and lime in to it and 
further levelling was carried out with emery.  
 
The figure mosaics were not entirely original creative works of art. They were in fact copied, modified 
adjusted or combined from copy books which the mosaic workshops had at their disposal and out of which 
the patron could choose the subjects he wished to have represented in his house. 
It has been estimated that it took craftsman six days to lay a square meter of a complex figure mosaic. 
 (From: Guide to the Paphos Mosaics. Published by the Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation) 
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Winter Lectures 
 
 
Friday 9th 

 
This will be an evening lecture. 
 
Julian presented six series of Meet the Ancestors, a five-part series Blood of the Vikings both for 
BBC 2. In addition, he has written books to accompany both series. For Radio 4 he has presented 
eleven series of Mapping the Town. 
 
He is also responsible for creating two site-interactive games: Hunt the Ancestor (for which he 
won a British Archaeology award) and Viking Quest, for the BBC History website. He has also 
been a regular contributor to the BBC History website and magazine. 
 
He also received a British Archaeological Award for the programme Chariot Queen.  
In 2007 he published 'Stonehenge: The story so far' (English Heritage) ISBN 978 1 905624 00 3. 
 
 Other works include 'Stonehenge; a history in photographs' (English Heritage) (2004) and 'The 
amazing pop-up Stonehenge' (English Heritage) (2005). 
Richards lives with his family in Shaftesbury, Dorset where he maintains his special interest in the 
prehistory of Wessex and particularly Stonehenge. 
 
Time: To be announced. 
Ticket price: £7.00. FBRV: £6.00. 

October 2015. 

Saturday 24th 
  
 
Dr. Redfern is the Curator of Human Osteology at the Museum Of London, Centre for Human 
Bioarchaeology. 
She is the author of the Human Remains:  a palaeopathological analysis. This a report 
concerning the Human (bones) found at the Villa.  
The report is available from the Friends research library at the Villa.    
 
Time: 3-30pm. 
Ticket price: £7.00. FBRV: £6.00 

November 2015 
 
Saturday 21st 
 
Marine Geophysics in Archaeology 
 
Christina Serra Ruiz. 
 
Christina is an Archaeological Geophysicist, 
specialising in Marine Archaeology. 
She is freelance Senior Maritime Archaeologist 
& Geophysicist - Director of Ping  
Marine Surveys Ltd. 
 
Time: 2-30pm. 
Ticket price: £7.00. FBRV: £6.00 

January 2016. 
Saturday 9th  
 
Title: The end of the Roman Empire in 
Briton. 
 
Dr. Philip Booth. 
Oxford University: Faculty of Theology and 
Religion 
 
Time: 2-30pm. 
Ticket price: £7.00. FBRV: £6.00 
 
February and March 2016 to be announced.   

IN THE GARFIELD WESTON ROOM Tickets available at the Villa reception Booking is essential. 
Brading Roman Villa, Morton Old Road, Brading, Isle of Wight, PO36 0PH Tel: 01983 406223 

Title: Uncovering the past. 
Julian Richards. 

Title: Well burials in Roman & post-Roman Britain. 
Dr. Rebecca Redfern. 
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About the Speaker 
My name is Cristina Serra 
Ruiz, and for the last 11 
years I have worked as a 
maritime archaeologist using 
marine geophysical 
techniques for the detection, 
study and preservation of 
maritime archaeology. 
 
I read a BSc. (Hons.) degree 
in Archaeological Sciences at 
Bradford University, where I 
specialised in prospection 
techniques such as aerial 
photography and terrestrial 
geophysics to detect, identify 
and study terrestrial 
archaeological sites. 
 
Following my undergraduate 
course I wanted to  explore 
the idea of archaeological 
exploration beyond the limits 
of strictly dry land.  As a 
result I pursued an MA in 
Maritime Archaeology at the 
University of Southampton. 
The course broadened my 
understanding of the vast 
number of underwater sites 
that might be found in 
fluvial, lacustrine or 
maritime environments; and 
the techniques such as 
marine geophysics,  available 
to us to detect and study such 
sites. 
 
In 2005 I was employed as a 
maritime archeologist/
geophysicist by Wessex 
Archaeology, the pioneering 
and leading maritime 
archaeology consultancy in 
the UK. After 6 years I was 
then employed by Fugro-
EMU to lead the maritime 
archaeological geophysics 

team. After 2 years, I decided 
to become a freelance 
archaeological consultant, 
which has allowed me to 
work with a greater variety 
of projects, industries and 
geophysical techniques. 
 
In my career as an 
archaeological geophysicist I 
have had, and continue to 
have, the pleasure of 
surveying thousands of miles 
of unexplored seabed and 
river mouths, helping seabed 
developers avoid impact on 
potential submerged cultural 
heritage, and assist cultural 
heritage agencies monitor 
and protect our submerged 
designated archaeological 
sites. As a maritime 
archaeologist and 
geophysicist I have worked 
for offshore renewable 
energy, telecommunications, 
offshore hydrocarbons, and 
offshore mineral extraction 
industries as well as cultural 
management agencies such 
as English Heritage, Cawd 
and Historic Scotland. 

Abstract 
Conventional terrestrial 
geophysics is the scientific 
discipline that applies 
physical principles of 
geological materials to create 
geological maps. In 
conventional terrestrial 
archaeology, geophysics or 
also informally known as 
‘geophys, is traditionally 
used to detect archaeological 
sites present in the 
subsurface of the ground, 
which becomes a contrast to 
its surrounding geology. 

Marine geophysics, is no 
different. It is the scientific 
application of geophysical 
principles to map the 
underwater geology, may it 
be in a marine, fluvial or 
lacustrine environment. Just 
as conventional ‘geophys’ is 
applied to detect, map and 
study terrestrial 
archaeological sites, marine 
geophysics can be used to 
discover a great variety of 
underwater sites too, what 
we refer to as underwater or 
maritime archaeology. 
 
The first concept most 
people associate maritime 
archaeology to is shipwrecks. 
Accidentally wrecked, or 
deliberately sunk or beached, 
seafaring vessels of all eras, 
as early as the Bronze Age, 
have been found in UK 
waters. These vessels and 
their cargoes contain a 
wealth of information about 
past civilisations’ cultural 
and socio-economic 
traditions as well as their 
technological capabilities in 
one single site. Their 
sometimes outstanding 
underwater preservation 
plays an important role in 
reconstructing our past. 
However there is much more 
to maritime archaeology than 
that. To name few examples, 
maritime archaeology has 
made discoveries and 
contributions to every time 
period just as terrestrial sites 
do today. Maritime 
archaeologists have found 
submerged settlements of all 

(Continued on page 14) 

21st November 2015 
 

Marine Geophysics in Archaeology 
by Cristina Serra Ruiz 



Nuntius E5 

14 

time periods, underwater 
cities harbour structures, light 
houses, and even submerged 
prehistoric burial grounds, 
underwater caves containing 
Palaeolithic paintings and 
preserved ancient landscapes 
which were once walked on 
by our earliest ancestors. 
 
In terrestrial archaeology, 
standing structures, such as 
churches or castles are easily 
identified, visualised and 
accessed for studying. One 
only needs to walk across the 
landscape to come across 
these standing physical 
remains. Or even, access the 
sites for a quick geophysical 
survey. However, the 
enormous body of water that 
covers 71% of the earth, 
represents the archaeologist’s 
first challenge to discovering 
archaeological sites. They 
may be found in shallow 
waters, or in thousands of 
metres. Moreover, they might 
be standing proud on the sea, 
ocean, lake or river floors, 
but they may instead be lying 
buried in deposits of sands 
and silts. 
 

The discovery of underwater 
archaeological sites was, 
until the development of 
hydrographic and marine 
geophysical techniques in the 
1930’s, a freak event in the 
history of archaeology. The 
commitment to sea and ocean 
exploration by the navy and 
the offshore hydrocarbon 
industry in the last few 
decades has resulted in 
remarkable technical 
advances in marine 
geophysical surveying 
techniques. These techniques 
nowadays permit 
archaeologists gain a clear 

view of the sea, ocean, lake 
and river floors, and a unique 
opportunity to access a 
wealth of archaeological 
material waiting to be 
discovered. 
 
During this lecture I would 
like to invite everyone to 
discover the role of marine 
geophysics  in archaeology, 
what marine geophysical 
techniques are available to 
us, how they work and how 
they assist archaeologists in 
the detection, mapping, 
monitoring and studying of 
cultural sites underwater. 

(Continued from page 13) 

Marine Geophysics Survey Vessel 



Nuntius E5 

15 

Dr Kiely is the Curator of the Cypriot Depart-
ment of Greece and Rome at the British Mu-
seum. Dr Kiely gave his talk on 7th March 
2015, just before a party of the Friends of the 
Villa went on a week’s trip to Cyprus. The 
talk was oversubscribed and unfortunately, 
because of fire regulations we had to turn 
people away.   
 
Our trip to Cyprus was a great success and 
people are talking about a return trip next 

year, some are even going back this Sep-
tember.  The guide that we hired in Cyprus is 
an archaeology graduate and she explained 
in depth the ancient and modern history of 
the Island. Dr Kiely’s talk at Brading helped a 
lot in our understanding of the things that 
she talked about. 
 
 

Dr Thomas Kiely 
From Hippos to Hippodromes…a leisurely saunter through ancient Cyprus 

A lecture Sponsored by the  Roman Society 

Monumental Stone vase from the Temple 
of Aphrodite on the Acropolis of Amathus, 
removed to the Louvre on a French 
warship in 1865 

We will be publishing an Article by Dr Kiely in the next edition of Nuntius  

Dr Kiely giving a talk at the Villa 
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Following on from 

The Seven Treasures 
Exhibition 

There will be an exhibition by 

Howard Hardiman 

It will have an 
Ancient Mythological Theme. 

Howard Hardiman has in the 
past had exhibitions at 

Dimbola 

Don’t forget our popular 

FILM NIGHTS 
The next one will be 

SELMA 
on the 20th June 


